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EGYPT, . 


(VONTINUKD). 

Cairo, Fthruary 24.—I'have taken up my abode , 
at Mrs Basilikki’s, an Li'^iglishwoihan, widow of a* 
(ilrcek, who has a ft)w room;.^ to let, .yid who cooks 
for h(ir lodgers. ’I am here morc<j[uict than at the, 
hotel. The charge for bod-room^ and parloifr is 
nine piastres per day. 

Thtn-e'ls a sparrow*!? nest under one of the joists 
that support the ceiling^ over my head. The poor 
birds uttered grievous lamentations, on my en-’ 
crofiching on their domain. The "Vindow by which 
they pntered had no glass when T fir!6(jt, came, but 
feeling the cold incoftvonient, I caused a glass frami* 
to be put up. ft was intci'bsting to sec t^e dismay 
of the little birds ^t being thus shujt out from their . 
young. Tl^ey fluttered aboijt foji? a long time out*- , 
sifio the window, until they found a hftlo in* one of 
the panes, by which tkey now enter. Had there 
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been no access in this way, pafdhtal instinct would 
. probably have taught them to come in the door. 
It is a great pleasure ^nd amusement to me to watch 
their proceedings. A|^ first, they were shy and dis¬ 
trustful of tHeir fellow-lotlcor, but I have gradually 
• • • 
weaned them from thbir fears, and they now come 

and pick up crumbs which I tBrow to them at meals, 
flying up immediately to feed tb'^'ir young, whose 
.weak wailings I fancy I can distinctly bear. In a 
few days more, I hope to make them familiar 
enough to cat from my tal5le. I have a strong 
^,fiking for the sparrow ; for although without music 
in it^ soul, and df plain dnd dingy plumage, it re- 
luimls me of Ij^unc. Tjf ere is probably no bird (the 
•crow alone excelled), so univei’sal a denizen of the 
woAl. It is to*bo found in all climates and re¬ 
gions : I’ctaining the same character and colour, 
from the sands of Egypt to the snows oft Canada. 
We are told besides, “ that it fallcth not to the 
‘ground” without the knowledge of a special Pro¬ 
vidence. 

My first^. visit on arriving at Cairo, was to 
Colonel Campbell, to learn Iv^hat steps he had 
taken in regard to the ^seizure of rfiy boat.. I was 
gratified to l«ar^ that he had succeeded in causing, 
the Captain of the ^*ort to be soun^lly bastina¬ 
doed. • This is ample satisfaction; and all dis- 

t * 

honour is now wiped awaf from ray little flag. 
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Had it been otherwisp, I should most assuredly have 
torn it to tatters. ^ 

The information I have reqeiyed rc'^pecting the 
journey to Jerusalem, has caused me to abandon my 
favourite project of visiting the Holy City. ,It appears 
there is a quarantine of fifteen days, whethet Syria 
be entered by land or by sea. The journey by the 
desert is too long and fatiguing, and the Lazarets 
are of the worst description; hence, as my chief 
object in coming hero was to gain health, it would 
be folly to incui^ the risk of losing what has been' 
granted to me in this fair clime. I have written 
to Alexandria, to know if thore lje any likolinood 
of a vessel from that poi*t 1Greece-/ Should a de¬ 
sirable opportunity offer, I shall,probably embrace, 
it. A fortnight of Athens would s.atisfy inti.’ 1 
long to see its far-famed ruins, to compare the 

I 

works ol the pupil n^ith those of the master, while 
the latter are fresh in niy memory. 

The “ Hugh Lindsay” arrived at ^Suoz on the* 
lOth, bringing a great number of passenger; all 
of whom were exceedingly dissatisfied^^with the en¬ 
tertainment on bdard. 'they have unanimously' 
subscribed a letter complaining to the Secretary of 
Government at Bombay, of the insufHciency of the, 
table, and ^le dirt of the vessel.' It is indeed too, 
bad, that, paying about the rate of five guineas a- 
day (the passage-money is iJSO, and the number of 
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(lays from fifteen to sixteen),^.tilings should have 
.been as thus represented. ^ 

On the 22d, 1 fijja|^y settled with my Rais. My 
boat in all has cost me £19, with the addition of £1, 
which I gaye*<*n different occasions as buchhiiih to 
the cretv. This is nd great sum for a period of 
throe months. It was with a feeling of deep I’ogret 
that T turned my back on the h’indhorn,” for it 
Ijad been a tran<j|uil home to me during a long and 
delightful voyage on the most interesting river in 
/>• the world. The sacred Ganges—the gorgeous Ilud- 


'wson—and the majestic St? Lawrenci?, nwst all yield 
in inTorest, if iiAt in boahty, to this bcnoficcmt 
parent of fertility and jj^enty. The IVile has many 
peculiarities whi(^i distinguish it* from all other 


greaf rivers. The foi'cnnost of these is the mystery 


that still hangs over it.s source, and veils the first 


dawnings of its mighty flood <rom the euNiosity of 
man. It is universally adinittcd that the “ llahr 
el Abiad,” is,tho larger of the two branches, which 


unite below ScuiuTr to form the Nile. Even llruct* 
himself, wit^ a candour that docs honour to his 
nlemory, admits this to bo the base; hcncc', he ar¬ 


rived only at one of the *B(Airces, arid that wot the* 
4 >rincipal one.* ^\gaiii, the Nile for 1500 miles of, 
its course, receives W tributary stream, but onward 

rolls in^onel^ majesty—type of its great Creator, 

• • * 

distributing its ble^ lings at <»vcry step of its course, 
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both to those who aa^, and those who ask not, yet 
losing nothing of its fnjincss. Its rich waters are 
to the soil that they gladden^ ’j^hat (he Spirit of 
God is to the heart of man; wherever they pone- 
trato there is abundance,* fertility, anci happiness; 

beyond their iriHuence is the lifeless ami unilroduc- 

* 

tive desert, resembling the cold bjaart of the unbi;- 
liever, where there is no joy for the present, no 
hope for the future. . , 

There is a third peculiarity of the Nile connected 
with its annual inundation. The Ganges, and many^ 
other great rivers, have periodical ovei*flowings, but 
they have also periodical rajns, w'hicli, falling witfi 
almost ceaseless violence 'or monttiis at a time, 
readily account for the incrcas<* of their waters* 
Here, on the contrary, and for 1500 miles of its 
course above CaiVo, rain is a phenomenon of rare 
occurrence; hence, in Nubia and Egypt, the cause 
of the inundation beiiyg unseen, the elf(.*ct may al¬ 
most be regarded as miraculous. » 

Fourthly, I know of no river .that flows through 
suckf a continued tract of desolation a% the Nile, its 

I 

whole course from the confines of Abyssinia to the 

» # , * 

the sea, being through fhe lifeless desert of Lybia 

' on the one side, and of Arabia on tJie other. There. 

» 

are portioife of the great Mississippi probably tis» 
desolate as the shores of the Nile; fcut tftere it is 
the desolation of the* forest, the prairie, or the 
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swamp, where nature rules unpiollested in^ho moan 
. time, but where man will oije day dispute her so 
vereignty, and establish his abode. The energies 
of a vast anti growing population, will soon how 
down the piAe* of the forest, cultivate the luxuriant 
prairie)^ and drain the noxious swamp, rendering 
all of them subservient to the uses and support of 
man; but the parched, and jialrod, and burning 
desert, has sworn an overjasting hostility to the 
human race. Nothing short of another Nile can 
change tho aspect of its bleak domain. Herodotus 
calls Egypt the “ Gift o^ the Nile.” This is most 
{rue f for, lot it Aeaso^to ffow, or even to ob«?HIow, 
for a single so^^son, ambits now fertile valley would 
relapse into the t desert from vvliich it has been 
called. I have somewhere read or heard, that a 
King of Abyssinia having cause of complaint against 
tho Beys of Egypt, threatened to take vengeance 
on them, by diverting the sole source of their wealth 
hnd subsistence into tho Kcd Sea. This was a bold 
and ow.ginal idea revenge, and one that, I believe, 
might still carried into effect. , 

• Fifthly, Among the pcculianties of tho Nile, is 
the almost constant blowing of tho wind*up its 
■stream ; {or full. nine iponths of tho year such is ■ 
4;he case; and during tho 'inundation^, when tho 
current* is of prodigious velocity, the wind is thrt 
strongest. Thus, by an admit’able provision of Pro- 



CAIRO—THE NILE. 7 

vidence, the facili^^ies of communication, and the 

» • 

advantages of commence, are equal in both direc¬ 
tions. Philosophers may expgn^ all their ingenuity 
in endeavouring to account by natural causes for 
the constant prevalence* of the north wind in the 
valley of Egypt. For myself, I fully believe that 
it was purposely so ordained, as a boon to man. 

Sixthly, The country watered by the Nile was 
in ancient times the sept of all that was gi’oat, on- 
lightened, and powerful. From Egypt the tide of 
civilization fiowbd over ICurope; yet this same land> 
once so renowned, is now sunk to the lowest degra¬ 
dation—thus deriving an additional interest froih 
the contrast between the past and the present. 
The i)rophecy o'f Ezekiel* is in(\oed fulfilled,—“ I 
will malie the land of Egypt desolate, and’ the 
country shall bo desolate of tliat whercof.it was 
full,—ii? shall be tlfb basest of kingdoms: I will 
make the land wasto,^ and all that is *theroin, by 
the hand of strangers : T the Lord lip^ve spoken it*, 
and thort' shall bo no more a prince of the Jand of 
Egypt.” 

Volney accounts for the early pre-eminence 'of 
the Egyptians* in the following beautiful terms :— 

“ Lorsqii’on y rcuconti'e a^la fois .une zone dn ciej 
voisine dy* Tropi(iue, legalejnent purgeo dcs pluies 
ile I’Equateur, et des brumes du NoVd; Jorsqu’on 

I 

y trouve le point codtral de la sphere antiijue, un 
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climat salubrc, un fleuvo ot cependaiit do- 

cilo; une terrc fertile sans p,rt, sans fatigue, inon- 
deo sans cxhalaisoi^ morbiSques; placee entre 
deux mers qui touchent aux contrees les plus 
riciies, on coji^oit quo Phabitant du Nil —AJrtcole 
par la« nature de sort sol —Ocotuctre par lo besoin 
annuel do mesurer sos possossfons— Gommer^ant piir 
la facilite do sos communicatioii "'—Astronome enfin 
par I’etat do son ciol sans cosse ouvei L a Tobserva- 
tion, dut lo premier passer do la condition sauvage 
«a I’otat social, ot ])ar conscajuont Arrivor aux con- 
naissances physiques et \noralcs qui (^ont propres 
A riiomnio civilist’.” l^ut *tho chief interest which 
the Nile pos8os;^es, is in its sacred associations. This 
poble river is associated with a gPeat part of Bible 
histbry. It is linpossiblo to sail on its tranquil 
watcr.s, without reflecting that we arc travelling 
in the wake of the Patriarchs tf old,—of i^?orahani, 
and of Jos(q)h, and of the aged Israel. The infant 
Moses, too (tjestiued as the instrumc'ut in the hand 
of HoQiVcn, of huTnbling the prielc of the Pharaoh, 
and of rcdcoj^'iing the people of Israel from a ejruel 
bondage), was.cradled among tbe reeds of the Nile. 
Hero were^ inflicted thd judgments of the Most 
^igh ; and this,same river, now flowing with soft 
iind delicious wateis, fqr seven ilays ran» blood. 

Byron speAks of the delight of reading the Tliatl 
on the plains of T oy :*and Bean fully enter into his 
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feeling; b^t there*is^ something more than mere 
pleasure in reading tbp Pentateuch on the bosom 
of the Nile. In times less r^mpte, the Nile has 
been the witness of invasion, and coiujuost, and 
ruin; and even to this*day, there iS no settltsd 
prospect of tran<iuillity or peace. All the giori(;s 
of Egypt are in the past; the presept is replete with 
poverty, misery, and oppression. As to the future, 
“ shadows, clouds, and darkness, rest upon it.” 

February 20.—The weather continues delightful; 
indeed, it is iiui’ossible to imagine any thing more' 
divine than'the climate of Egypt; were the ele- 
monts under my control, T <;ould not improve it; 
the sky is bright and cloudless, and the atmo¬ 
sphere pure and transparent as crystal: hei’o are, 

^ } 

no soul-subduing fogs, nor vapour-giving rams; 
no gi'iin frosts, ii6r ghastly sno>vs. The sun rules 
supreme* yet without despotic sway; hitln.'rto T 


have braved with impjinity even his dii-oct rays. 

I feel convinced that the climate ol’ Egypt has* 
only to be known, in oi’der Jte Ixs upprt'ciatod 
and -resorted to by the pectoral iuval*d- In what 
part of Europe will he find such a winter ^ '1 

boldly assert, in none. ' l^iat there are. many dis¬ 
advantages and drawbacks,, cannot be dciiiod; nor* 
is Egypt i\t all adapted to. the* invalid whoso nfti-* 
kidy is _/ar advanced : wheu^the cough’is coflfirmed, 
the body wasted, the ^expectoration purulent, and 
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the hectic on the cheek, he,»sAould by^all means 
stay at home, for Egypt \jrill not work miracles. 
But let him who ®f a phthisical disposition, who 
is susceptible of catering cold on the slightest ex- 
posuro to. damp, who haS occasional slight febrile 

® 4 

parox3'’sms, with hard dry cough, and tendency to 
emaciate; let him, I say, come out to the Nile, and 
he will be almost certain to ward off the dart that 
.is aimed against him. Tubercles once formed, the 
Nile will not cure them, but it will in many cases 

f • • ^ * 

prevent their formation, and even when deposited, 
cause them to remain inert. 

In England wo arp apt to associate pestilences 

and death with the very name of Egypt; but this 

■ 

•vulgar projudicot-must vanish before the omnipo- 

• ^ ^ ^ 

tene'e of truth. The invalid who comes here foi‘ 


the winter, should not be later of arriving at Alex¬ 
andria, than the middle or *^cnd of October; he 
should lose no time in pushing for Cairo, nor ro- 
*main there •beyond the end of Nov(.*mber. The 
highet he procceTla, the drier and milder the climate 


becomes. Me should bring with him from Europe 


a plentiful supply of warm clothing, a good stock 
of appropaiate book.** a pair of pistols and gun, and 


• a canteen ^for tw'o persons. If ho have a bosom' 
•ffiond, so much the hotter, let him briiTg him also; 


but he'must beware of uniting himself to the stran¬ 
ger, however much prepossessed in his favour. Two 
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men slighUy acquainted, may travel very well to¬ 
gether in Europe, wherp they have daily sources of 
excitement and novelty, and wjiieye, if they should 
quarrel, nothing is easier than to part. Not so on 
the Nile; once embark with a companion at Cairb, 
and with him you must remain, “ for better and for 
worse,” till your return. Like the Siamese twins,— 
the one cannot shake himself free of the other; and 
what pleasure can even tjio splendid ruins of Egypt 
afford to two men for over differing on trifles, iri’i- 

a. .*. 

tatod by petty animosities,—the one eager to push 
on, the other to linger on his way. True, the 
advantages and comfort of an IhitelUgcnt com-' 
panion are great; but it is scarcely possible to find 
two persons, cast so entirely in th 9 same mould, as , 
not to tire of each other on a voyage'np the Nile, i. e. 
if both are to majntaiu an equal and independent 
footing; Imo of two filings will happen, either the 
one will fall into the leu^ding strings of the other, 
and 1)0 guided entirely by his will, (an<} here there • 
will bo Iniiniliation, but no disagreement), or,both 
will bo for ever bickering and disp«i}ting about 

•I • ^ 

trifles. The management of the crow is always a 

^ ■ 

fertile source of disagreement,—the one goes to 
thrash the men—the other interposes to^ prevent , 
him. In sl;tbrt, unless you thoroughly understand . 
your man, by all means go alone; theii you "are as 
independent as the wind, and free to indulge with- 
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out restraint or fear of rebukg In all your wayward 
fancies and eccentricities. ^Tlie invalid*must also 
bring to Egypt a^layge stock of patience, and a de¬ 
termination to put up with the various annoyances 
of filth, venn\n, &:c. Ho who goes into fits at the 
sight of a bug or a louse, must not come here, for 
with all the precautions in tlie woi’ld, it will be im¬ 
possible for him to keep entirely free of such com¬ 
pany.—He must also prepare himself two months 

of almost total solitude, and grumble at nothing, so 
'long as ho finds the object of his‘search, to-wit a 
pure, a dry, and delighfiul atmosphere ; all minor 
‘annoyances must mor^o in*this grand <lesideratum. 

In regard to the management of his crew, I 
^ would recommeijd a tiglit rein, particularly in the 
firi^ instance. *It is surprising with what quick 
discernment the rogues appreciate the character of 

t 

their mastftr, whose bearing ^luring the ffrst three 
days decTdes, whether he ^or they shall have the 
' upper hand jjluring the voyage. A command once 
givci\ he should*nevor shrink from its cnforconient, 
how unreasf*'-iablo soever it may bo, unless he. have 
first of all faifly established his supremacy, and let 
him by all^ means puniAi 'the men* himself, rather 
than drag theip before the Sheik of the nearest 
, village to be bastfnadged. .They cann«>t bear this, 
and they coheeive a mortal hatred at their master 
for the vindictive ipirit ho displays ; whereas if he 
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take the law in hii Qwn hand, and deal out his 

P • 

chastisement the momopt the offence is committed, 
the delinquent will make a wrjj face for the time, 
but bear no enduring grudge. The Arab boatmen 
are ceftainly disposed to indolent'’an(l unruly’; 
but if treated with a proper’mixture of th«’^/*- 
titer and sumite’i\ the traveller will find them 
blunt, cheerful, obliging, tolerably tracstable, and 
even susceptible of .‘ittaelnnent. The voyager 
on the Nile shouhl not be unreasonable in his de¬ 
mands on the labour o^ his men, and should never 
insist on their towing tho'*boat longer than from 
sunrise till evening; neitlier shouht^io bo sparing of ’ 
a bucksliish—(dther of a slieep, or a nine-piastre- 


pioce, when they Conduct themsol\’es well; but he 
must never give any thing if it b\> asked for,’or 


even a hint thrown out. 


A ScoAjh lawyer who wont up the Nile this year, 
asked me at Ciairo what he was to do if’his men 

f 

were i-ebcllious ; I advisc'd him to punish them se¬ 
verely on the first transgression. Dis rojdy wag suf¬ 
ficiently characteristic : “1 liave no rig/it to punish 
the men,'’' Accordifigly ho started, and instead of 


reaching the socbml cataraCt as he ha'd intended, 
he got only to Assouan, from which T mot him re¬ 
turning in preat disgugt, and even apprehension, 
U,c assured mo that he had not had a day’s. peace 
since leaving Cairo; thht his men were utterly un- 
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manageable, and laughed at ];iiS orders. At length 
after patiently submitting |br throe we^s to their 
unruly conduct, |jie .mustered resolution (in defiance 
of the law) to attack the Rais; but the fellow re¬ 
torted, struck his master on the face, and even 
drew''a knife upon him. His servant at length in¬ 
terposed to save him. Hatf he “ killed the cat the 
first night,'’’ or in other worth’, made use of the 
“ argumentum baculiiium’’ on the first transgres¬ 
sion, instead of appealing to their feelings, and 
quoting BIack8tono'’8 Oonimentiiries, (which this 
eccentric limb of the Id’w was very fond of doing), 

* he would neve^ have exberienced an instance of 

f 

the hx taVmiis in his own person. 

As for the expense, much milst depend on the 
style of boat, fitting uji, jirovisions, Szv,: but £100 
from landing in Egypt to quitting it, including a 
voyage to the second catarait, and a fivif months’ 
residence, is a large and liberal allowance. 

It has often occurred to me, that few specula- 
tion% would be fuoro likely to succeed than the es¬ 
tablishment’of a Sanatarium at Thebes, for the ac- 
*commodatioij of Indian and filuropean invalids. 

Now that the faciliti6s »f navigating the Red Sea 
and the Mediterranean arc so great, (and with a cerr 
tainty of tlicir dafiy increasing), what v^uld be more 
feasible thifti the erection of a large wooden edifice, 
with twenty or ^wenty-fivt? chambers, capable of 
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accommodating thirty^ or forty persons ? In such a 
climate, foV comforts 'are required, and no other 
articles of furniture than bed, table, chair, and 
chest of drawers, would be nec’ossary for each 

apartment.—Supposing speh an establishment’ to 

% 

exist, the invalid would leave Bombay on tho‘lst, 

arrive on the 12th at* Cosseir, and in three days 

more, would find himself in the Sanatariuiu at 

Thebes, where he might cither remain for the win- 

1 

ter, studying its ancient treasures, and amusing 
himself with his gun, (fliere is abundance of hares, 
,and I believe, also of partrtdges), or make an ex- 
imrsion to the cataracts,'\)r even td Cairo. 

During his absence from the Company’s do¬ 
minions, ho would Tetain his staff-ajipointment, and 
tlraw his full pay, and the time woidd reckon 'as 
actual service! in \ndia,—all which advantages he 
must sac.Stice by I'otuvning to England. 

The invalid embarking at Falmouth on* the 1st, 
would reach yMexandria on the 20th, and in twenty 
days more, by using dispatch, bo might be at 
Thebes.—But it is not the invalid onlv who would 
benefit by such an establishment. VVhat more de¬ 
lightful than for'two frieucts, the one iif India, the 
other in Europe, to meet at Thebes, renew their 
intercourse, iind rekindle their rjfiections, and all 
this to be effected at so small a sacrifice of time 

•s 

and comfort ? To officers returning to and from 
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India,'the advantages would be^reat. The former, 
instead of crossing from Cau’o to Sue5, would go 
up the Nile to Thebes, from thence cross to Cos- 
seir, and there' embark for Bombay; while the 
latler, rathol- than complete the voyage to Suez, 
would stop at Cosseir—pass a week at Tliebes, and 
descend the Nile to Cairo; Young artists too, 
fi’om Europe, would rejiair In numbers to exjiand 
their ideas, and improve their tasie by the study 
of Egyptian architecture. Were Mr Waghorn, or 

any other person cciually enterprising and acquaint¬ 
ed with this country, Vo form such.an establish- 
* raent, there couM be little doubt of its success to 
the speculator, and none* whatever ol' its ad\'an- 
tages to the Indian community, and also to tht* 
intalid from Eiliopo. 

Vehriiat'y 28.—I had a note ffom Mr IMozin tliis 
evening, announcing the arvrival of tl»i British 

Packet itt Alexandria, at five o’clock to-day. The 

« 

telegraph brought the intelligence in an hour. I 
have^paid several visits to the library of the Egyp¬ 
tian Societv, of which I am now an associate mem- 

* 

•ber. Without access to the‘library, Cairo would 
bo but a dull abode. T/ntre only can books relat¬ 
ing to Egypt be iound. The number is yet but 
limited, though daily increasing by tjie donations 
of members, and purchases from Europe. I have 
no doubt that the society will^ continue to flourish, 
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although scarcely tV^lve months have elapsed since 
its establishment, it alrpady numbers between forty 
and fifty members. Among thcfjo nre several dis¬ 
tinguished names connected with the history and 
antiquities of Egypt, some of whom Iwill, probably 
enrich the library by donations of books fronf feng- 
laud. 

t 

On the 24th, I made the acquaintance of Clot 
Hoy, a distinguished Fro»,ich physician in the service , 
of the Pacha, and founder of the Arab School of 
Medicine at Aboh-Zabcl. I passed a very agrcjeable 
hour in his house, discussing the plague and various 
other diseases more especially belonging to Egypt. 
Clot Hey signali/ed himself by hi.s zeal and unremit¬ 
ting attentions to <111 classes afflicteti^ with this dread¬ 
ful sconrge at Cairo, lie is a non-contagionist, and 
even went so far cjs to inoculate himself on several 
parts of th(i body witti matter from the bubo of a 
plague patient, and also^with njcently «lrawn blood. 
No consetpiencos followed eitluir of those experi¬ 
ments ; but what docs this prove*? Simjdy.-.that 
Clot Hey, a single individual, resisted, the infec¬ 
tion. Dr White, who made a similar experiment on* 
himself, paid the*j)onalty f)fliis rashness ; jind I ob¬ 
served to his Beyship, that he almost deseryed a si¬ 
milar fate, iirhere is no greater folly than in suclr . 
experiraents, and very little philosophy in deducing 
gcmeral and sweeping ‘conclusions from isd&atcd 


VOL. II. 
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facts, however striking. To,nfe it is proof only 
that the person thus wantonly exposing fiinisolf to 
danger is perfectly sincere in his own belief in 
the correctness o^ his own particular opinions; be¬ 
sides, the, experiment is Ikible to fallacy. The in- 
dividiiUl from whom the pus had been taken, might 
have passed the crisis of the disease : hence, mat¬ 
ter collected from the bub^^ while in what the 
French call “ la periode de,reparation,” would pro¬ 
duce no worse consequences than the pus of healthy 
suppuration. T advanced this objection to Clot 
Hey, which entailed a long arqnment, ending with- 
V>ut satisfaction tb cither p‘ai*ty. Ho showed me a 
great number of post rnortem drawings, exhibiting 
.petechial spots a^^d softening of almost all the im- 
poi^ant organs. In a word, he considers the plague 
as a malignant typhus, not requiring the presence 
of buboes to constitute its diiaracter, as* the pus¬ 


tules of the small-pox characterize that disease, 
and originating in, and caused by, a particular con- 
ditioij, of the alJinos})hcro, the nature of which is 
unknown, admits, however, that, from neglect 
rtf ventilation,, and other precautionary measures, it 
may bo propagated by doirtagion. *In short, ho is 
like every one else, a contagionist and non-con-. 
, tAgionist, at the s&mc,time.. Jlefore taking leave, 
ho had the‘kindness to present me with several pf 
his own works, d* tailing some of tho capital opera- 
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tions in surgery—slicji as ligature of the external 
iliac, amputation at the Jiip-joint, and extirpation of 
some enormous elephantiac scrotj^l tumours, one in 
particular weighing 110 lb. The results of all these 
were successful, except the coxo-femorai qporatiori. 
lie gave me also a most intbrosting memoir on 
the cholera epidemic,* which made such dreadful 
havoc in Egypt, in vVugust and September 1831. 

F do not suppose that in any j)art of tlio world, it ^ 
ever raged with similar fatality. In tlu; short space 
of twenty-nine dAys, 0(1,000 persons in the city of 
Cairo alone, fell viej^s. t^lot 13ey gives a pain- 
fully interesting account of the asj^ect of the city 
during the first few days of the malady. It ap¬ 
pears that the Tuf’ks and Mussulni^ns now, for the 
first time, renounced their ideas of fatalism. A11 wlio 
had the means of <«capo, hastened out of the doom¬ 
ed city—diimels laden 3vith fui*niturc blocked up tin* 
narrow streets—at every step poor wretches stricken 
with the disease wore seen to fall on the ground, and 
to <lie without other relief than a^ eilp of water,, af¬ 
forded by some charitable passer-by.' , Even the 
medical men attached to the hospitals and regi-' 
ments, with a few honourabib exceptions, cjisgracoil 
themselves by abandoning their sacred postj*. The 
wealthy Turks who remained, in the city, for the* 
firiat time entrenched themselves within'a rigorous 
‘quarantine. All the shbps were shut—the various 
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consulates also—and businetj^ *of every sort was 
suspended. There being pnly otie hospital, and 
that a military oi^e, the wretched citizens had no 

A 

asylum to shelter them. Clot Bey, and his brave 
band of associates, only six in number, were unre- 
inittiiig in their atteiidancc on the sick, not in the 
hospital only, but in the streets and highways, and 
wherever the afflicted wej‘e U' bo found. Almost 
every person attacked during the li/st few days of 
till? epidemic died. The resources of art were use¬ 
less. 1 observtKl the very same thing during an 
e])i(lomic cholera at Jlorhamrng-e, in March 1820, 
in his Majesty's 40th 'llcgiment, to which I 
was tlien attached. AVe lost every man who oii- 
, teivid the hospital during the first three or four 
days, wliile nearly all recovered who >>ero adnut- 
ted after the <!ighth day. T bvliove that this is 
generally observed in epideftiics of cholbra; and 
1 have Imown instances of men attributing to a 
change of t]??atment the success that followed their 
]>ractice towarcKs the decline of tlie disease, when 
the real cai.i.<o was to be found in the diminished 
malignity of ,the cases. Clot* Bey, from a number 
»)f autopgies made by'hknself and colleagues, in¬ 
fers that the cholera is a “ veritable "astro-en- 
** « * ^ 

fcerite,” and acc6rdingly the antiphlogistic treat¬ 
ment svas dlways the one adopted. Bleeding,at 
the arm in the f'-st instandb, frictions, opiates, &ic. 
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In the stage of collapse, he employed hot blankets, 

. • . * 

warm drinks, especially tea, sinapisms, &c. If he ^ 
succeeded in producing roactior^, h<* then had re¬ 
course to the lancet to moderate the extent, and lu' 
says Almost invariably with the best effects. I b('- 
lieve this to be as rational a treatment as aity that 
has been practised. 'I'hc scruple doses of calomel, 
so much given in India, are of very doubtful effi¬ 
cacy. Indeed, I have ,fre(juently been able, after^ 
death, to collect the calomel in the stomach pre- 
cisely in the stAte in which it was administered, 
not having come diWpontact even with the inner 
coat of that organ, in conse(|ncnl?o of a viscid se¬ 
cretion lining the mucous membrane. I have not 
the same high ojnnion of the lanept, however, oven, 
when employed at the v(;ry outset; cases having 
occurred to mo where the period of collapse ap¬ 
peared <?ecidedly hai^ened by a free bleeding. (J)ot 

» 

Tlcy mentions that so prevalent was the Ix'lief in 
the efficacy of the lancet at Cairo, that the citizens' 
w'crc in the habit of causing theuiftelves to bv bled 
the moment they were attacked; and he mentions 
the instance of the* Colonel of a regiment of Ar¬ 
tillery, whose surgeon hAd"abaudoned his,post, liav- 
•ing himself bled above a hundred .soldieps on the . 
debut of the disease, nearly all oT whom recovered.. 
The enormous and unparalleled mortality "he* as¬ 
cribes, and with good cau.se, I think, to the (‘xtreme 
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poverty and misery of the p^iilation, as well as to 
the passive resignation which their relig'on enjoins, 
and to which thp majority abandoned themselves. 
Add to these causes,^ the total want of medicines, 
attendanice* or even shelter. lie does not believe 

4 

that * the disease is contagious, or that it was 
brought into hlgypt by the pilgiams from Mecca, 
because it had appeared at Sue?' long before the ar- 
rival of tho caravan—because it was r'carly simulta¬ 
neous in its appearance through the whole of Kgypt 
because it penetrated into the Harems—into fa- 
^ milies observing the most ,-.M^«d quarantine, and 
into boats on the Nije holding no communication 
with the shore—because^ it attacked the crew.s of the 
. Pacha’s fleet iy- the harbour of Alexandria, and 
even of the ship in which his Highness had tak(‘n 
refuge because it caiTied off a iKmdred and twenty 
persons of an encampment ol lledouins, Var in th(i 
desert, who had had no iiiftereourse with the Hajis 
or other pcifsons—because* among the great number 
of employes of'the military hospital, none were at¬ 
tacked, although constantly engaged in attending 
and handling the sick. These are his chief reasons. 
In India,. I never knew'a medical man consider the 
cholera .as contagious.. Previous to, and during the 
|)revalenco of, the epidemic, he state.'T/hat the air 
during the <lay was excessively hot and damp ; that 
the thermometei was between 25“ and 27° of Keau- 
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mur (88° and 94°* Fahrenheit), while the* nights 
were extremely fresh and concludes by adding, 
“ Le ciel dtait constammcnt convert d’un voile 
grisdtre, la himiere du soloil etail pendant le jour 
pale *et blafarde, et verte k son corfchor, au*V[uel 
succedait un longue cropuscitlo rongcatre ddnc la 
clarte lugubre eclaii*ait Thoi’izon pendant plusi- 
eurs heures; cet etat singulicr do Tatmosphere 

a precede repideinio dc quelrpies jours, et a fiiii 

* • 

avec elle.” 

Clot-T5oy is rh higli and, I boliovo, dt'scrved fa¬ 
vour with the Paqp%. Ild has exerted his influence 

< 

in the cause of science'and humanity, by foundinj^ 

« 

a school of Anatomy and Medicine, on a grcsit 
scale, at Abou-Z*abel, wh<;re youqg Arabs are edu¬ 
cated as surgeons and physicians, under the oyt! of 
European teachvrs. The most popular woi’ks on 
the vaAous branches of medical knowledge are 
translated into the Arabic language, aii<l degrees 
are gra))tcd to young men, who are, immediately' 
dispatched to the aniiics of the Pacha. Clc^t-lJey 
has promised to introduce me to this institution, 
which I shall certainly visit. It is, an interesting 
as well as laudable experihient, to attempt the re¬ 
vival of medicine in the land where it was originally 
cradled, and where at one pcrJod it flourished al-: 
most exclusively. The title of 13ey, which the 
Pacha has conferred dn Mens. Clot for his services. 
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gives Aim the rank of a gcnofal, with a salary or 
about £1800 per annum, lie always Svears the 

I _ • ^ 

Turkish dress, and carries on his breast the dia- 

r 

mond decoration of tho order: bnt he has not pur¬ 
chased this hbnour by abjuring either his country 
or rdlegion ; for altlAjugh an liigyptian Bey, he is 
still a Frenchman and a Chrfstian. 

_ m 

The weather is rather uj^-’ornfortably cold, the 
thermometer seldom standing abo\o 02° Fahren- 
heit. With tho month of March tho heat usually 
commences, .and a few days will |/robably produce 
a groat olovatioii of tcinf)orat^t 3 i:v.: although tho air 
'be cool, it is puriSand dry, and delicious to breathe. 

r 

There has been but one exception since my arrival 
from tho upper ^ountry. Durin|j tho whole day 
on the 23d, the sun was <larkoned by thick black 
clouds, which hovered over tho cil^, as if threaten¬ 
ing to uidock their sluiccis, and deluge it with rain ; 
but it was merely a throat for tho following morn- 
"ing all had i^jsappearod, and the atmosjjherc had 
rosuni^d its wofktod ti'aiisparency. 1 have done 
little in tho Miy of lionizing, having soon nearly all 
that is remarkable in (Jairo. A*ly chief .amusement 
is in wandering through* the bazaars, and streets, 
and alleys, of this strange city. These last consti- • 
,tute by far* the gl^3ater portion of Caiiro, and in 

them there ii^ but little thoroughfare. Tt is only in 

* 

the bazaars and two or three principal streets that 
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the motley and mo ting tide of humanity is seen to 
flow. Judging merely^ from these, the traveller 
would carry away very exaggerated notions of the 
population of Cairo. Each article of dress has a 
bazaar to itself. There* is the shoe* bazaar—-’the 
cloth bazaar—the linen bazaat—the carpet bal^aar, 
and even a bazaar for'pcrfumcs. This last is only 
a few feet in breadth, with a number of stalls on 
either side, where all sorts of scents may be bought. 
From the sickly aspect ol' the shopkeepers, and my 
own unjdoasant sftjisations, I should imagine this to 
be a very unhealtl^^localify. There is but little 
appearance of wealth in any of tlA^so bazaars. I 
have seen no valuable Eastern stuff's exposed for 
sale, nor do T imagine that the sha^wls of Cashmere* 
and other ]n<lian articles are to be purchased. 
The houses in the,narrow lanes anil alloys, ahno.st 
touch ea^ other in ilie u]>per stories through the 
medium of projecting ^^balconies of wood, with 
quaintly carved holes for the admissyjn of light 
and air. I’hese stand out from ‘the housiLs on 
cith(*r side, so as almost to touch ; thds,off'ering an 
easy means of communication and inti;iguo between* 
persons residing* on fippOsile sides o*f t^)C street. 
There is little beauty in the general architecture 
of the houses—the mosques with their minarets, and 
a few of the city gates bein^ all that are remark¬ 
able for elegance of design or execution. Many of 
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these are certainly beautiful,, ahd the more strik¬ 
ing that they belong to an order of architectui*o 
not seen in Europe. 

To-day I I’odo up to the citadel in order to en¬ 
joy the prospect from ite summit. Tliis is the 
fines?* view in Egypt, and surpasses, in my eyes, 
the far-famed Hay of Naples* or the view ot Edin¬ 
burgh from the Calton Hill. Hoth those have a 
greater variety of features^ but the^ are of a dif¬ 
ferent and more common-place order,—rocks, and 
mountains, and spireiS, and taring of the sea, arc 
every whei'e to be seen; bu^d^) Pyramids belong 
exclusively to E^ypt.^ Tt true that t/ief/ arc not 
beautiful; but they charm the imagination, while 
there is abunda/ice of beauty for the eye* in the 
Nile, with its carpet of verdant sliorejs—in the 
graceful minarets—the picturesf^ue? Tombs of the 
Caliphs, and above all, in th*o bright a/ufc of an 

over cloudless sky. ^ 

Hapid progress has betm made with the Mos<[ue 
of htohemet AIT: Jmndnals of persons were at work 
of all sexea: *^thoro wore bamls of young girls from 
nine to thirtoeu years of ago, divided into S(piads 
of about, thirty—marsliaTled by a fellow with a 
koorbash in his hand, ,of which he made no sparing 
Use. The girls ‘and boys were carrying rubbish 
from the deep basin in the centre of the building 
destined to receive the boAy of the Pacha. The 

ft * * 
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baskets being Riled, find placed on their heads— 

t I 

they were marched to, the place where the earth 
was to be deposited, being all th^ while obliged to 
sing in chorus; but it was evident from the jaded 
look dnd reluctant step, that, though’irtugic was on 
the lip, there was little joy in’the heart. Thfc only 
beauty of this mosque, is in the slabs of alabaster 
that line the interior of the walls. It is of a mot¬ 


tled white and yellow e<jlour ; but on close inspec- ^ 
tion, the stone is far from pure ; being evorywhoro 
studded with sinall holes, containing an earthy 
matter imprognat(Sr'ii'’yitli iron. The quarry from 
which the alabaster is taken,, lies fibout two days’ 
journey in the desert, on tlie cast bank of the Nile, 
near Henisoucff. * i 

It was within the walls of this very citadel, and 
a hundred yards distant from where his body is to 
repose and I’ot, that j\Ieh<*mot Ali ciiused the whole 
body of the Mamelukes, to bi; treacherously mas¬ 
sacred. Jealous of their power, and Railed by thorn 
in his schemes of ambition, he ^letormincd tw rid 
himself, at “one fell^swoop,” of the wlijlo body of 
Egypt’s chivalry. Accordingly, he ‘invited them 
all to be present at a festival, to be celebrated in 


the citadel in honour of one of his sons. , They .ac¬ 
cepted the invitation, little suspt'ctirig the ti’eachcry * 
thfat was in store for them. Jdc received tliem in 

I 

his palace with smiles, an,d dismissed them with 
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every token of regard. While descending the nar¬ 
row defile conducting to thp city gate, nSounted on 
their steeds splendidly caparisoned, and arrayed in 
their gayest apparel, on a signal given from the 
palace tlje «'gate was shut; and the whole • body, 
amoiVtiting to several hundreds, thus hemmed in on 
all sides, wore exposed to d murderous fire from 
companies of soldiers oonceah'd on the ramparts. 
The wretched men had neither the moans of os- 

t t 

cape, nor of selling dearly their lives. One only 
came alive from that scene of'horrid carnage. 
Stung to frenzy by the fou Ht fr.ghery that was lay¬ 
ing his companions dead at his feet, he forced his 
noble courser up an almost perpendicular w'all, from 
whoso summit hp plunged to the‘foot of a yawning 
precipice. The horse was killed on tin; spot; but 
wonderful to I’elate, the rider escaped unhurt. In 
the confusion that followed,* he eontrivetl to got 
into the*doscrt, and make his way to Syria, wher(» 
ho lives to this day; and yet the admii’crs of the 
Pacha extol his humanity! Yes! The tiger is 
humane wheh gorged to the teeth. Mohemet Ali, 
now that ho is secure in power, does not slay men 
for his aipusement; hence, ho is, perhaps, more hu¬ 
mane than Nero or Caligula; but let a man come 
between him anU his “ vaulting ambition,” and 
where*will then be his humanity ! Every stop of his 
rise to power, Las been traced in blood; and I 
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grieve to think that*h« does not endeavour to wipe 

out those stains by ameliorating the condition of 

his people, and appropriating his sui plus revenues 

to more useful and benevolent,purposes, than in the 
, • 
building of mosques for his own vile carcass. It 

might naturally have been supposed, that, after the 

ft 

two dreadful epidemics of cholera fiud plague, du¬ 
ring both of which thousands of his subjects perish¬ 
ed in tilt; streets for wai»t of shelter, his first care 
would have been to projide against similar calami¬ 
ties in futurt', by tlu* erection of one or more hospi- 
tals for their reccpfrifLl and relief; but he has done 
nothing of the kind. Away then \^th the twaddle 

about the Immanity of the man who leaves his sub- 

* 

jeets to (lie in the streets; and •who squanders 
thousands upon thousands, wrung from their hard 
necessities, in ordeV that his own ashes may repose 
ill mock magnificence m a mausoleum of alabaster. 

Mchenu't Ali has the Reputation of being a man 
of great talent, and certainly as a siicc^issful politi¬ 
cal intriguer he stands unrivalle<l. ‘Even the»wily 

Tallcvrand, or the devil himself, would <iot outwit 

" *. . . . 
the Pacha. In proof of this, Mr Pnissc narrated 

... , • • 

to me a striking examph;. » 

• The jealousy of the Ottoman (government of the 

power and /inibitious views of its vassal is well’ 

<1 

know'll. Indeed, although Jure a vassal^ and 

» I 
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continuing to pay the tribute, fabout L.90,000 a- 
. year), he is, de facto^ altogether independent of the 
Sultan. The latter being too feeble to pall down 

I 

the Pacha by force, it was resolved in secret divan 

t 

at Constantinople, to get'tid of him by trestchory. 
Accordingly, a Capudan Pacha was dispatched to 
Egypt, the oste,risible bearer of compliments and 
instructions for Mehomet Ali on the part of his 
, Sublime Highness; but in. reality to seize a favour¬ 
able moment for putting him to dojith, and declar¬ 
ing himself his successor. It appears that the 

Pacha loiows, to the most ^sftlfeuto particular, all 

* • c • 

that transpires m thp divan at Constantinople, by 
means of bribes to men high in tho confidence of 
the Sultan. Tlrronglr this chamlcl he had received 
notice of tho real object of tho envoy’s mission; 
and he jrrepared himself accordwrgly. It was con¬ 
ceited between him arrd his son Ibrahim,* that the 
« 

former should go to Cairo pn the ground of delicate 
health, while the latter only remained at Alexan¬ 
dria to receive *the envoy of the Poito. The great 

( 

man duly arrived. His landing was announced by 
roar’s of carmen, and body guards of troops wore ap¬ 
pointed to do him honour. * He was lodged in the pa¬ 
lace of the Pacha, and waited on with humble assi¬ 
duity by Ibrahim',' who expressed the regrets of his 
father* at not being able to receive, on his landing, .so 
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distinguished a guest, and attributed his absence 

to the advice of his ph3V3icians. In a few days the 

preparations for the voyage were poinplotcd. The 

state-barge of the Pacha wafj fitted up with every 

% 

magnificence for the sole flse of the strahger, whom 
Ibrahim was to accompany in his own bark.’ So 
far well. Meanwhile the captain ,of the Envoy’s 
barge received his instructions—namely, that some¬ 
where between Fouah ami Cairo, he was to drown 
liis passenger in such a manner as the event would 
appear altog<*thor the result of accident; but that 


the body and all the i^ffects should bo preserved. 
Failing in this umhirtaking, Ijis ovvji head was to 
pay tlwi forfeit. The Envoy was duly drowned, and, 
stitched between the folds of the V(ry coat in which 
h(j perished, was found the firman of the Sultan, 
with his own name and seal annexed, tleclaring Me- 
hemctAira rebel—ordering the Capudan Pacha to 
put him to death as such,, and appointing him in 
his stead Viceroy of higypt! The old Pacha—a 
Satanic smile jilaying on his lip—r.ead the firman— 
caused it to bo replaced exactly as it Jiad been 
found, and remitted the garment containing it, with ’ 
all the effects of the deceased, to Constaatinople, 
with a letter to the Sultan expressive of his most 
profound sorrow for the unfortuna'tci accident that * 
had befallen the Envoy, and respectfully desiring 
that his Sublime Highness should make known his 
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commands through another ambassador! It may 
readily be supposed that no other Capudan Pacha 
was found willing to undertake so delicate a mis- 
sion. I do not blamp Mehemot Ali for this stroke 
of policy i on the contrai-;^, he deserves all praise for 
the manner in which he repaid the treachery of his 
master. It waq a good example of the biter bitten. 

Marl'll 2 .—At the Pyramids to-day. Sot otit 
alone on a donkey after an early Lroakfast. The 
distance is m>w only half what it was on my first 

• I • 

visit, 'fhe waters having now receded, to-day I 
followofl the string, formerly the bow. Much of 
what was then a wa§te of waters, is now a green 
carpet smiling with verdure and vegetable life. 
Two hours and«a-half brought me to the base of 
the (Ireat Pyramid, which I immediately ascended, 
accompanied by only one Arab, to whom I paid two 
jnastres. 1 had ])ai(l twenty on the former occa¬ 
sion. I ascended entirely without assistance—the 
day was suf>erb—a dead calm—and the view the 
most striking ?h the world. The desert is like the 
ocean—seen to most advantage in its two extremes. 
Formerly T oiijoyed the grandeur of the storm : to¬ 
day the t?ei‘enity of the ^alm. J ‘descended by the 
south-west angle, haying come up by the north¬ 
east. Here tlio stones are much less corroded than 


ft 

on the opposite side; doubtless because they are 
nearly always to leeward. Very few of the stops 
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arc above throe feet in depth. It is only ne, ■li¬ 
the base lhat any of^thom surpass this height. 
I experienced no difficulty whatever in the descent. 
Indeed, I see no reason why a iicrsoii of onlinary 
nerve should not go up oj* down, or a)l ^ound, from 
any elevation. » .' 

Some years ago an English gentleman fell, t»r 
threw himself, from the top of the great Pyrainiil. 
It has been alleged that ho ha<l ctuue ex[U’essly 
from England in order to put an eud to him.'iclf in 
this luauner. In proof of which are advanced the 
circumstances of his havii^ made a will the nighi 
before he left Cairo, and liis having refused to per¬ 
mit an vVrab to accompany him to the top. 'fliese 
are, in my opinion, very insufficient iiremisos for 
such a conclusion. There was a friend, however, 
along with him, but who was looking in a ditterent 
direction at the time,* and did not see thtMuanner 
of the fall. hV>r myself, 1 can hardly understand 
how his body reached the bottom, for ,^he slope is 
so gradual, and tlu' letlges of stone ,so broail. that 
it must have rested on one of these; this apjilies, 
however, only to the'angles. Towards the centra 
the fall would ho easy. ,I>very bono of his body 
was broken to shatters; his clothes, and (weii his 


very shoes, torn into shreds. t 
.Colonel hi. Vyse is now encamped near the,great 


» 
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Pyramid, and has a party of^150 Arabs at work in 
various places—some trying'to open thfe third Py¬ 
ramid, to which no entrance has hitherto been dis- 
covered—others'boring the back of the Sphinx— 

* f ^ 

some seaych?ng for tombs in the sands—Jind others 
endeavouring to reveal the minute anatomy of the 
great Pyramid. I entered* this last to see what 

I 

progress had been made, bet was soon forced to 
retreat. Having scrambled up a ^icloitty ladder, 1 
got into a passage dug out of the rock, barely 
largo enough to crawl through, at the extremity of 
which a naked Arab wlis engaged in excavating, a 
little lantern Ifurniiig by his side. There are six 
men employed in this work, who relievo each other 
by turns. Thereat was that of an oven, and the 
air, partly consumed by the taper, and loaded with 
the exhalations from the bodieg of the workmen, 
was the most impure and disgusting T eveV inhaled. 
Operations have been going on for several months, 
boring through the solid masonry; but no discovery 
at iv^l commeiAurate with the labour and expense, 
has yet bc^^nmadc—only, I believe, one small chani- 
* ber, above tljiat knowji as Davidson’s. It was para¬ 
dise to breathe the fro*sh* air after* such a poisonous 

iinniur^iment. I imincdiately repaired to the pic- 

« 

‘turesquo and hospitable encampment of Colonel 
Vys0, whore my choking thirst was assuaged by a 
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bumper of wine and .water. Colonel V. has beni 

* 

SIX weeks in the desert, amusing himself by draw- 
ing, and superintending his work parties. Although 

he has hitherto found little to reward him, he still 

* , » 

goes oh undaunted, with 'a perseverando worthy of 
a better cause.* ’ * 

The more intimate one become^ with the Pyra¬ 
mids, the more is one impressed with their enor¬ 
mous bulk; but in onlcr to appreciate it fully, 
one of the sides should be viewed in profile. A])- 
proaching them *in front, the eye is not so forci¬ 
bly stnick by their magnitude. It has been calcu¬ 
lated by a French engineer, t)iat ^lio materials of 
the great Pyramid would suffice to build a wall t(?n 
feet high and two feet broad round the whole king- 

I 

dom of France! Several of the inostpies in (Jairo 
have been built with stones from this vast moim- 
inont, and yet the eye does not miss them. 

Herodotus states, tlia^ the great Pyi’amid was a 
work of twenty years of unremitting labour—that 
there were employed in its erection* 00,000 >nen, 
who were relieved every three months—aad that ten 

* Since tlio autluir'H rotui’ii to T^nglancl, In; Ij.ih learned that 
Colonel Vyso lia.s completely succeeded in ri:vcalin}>»tlio whole 
internal structure of the great Pyramid. Although this dis¬ 
covery throws no light n]>on the original purpose <of tJiis mo¬ 
nument, it is s-jitisfactory to have attaiiiei^ a knowledge of its 
secret chambers. ’ 
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years were consumed in preparing the rock for the 
foundation, and constructing the pavement along 
which the stones were to bo conveyed. Tt is 

•i 

curious that authors ^hould differ so lUcaterially as 

to the dimensions of this monument—the m6asin’c- 

# ^ 

ments of its height varying from 616 feet, the maxi¬ 
mum, to 470 , the minimum' of modern travellers. 
This last is thomeasuremoiii .'>f the French Savans. 
There are similar differences of oj.iiiion regarding 
the length of the sides, and the number of layers of 
stone. Most authors, however, agree that the sides 
are about 7o0 feet in 'length, and that tlie layers 
are from 206 to 260, in number. All tluvsci discro 
pancies arc to bo accounted for by the inccjualitics 
caused by the irounds of rubbish piled against the 
sides. The author of tin; volume upon Fgypt in the 
Edinburgh Cabinet Library, a^^sumos, as an ap¬ 
proximate calculation — “ that the structure in 
question is 480 feet high,, on a base of 7o0 feet in 
length; or* in other words, covering an area of 
about eleven Seres, and rising to an elevation of 

127 feet above the cross of 8t l^aul’s.” Wilkinson 

* . ‘ . 

says, that the area of Lincoln’s Inn Fields is about 

<1 

equal to*that of the grea’t Pyramid. 

Regarding the uses of these monuments various 
‘conjectures have'been formed. One author considers 
them as temples dedicated to the Sun—another to 
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Vemis !—a third is pf opinion that they were in¬ 
tended as observatorios; while Shakspeare makes 
them to be Niloraeters— , 

, They take the flow oi^ the Nile » ' 

By certain scales of thu Pyramid : they kilow 
By the liei^lil, the lowness, or the moan, if doa^tV 
Or foison follow.'* * 

For myself, I think the most probable conjecture 
is that generally rocciv(-‘d, of their having been the 
tombs of kings. Th<^ vanity of man knows n(» 
limits when it can be indulged without remonstrance 
or restriction. I should feel disposed, however, to 
believe, that the great Pyraiipd, wliich is said to be 
the most ancient, was, on the contrary, the most 
modern ; for judging of human nature in those days 
by the piv'sent standard, it is not probable that 
succeeding inona:*c]is woidd be content to erect for 
themselves monnincTits inferior to those of their 
predecessors ; and, on these grounds, T should in¬ 
fer that the small Pyramid was the hiost ancient 
—the gi‘t!at one the most recent, "y 

I reached Cairo al^out sunset, completely knocked 
up. A letter from Alexandria informs mo, that tra- 
vellers coming from Greece must ride a f/uarantinr; 
‘of fifteen davs at Malta. This, added to another of 
seventeen days on landing there from hjgypt, is too 

irAich time to lose.—So I mu^t give up Athdhs. 

' '* 

March G. 1837-—During the last four days the 
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Khamsin has prevailed, bringing in its train clouds 

♦ < 

of dust, and raising the tempei-ature from G4° to 

87° Fahrenln'it. ,.This is the first hot wind I have 

« 

experienced in Egypt. During the two first days 
of its pruvAlenco, I felt *exc(!ssively incomiiioded, 

f ^ 

sulforing from a universal uneasiness—with throb¬ 
bing of the tcinporal arteries, and violent palpita¬ 
tions of the lit'art. In spite of the great ris(‘ of 
, temperature 1 felt chilly; niy handn wore burning 
hot, while the foot were cold; the sltin was dry and 
wrinkled, and with a sensation of being too tightly 
fitted to the body. For two nights I did not close 
an eye, but lay tossing to and fro in a restless and 
fevered state. All my attempts to [jroduce perspi¬ 
ration were in vr»in, until yoster<lay, when the pores 
opened spontaneously, and <'vcry feeling of uneasi ¬ 
ness immediately disappeared. ». To-day I suffer 
only from the dust, which, in spite of all precau¬ 
tions, has covered the floor of my room—b(nl, table, 
&;c., to tho 6cpth of half an inch. The Arabs have 
a saying, th.-jt* so penetrating is tho dust of the 
Khamsin, that it goes through the shell of an egg. 
’[ walked out for a short time to survey tho as¬ 
pect of tlio heavens, buf was nearly choked and 
blinded. It was impossible to see an object a hun- 
'dred yards distalnt. Tho sun was altogether ob¬ 
scured ; or, if he did occasionally shine, it was 
with a lurid and a ghastly glare. T went no 
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farther than to the Hospital, where I accom¬ 
panied Pl’uner on his afternoon visit. Then' 
have been forty-three admissions of ophthalmia 
since the commencement of thh Khamsin; but 
Mr K. attributes the attacks more ^he differ¬ 
ence of temperature between 'night and day, ‘than 
to the mechanical irritation of the sand. Xoiui of 
the cases are of a grave charactcT. The dreadful 
Egyptian ophthalmia, that <loprived of their sight 
so many French and liritish soldieivs, hardly now 
s. J’runcr* tells mo that, when his patients 

ap.ply in time, he seldom lofees an eye, and that the 
cases 1 saw to-day will bo dismiss<^d in less than a ’ 
week, the attack readily yielding to a strong col- 
lyrinm of sulphate of zinc, witboyt constitutional 
treatment, ‘fho <;i'eatest rise of the tlierinomeiter 
in my bed-room, looking N.W., has b(!en 87'’ Fah¬ 
renheit. It is now (*ftiidnight) at 78 . 

The Simoom or Saniiel, that .sometimes clostroys 

0 

men and animals, and even whole cara*'ans, in the 
desert, is a eoncentratf.'d blast of Khjxmsin, la.sting 
genei’ally but for a few minutes, and pa.^sing over 
a limited space.'. Mahmoud tells me that, on his' 
way to Senaai' last year with an Ertgli.sh Jady and 
gontloman, the party wa,s overtaken in the de.sert 
by the Simoom, upon which theydmmeeliately dis-* 
mounted, and threw themselves on the Jjrou»d, to 
avoid the suffocatieJn that threatened them; even 
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the camels buried tlieir mouths and nostrils in the 

r 

sands. On asking hini ho\t' the la 

^ 9 

support the hardships and fatigue of such a jour¬ 
ney, ho replied that MadamtJ Jl. was the most in- 

r 4 

trepid t^ave'ilor of the party, having iievor once 
coinplained of wcafinoss or privation. Scarce a 
day passes that ho does net sound the praises of 

I 

Madame It. She must ind“o«l be no common per¬ 
son to have undertaken a jourm,;;. the difficulties 
of which few men are willing to cnconuttM*. Being 
the only Eiiro[)ean woman who h;wl ('vor penetrated 
into these remote pai*t.%, she was the objoefcof uni¬ 
versal admiratit>n and homage. A ecording to iMah- 

C 

moud, every Avoman in Senafir came to visit her. 

It is remarkable that this wind should change 
all of a sudden from the e.xtrcjuie of cold to fic'ry 
heat. The last time it blow from the southwar<l 
was the day before I reaclrMl .‘sacaara. It was 
then biting cold, whereas now it is accompanied by a 
rise of nearly It is difficult to account for the 

effects prodiuf.'d on the human frame by the Kham¬ 
sin, agaiii^st which few [jorsons are, 1 belif've, proof, 
'Yet it cannot bo the morti heat that is pr<‘judicial, 
for the hot winds of Hudia, which prevail from the 
beginning of March until the middle of Juno, when 
the rains commence, arc not unhealthy, although 
hottfcr even than the Khamsin: probably, if it were 

i • 

to continue month or more 'at a time, the body 


dy \fas .able to 
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Would become acclimated, and consequently indif¬ 
ferent. I attribute th*e .symptoms that it causes not 
to any thing peculiar to, or specific in, the wind 
itself; but to the suddenness of’ its advent, and 
to the- abrupt rise in temperature, w/iicl\ scorches 
up the skin, and prevents the secretion of *per- 
spiration so essential to health, cs^^ccially in a hot 
climate. 

Match 10.—During the last four days, the 
weather has been cool and delightful, the wind 
having returned* to the northward, and thermo¬ 
meter in the shade ranging detween 04° and 70°. It 
was towards dawn on the 7th thAt the Khamsin 
took its departure. A slight shower had fallen in 
the night, which was immediately followed by a 
change of wind. To tlio.se who are exposed to the 
night air, such sudden changes must be very p«!r- 
nicious. The numbef of funerals in the streets of 
lat(\ may thus be accounted for. To-day several 

t 

such processions passed my windows. «* 

A fun(3ral in Cairo is certainly a siji^igular affair. 
The corpse is borne in the centre of the pfocessioii, 
precedeil by a number of blind men chaunting a 
requiem, and follo^ved by a^trkin of fefnale njourners 
hired by the relatives to wring their hands—boat 
their breast.s,—and howl out their'fictitious lamen- » 
tat^ons. In proportion to the wealth aiAl station 
of the deceased, so is thd number of blind men and 
VOL. II. * * D • 



42 , ' CAIRO—MARRIAGE-PROCESSIONS. 


mourning women. I have soon one or two funerals 
with not less then sixty peyinrmers of both sexes. 

The marriag(j-processions are also sufficiently 
quaint; but herb all is mirth and gladness. Tho 
bride, wbo» is veiled from« top to too, walks under a 
canopy more or lesJs gorgeouv'?, borne by tho rela¬ 
tives, decked in all thoir fiuOry, and surrounded by 
a strange group of 'rejoicing followers. Here, too, 
tho magic iiiHuenco of wealtli displayetl: that 
same enchanter which purchases sorrow for the 
d<.‘ad, is equally successful in causing the loud laugh 
to peal in the train of’Hymen. The custom of fe¬ 
male mourners»<is as old as the time of Jcu'cmiah. 
In tho ninth chaj)t<*r of his prophecy it is written. 
“ Thus saith tljo Tjord of Hosts, Consider ye, and 
call foi* the monrnhiff women that they may come.” 

Vosterday I made the ac<[uaintauce of the Re¬ 
verend Mr Leider, a (jlerntan, emiiloyed by tho 
British* Missionaiy Society. He is a gentleman of 
extensive a/tquirements, and speaks Mnglish like a 

native. Mr iu. is at tho head of a school which is 

/ 

attended^by about sixty pupils—the children of 
Coptish parents. 1 saw his little flock at their 
lessons ^ but being taftgbt in Arabic, could form no 
opinion of thoir acquirements. Theri^ are only five 
Mussulnian children at the school, tho panmts of 
thatk pcrgfaasion not choosing that tKoir chihlren 
should bo t. .ught by, anh amongst heretics. In 
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this country whore j^)ostacy from the faith of the 

prophet is an offence pjinisluiblc by deatli, instances 

of proselytism are i‘arc. Tndeecj. in all attempts 

to convert the heathen, odneatioh must bo the ini- 

* . • 

tiative—the pliant twig may be trained ^^t will, but 
the stubborn tree cannot be b*ent. •* 

I rode this forenooh to Old Caii’o, and crossed 
the Nile to tlie village of Gliiseli, in order to sec the 
])roC('ss of iM(;nb<‘iti()n eondiictcd by rn'tificial lieat. 
There is something ing<!Mious in the idea of bring¬ 
ing chickens ini* the world, and rearing them with¬ 
out a mothers aid. The hursery, if such it may 
be calk'd, is a miserable mud build'hig, consisting of ' 
two chambers, and sev('ral recesses whore the eggs 
are placed, and <luly w'atchod aiyl heated. The 
iiUK'r chamber (into which 1 crawk'd through a 
hole) was about tlm temperaturo of h0°, or pei’haps, 
from the coolness of tlie air outsick', I may have 
oxairirerati.'d the aiuount of lieat. 'I’Ik' roof is vault- 
ed, an<l perforated by small round Iwles, for the • 
admi.ssioii of air. It was interestin^to see 500 or 
(500 orphan chicks, all huddled together, and to 
hoar their j)Iaintive chirping, which J interpreted 
as a lanu'iit foi* the absence of a* mothfir’s care. 
The broken shells from which they had escaped 
thi.s morning, were removed to a oornor; *but I saw* , 
no,ne in the act of emerging from their tiative pri¬ 
son. Being alone,* T ciuld obtain no information 
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from the guardians respecting the details of the 
process; but I understand .that about three weeks 
elapse before tho^ chicks come forth. The eggs are 
furnished by the' villagers, who receive a third of 
their origiRa'l deposit in .Uvc-stock. One-third is 
allow’'ed for failures—the remaining one being the 
portion of the rearer. Mahmoud tolls me that as 
many as 40,000 chldions aic brought into the world 
in one season at this Ghiseh nuite'^ry; but this is 
probably an exaggeration, seeing that the process 
does not succeed, except during the months of 
spring. *’ 

On ray returif^ I stopped to visit the Nilomctor at 
the southern extremity of the island of Roda. It 
is a sunken chapiber of about twelve feet square, 
with a graduated hexagonal column standing in the 
centre, and without any roof. A descent of twenty 
or twenty-four steps brought mo to the edge of the 
water, which is of course at present of little depth. 
The walls of- the chamber have eacli an arched re¬ 
cess, in the bottom of which a thick cake of allu- 
vium has, accumulated. During the rise of the 
Nile, criers go through the city proclaiming the 
daily increase of the <fa*tcrs; but it is universally 
allowed that no reliance can be placed on their 
statements. Tlio Nilomctor of Egypt is a kind of 
stock exchange, whose fluctuations afibrd ample 
scope to the agricultural gambler. As every thing 
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depends on the height to which the inundation 

t • 

reaches, of course its progress must be matter 
of universal interest. The price'j. too, of grain are 
regulated by the prospect of an abundant or scanty 
harvo’st. Rain is never “taken into acftoiyit as in¬ 
fluencing the hopes of the liusbandman in Egypt. 
Indeed, it is asserted that the fpw showers that 
fall, in the course of the year,' are injurious rather 
than beneficial to v(*getatiou ; but this can hardly ^ 
bo. Groat diflerences^ occur in the various state¬ 
ments of authors respecting the height to which 
the inundation ought to reach, in order to benefit 
or destroy. Aceor<ling to Ayilkirfson, who is pro¬ 
bably the most accurate and best informed modern 
writer on Egypt, the lowest rise i*) eighteen cubits; 
the canals arc then cut; nineteen cubits he calls 
“ tolerable,'”—twmity “ good,'" —t^venty-one “ suf¬ 
ficient,”—twenty-tvvo fill every canal, and arc per¬ 
fect,—twenty-four would overwhelm and ruin. A 
cubit is tw<>nty-ono inches and a fraction : hence, 
in order fully to fertilize tins valley ctf Egypt, a per¬ 
pendicular rise of about thirty-eight icet is re¬ 
quired. 

. JJefore coming home, I paid a visit to» the gar¬ 
dens of Ibrahim Pacha, in .the island of Roda— 

» 

they are vpry beautiful, and uilder the superin^ • 
tenidence of an agreeable aiyl intelligent country¬ 
man, Mr Traill, whose flowery and isolated abode. 
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I almost envy. Indeed, if ^ny thing on earth 
. could temj3t mo to enter thv service of a Turk, it 
would be such a situation as that of Mr T. T have 
frequently visited him^in his tranquil retreat. I’o- 
day he pi:osdnted me with a sturdy cudgel of 'teak- 
wood,*cut from the only tree of that species in 


%ypt- 

March 14.—The u^eather is hdightfully cofil; the 
thermometer now before me (ton P. ) b^'iug at 04”. 
It has not been as high as 70” at any hour of the 
day since the departure of tlio Kllanisin. 

The day bi'fore yestc'rday, I rode to visit the 
Oardens of Sholibra. An avenue of Lehhch and 

A 

Sycamore trees, iiliout thri'e miles in lonjLjth, leads 
to tile gate. L passed three hours in wander¬ 
ing among the nuiiK'rous and extensive) walks. 
The gardens are eert.-iinly prott}', 5 ’et I eame 
away disappointeil. 'Ihc haifd of man is every 

f 

where to be seen, but there is little of nature; 

I 

—trim walks? and formal parterres, marble foun¬ 
tains, mosaic /^)avein<-uts, and viae-trellise<l ar¬ 
bours, hav/i not the simple beauty of a grassy 
mead. In ojery direction tlu) grounds are in- 
torsected »by iri’igation rilts. The water is raised 
from the Nile by bullo(^k-wheel.s, and condueted to 

I 

the remotest corners. All this has a bad effect, 
and strongly reminds one that nature is not hern 
spontaneous. 3ho is in a inannef foi’ced to display 
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her chamis : the flowers, indeed, were fair to look 

» *» 

upon, but though I sn\elle<l many, tlnu’o was fra¬ 
grance in none. They recalled tq mind the differ¬ 
ence between the rouged cheek o/ fjishionablo life, 
and the roseate glow of T>aturo's lovelili^s^. ^Vllat 
pleased mo most was the abundant show of ^blos¬ 
som,—cherries, ptjaches, apples, i>ears, &c. These 

» 

were certainly beautiful; yet, h-t the water-wheel 
stoj) but for a single month, and they must all 

wither and die. For my own part, 1 would not 

» 

giv(! a “ knowe''' of green grass, with its modest 
white daisies and yellow gbwans, such as I have a 
thousand times reclined upon in “ b^mny Scotland,’' 
for fifty gardens like those of Shoubra. 

In one of the walks I forgathered with a party 
of Indian officers, whoso acipiaiiitance 1 inad(i tlie 
same eveniiiff at Dr Walne’s. Shoubra is a fa- 

® I 

vourite r(?sort of the Pacha. I saw' the Ilareeu>, 

which is at present euii)ty, but was disai)pt)inted at 

» 

not getting admission. It is a <piaini and rather 
pretty l)uihling; the wimlow's on tl:y groin id-floor 
are like those of a jail, only the bars^^aro much 
closer, and maile of curiously knotted wood ; within 
tliese there is ar/other barrier of w^cker-u'ork, and 
lastly a glass window'. Indeed, the whole building 
has the air of a prison—and so in leality it is, for* 
none can either enter or go out without leave. 
When the ladies ai‘c permitted to amuse themselves 
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in the gardens, all the workynen must retire. It 
were death to bo even an wivoluntary spectator oi 
the houris of the Jtlareom ! 

• " Insoitis Aotaion vidit sino vostc Dianaiu, ^ 

« *Pra?da fiiit i*avibus non minus illo suis.” 

Yesterday I wandered for an hour through the 
Jewish quarter of the town, where some of tin; 
lanes are so narrow that i\\o donko}.: could hardly 
pass. In many parts even the light ^ (*ntiroly shut 
out by th(} balconies that block np Ichc narrow open¬ 
ing aloft. The air can* har<lly circulate, and even 
in passing throTigh tjiis dismal (piartor, there is a 
feeling of infection. When tin? jdagne breaks out, 
the poor Jew is/he first to suftei*, and no wonder. 

Yesterday an Ihiglish family, Mr and Mrs W., 
another lady, and child, arrivtvl from Uombay. 
Being my next-door noighbdVirs, I wait(xl upon 
them this forenoon, and was vej’y favourably im¬ 
pressed by ihy visit. Mr W. held a high official 
situation undtf' the Bombay Government. 

In the afternoon I accompanied Dr Walne to Bou- 
lac, to visit a seminary established by the Pacha for 
the education of cT'ginccrS. Mr iTickckyan, a very 
intelligent and w’ell-educated Ai’menian, is head 
blaster of the school. A t the ago of ten Jic had been 
sent from fJonstantin^plo to England, where he re¬ 
mained till the completion of *his studies. The 
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building is^a large an/l handsome edifice, frontin 
the river, and was originally the palace of a Jiey. 
The various rooms and halls in Abo upper storey 

are airy and spacious, but tliQ sleeping apartments 

• * 

are too crowded with bec?s. and the odo&rs.in those 
of the ground-floor wore sufficient to breed d pes¬ 
tilence. There are two hundred, youths in the 
establisliment, who aiv: clotlu'd*, fed, and educated, 
at the exiHiU'^c 'f ’>< .State. Tin; assistants (or 
}>roios.sor', they call^ themselves), have all been 
educated i.) j'ans. One of them, a dapp('r little 
hlgyptian, had all the air of a French perrmpner. 
Mr ] '. tohi mo that Ikj thouglit th^ eaj)acity of the 
/Vrab boys for learning mathematics, d(>cid(*dly su¬ 
perior to that of the English. The classics Jire, of 
course, not included iji the curriculum of study. 
The Pacha has been plastered with eulogies on 
account of this institution, h^or mysidf, I ^ive him 
no credit; seeing that tl}e object is not to ju'omotc' 
the welfare of his peojdo, but t«> cont^ibute to tht» 
maintenance of his overgrow'ii power.'< A oon<iueror 
must have engiuci'rs^, and ho finds it m-^ro conve¬ 
nient, as well as more economical, to educate his 
own subjects, than to emjfiloy foreigners, dn short, 
self, and self only, is the ruling princij)lo of the 
Pacha’s conduct. 

"March J9.—There was mjich heavy rain* last 
night, and to-day the streets arc almost impass- 
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able from mud. On tho IGtJy I set out at six a. m. 
with Mr VV., to witness a review of troops by 
Ibrahim Pacha—jbwt no review took j)lace. Instead 
of returning to X^airo, wc prolongcid our ri<le to 

f * 

Mataroa^„the* ancient Heliopolis. It is a long ride, 
but good com])any made the w.ay short. Nothing 
now remains to mark the site' of tliis once r(!nownod 
seat of learning, except an obvUsk of granite, and 
some indistinct mounds of earth. 'JUie obelisk is 
about seventy feet in height, but a gr<.:at portion of 
its base is buried. It is a fiiui 6 olumn, although 
possessing little of the elegance of thesis of Karnak 
and Luxor. l)iA’in<f tho inundation it is surroundt.'d 

O « 

by tho Nile. Plato and Einloxus are said to have 
studied at a schpol of Heliopolis : it was something 
to have trode in the st<!ps of the' “ Athenian Heo,” 
and the renowned navigatin’ of [hij Cajs' of Good 
Hope. • 

About a ipiarter of a inile from the obelisk is a 
Sycamore, nlider whoso boughs Josciph and Mary 
and the iiifuntf Jesus, are said to have rested, when 
they fled iyto Egypt from the persecution of llt'rod. 
The tree standi^ i)> the midst of a lemon gnnx*, and 
has n curious flat and efoilgatcd trunk, with tho ap¬ 
pearance of four sepai^atiJ trees having been united 
to form it; the girth, by a rude mea|ureinent, is 
twenty fct?t, and four fresh and vigorous shoots 
rise from its ve.icrable top. I *am always willing 
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to be credulous in matjtcrs like these, but hero, un- 
fortunately, reason and liaith are too much at vari¬ 
ance. 'riiat tlie said tree is thi'C'^ humlrod years 
old, I make not the smallest douht; but that it 
should ’exceed eighteen d(‘nturies, altogetljcr sur¬ 


passes bcli(‘f. However, there are Christiaiih in 
Cairo who believe, or affect to believe, in its al¬ 
leged antiquity. Althougli the superstition regard¬ 
ing tlie tree be an i<lle (»ne, nothing is more likely 
than that tlie Holy Fainily may have reposed on 
the s])ot whicli its* l)r)nglis o‘»'rsliadow. 

In tlie afternoon I went to' one of the baths with 
which Cairo abounds. From a larjje chamber, of 
the temj)erature of the atmosphere, where I un¬ 
dressed, t was conducted into a smaller apartment 
heated to about 90'^ h’ahreuheit. Here 1 remained 


lor a iniimto or twq, staiuling between two naked 
Mussulmans, both do\hnitly engaged in prayer. 1 
w’as next ushor('d into th<f bathing-hall, a spacious 
circular eJiamber, having in its centre "'a fountain 
and j('t d‘(‘uu of hot water, ai’ound w’fich eight or 
ten men were undergoing the discipline the at- 
t('ndants. On fii'st entering, the heat a.nd moisture 
wore most oppressive, bn? { soon bbeanu^ recon¬ 
ciled to both. After sitting for a few minutes in 
mute amazenjent at the novel scene before? Jiie, one • 

of the attendants laid hold of me, and ruubed <md 

* 

scraped my wdiole body with his hands, which were 
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furnished witli hard cloth glpves. Not a word was 
spoken, and I resigned myself implicitly to his care. 
Having finished /,ho scrubbing process, ho led me to 
a fountain in a recess of the chamber, and dashed 
basin after basin of hoV water on my fa Jo with 
such* rapidity, that 1 had scarcely time to breathe 
in the intervals. A barber now made his appear¬ 
ance flourishing a razor, and, without saying a word, 
seized me by the nose, and swept tln^ razor over the 
only part of my face that had no beard;—this in¬ 
cluded little more than my chocktbones. Why In.* 
shaved them, 1 could not discover. I was now con¬ 
ducted to a snilill a})artnient outside the bathing- 
hall, where my att(?ndant covered me with shoots 
and towels—dij-ying the body by pinching, and 
pi’essing, and scpieozing with the hand. 

As a matter of cleanliness b.'^th.s in this fashion 
are suj>crior to those of Euro|)e ; but, viewed as a 
luxury, they cannot stand a comparison. There is 
something grateful to the flesh, and soothing to the 
spirit, from the immtjrsion of the wliole body in a 
bath of Jiot water: here, on the contrary, the 
nerves are agitated rather than calmed. It is quite 
impossible to give one^s l^elf up to ‘meditation in the 
midst of a discipline go active ami varie<l. Neither 
is the eastern bath at all adapted to ^a sick man, 
whose strength would sink, from being so long de- 
tamed in an orcot posture. 
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The charge was three piastres, with an addition 
of two whiih I presented as “ buckshish” to the 
“ frotteur” and officious barber. 

During the last three days the «ity has been all 
agog b.y the celebration o( the*l}eiram Festival: I’he 
shops are mostly shut, and the streets nearly impas¬ 
sable from the quantities of sheep going to be 
slaughtered. The Cairians abandon themselves to 
feasting and pleasure, an«l pass the forenoons at tlm 
city gates. These are the chi«‘f resorts of the idle, 
whore (like the Darriors of Ihiris, on a Sunday) 
they dock for amusement. »This forenoon 1 rode 
to the citadel, and afterwards by thn Tombs of the 
Cali])h,s to the “ Bab el nasr,’ * the largest and the 
handsomest gate of Cairo. Vast crowds of per¬ 
sons u(!r{i here collected—swings on various primii- 
ples were in active opinvation—story-tellers were 
delighting the gr(>cdy. ears of their audience;—but 
the (exhibition th.at attracted by far the greatest 
number of spectators, was one that woidd have dis¬ 
graced the secret orgies of hell, l^ncwer before 
witnessed such a revolting instance of public pro¬ 
fligacy : I looked on Yor a f(‘w minutes to satisfy 
myself that my eyes were yo> deceiving me for the 
character of the sex I blush to record that women 
formed a largo portion of the spectators. Th(!y . 
were veiled, it is true; but this only served to make 
their presence the, moife hiddous. 1 came away 



54 


CAIRO—HOSPITAL. 


filled with disgust: hesitating between abhorrence 
of a government that could'tolerate, aifd })ity for a 
people that could witness, such a spectacle. 

In the evtming dined with Mr and Mrs W. It 

was a reaUiJicasuro to pjiss a few hours in the so- 

# * 

ciety of an agreeaWe and lady-liko hlnglishwotuan. 
Nothing can supply the want of feui.‘de society in 
Cairo. In tlio whole of tliih vnst city there are not 
three l^higlish ladies. No remark more ti’ue and 
trite, than that men long removed from the refining 
influence of virtuous wonfan, d<jgonei*ato both in 
manners and in feelinji^. This is one of the grand 
drawbacks to aiperjuaiumt residence in (Jairo. The 
fine climate alone is* not sufticient. To the Jisth- 
matic lungs, indeed, it is a paradise ; but a great 
dtal more than bodily health is re<[uired in order 
to constitute happiness. 

March ^1.—Went to thu llospitnl yesterday 
morniifg to see Monsieur Pruner extirpate, or 
rather ampn.tatc, a large ‘ele])hantiac tumor of the 
scrotum. T^is appe.ars to be .a common disease in 
Egypt. ^Jlot Jley I'ecently op(n*ated successfully in 

a case where the tumor weighed 1J6 lb.! that of 

» 

yesterday weighed oniy^lo lb. Pruner displayed 
a master-hand; and a more gallant fellow than the 
patient, I never saw under the knife—not a groan 
havi^ig esijaped his lips. This is generally the case 
with the disciples of*the PVophnt, and is the result 
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of thoir belief in predestination. The blacks from 
Ethiopia are still niore^ courageous; for, although 
not Mahommedan.s, it i.s a principje of their Paga¬ 
nism to exhibit a stoical iudifftu’cnbe to pain. Pru- 
ner tells me he has seen an Ethiopian swhlier, while 
having his arm amputated, follow each stej) of the 
operation with undauiltod eye, and unniixed com¬ 
posure of feature. Union by the first intention 
takes place far more readily in this country than in 
Euro])e—henc(* Egypt is a mon' encouraging field 
for th(' atlventunnis surgeon. So pure and dry is 
the air, that the natives hi.aUo rapid recoveries 
after being h n'vd almost to ])icco6<^ T think very 
highly of Primer: he is a man of enlarged know- 
liMlge, unbounded zeal in his profesjjiion, and an or¬ 
nament to the Paclm's service. 

Yesti'i’day forenoon I rode to visit the Moscpies 
(iiauia Taj/loon and /iV Jfakt m ,—the foi'iner i.s the 
oldi'st building in (Jairo, and is chiefly inti'resting 
from (‘xhibiting siiccinnins of the jioin'ed arch. T 
believe this architt'ctni'al discovery :*i claimed by 
England; but, as the MoS(]ue in ((uestioi^ was built 

300 years before the introduction of the arch into 

•/ > 

England, the claims of :«iy‘ country* inus^i go for 
nothing. According to Wilkinson, tlie jieaked arch 
was brought into (Ji'i'at llritain by the CVusaders be-' 
twpen the eleventh and twelfth centuries. El Hnkcrn 
is in ruins; but mufly ot the arches still remain. 
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To-day 1 rode to the Citadel with Mr and 
Mrs W. to take my last sijrvey of the remarkable 
view from its tojj. On our way down, we narrowly 
examined the theatre of the massacre of the Marne- 

• t 

lukes, byt could find no place where it scemcd.practi- 
eablfc for a horseman to make his escape : however, 
the fact is certain, that one bf the Beys did escape. 
It is natural, however, to •'upposo, that many 
changes in masonry have been maiic in the works 
of the citadel since 1811; and thus w'hat was prac¬ 
ticable ihe.n^ may bo impossibh' iww. 

The British packot'is due on the 25th, and I 
must roach Alflxandi’ia by tlie 20th, in order to be 


fit u 


in time to sail by it for Malta. I regret-^ot 
having seen tlnj College of Abou-Zabcl; but Clot 
Bey, in the multiplicity of his affairs, appears to 
have forgotten his promise of accompanying me 
thither. I shall lose also the pl(;asurc of seeing my 
young brood of sparrows. It was a mistake that 
th(?y were n\irsiug their young when 1 shared the 
room with them on my arrival. 1’hey were only 
then begijming to build, and it was curious to watch 
their assiduijiy, and the order in which they col¬ 
lected tkeir materials. *' At first they brought only 
little pieces of stick and straw—afterwards small 
'tufts of wool and cotton—and latterly soft downy 
pigetn-fca*cher8. For the last three days tl^ey 
have ceased woi'k altogetiher :* hence I conclude 
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their architectural labours are at an cud. It will 

I 

be reserved for sonic futtire traveller to watch the 
progress of the youthful brootl. * 

March 24.—Khamsin for tlie last three days; 
but I am now seasoned, and suffer no fur^Jier in- 

t 

convenience than from the ilust. 1 have been 

I 

three or four times at Houlac in quest of a boat, 
but without success. The Pacha jnits his clutches 
on all that arrive, to convey troops to Damietta. 
The packet is duo to-mo; i-ow, and the chances are 
I shjill be too late’. This will be a disappointment, 

I 

for I have no desire to bo another month in Kgypt. 
A party of Indians arrived yesterday from (Josseir, 
and descend the Nile to-morrow. One of them. 
Colonel Robertson, whom I met aVdlie hotel, had 
the kindness to offer mo a j)assag(} in his boat; but 
nothing but a desperate case would make mo tres¬ 
pass so far on the politeness of a stranger. Piozin 
has go)io to Alexandria, pnd I can obtain no aid 
from his subordinates. The Dnagoman (inter¬ 
preter), has pledged himself to prociAij a wi’itton 
order from Habeb E^'endi, for a boat tt’-inorrow 
morning ; but I have no faith in this fellow, in spite 
of his smooth faco and oily tongue. ' 

Was at the bath again to-day, and wont through 
the same dis.-jiplino as formerly, only that, in addi- 
tioii to the scrubbing and pounding, the attendant 


VOL. H. 


E 



58, ' ‘ 


CAIRO—BRITISH CONSULATE. 


laid me flat on the back, and,crossing the ai'ms over 
the chest, made such a pre^ssuro on it with his knee, 
as to cause all the cartilages of the ribs to crack. 

From my boat on fhe Nile^ March 20.—At sun- 

* • 

set yesterday, I bade a “final adieu to Cah’o. It 
was with the utmost difficulty 1 succecdc'd in getting 
a boat. I had been at Boulac the gi'eator part of 
the day, aud had engaged this miserable craft the 
moment of its arrival; but the captain of the port 
stepped between me and ,my bargain, alleging he 
had occasion for tlio boat for fJie public service. 
One of the Janizzaries of the Consulate was along 
with me, who,*l mvst say, pleaded my cause with 
much apparent earnestness, but the man of autho¬ 
rity was inexoRxble. At length, T lost all patience, 
and declared 1 would go straight to I label) I'lfleiidi 
with a complaint. I’his threa«t had the desired 
eftect,^and I got the boat. 1'he private ordca* pro¬ 
mised by the Dragoman, as I had apprehended, 
never made its apjioaranco. lltul T been a French¬ 
man, all difficulty would hav(i vanished. M. Tippcl, 
whoso ajfcquaintfincc I had Jtatidy the pleasure of 
making, is the only European Consul who takes a 
high hhnd in hi'' dealings with the Turks. To 
much of the “ suaviter in modo,'” ho unites a great 
deni of the “fortiter in re.*' Not Jong ago, ho 
baffled the intrigues and ^evasions of the Doukne, 
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by taking the law into,his own hand, and giving a 
sound caning to the official head ; since that time, 
the Turks fear and respect him. he sure, he is 
not fettered by commercial obligations, having no 
other character than his official one; \vhci7;eas M. 
Piozin, with the best intentions in the world, dares 
not carry matters in the same indepcyideiit manner, 
without detriment to his mei'cantih' pursuits ; and 
it is hardly to be expected that, in acting for 
others, he will throw his own intcTosts overboai’d. 
Hence, 1 do not blame him, but the system that 
admits of such incompatible plui'alities. Again, 
the subordinates of our Consulate ‘ cannot speak 


English. This is a manifest absurdity; for how 


arc officers who have been all them;, lives in India, 


to be ,su]>posed capable, on their arrival in Egypt, 
of s])eaking Erencji or Italian. lJut 1 have now 
done with the matter, and in taking leave, will only 
say, that until an inderpeiident J'ingli.shman be ap¬ 
pointed at Cairo, there will be no (sfficimit Consul 
there to look after the rights of IJritish subjects.* 

I pay 140 piastres, for this caiijy, although ha¬ 


ving a cr( 


‘w of only four men, besides the Ilai's; but 


The author happy to he able to state, tluit tlio uflic’o of 


Viee-Coiisul at Cairo lias recauitly been 


hilled by Dr Walne, 


whose firiiiiK'ss and 
for Ills eoniitrynien 

4 ' 


respeetability of eluir.ietfT will secure 
all line attention and respect from the 


Dg;yptiua authorities. 
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I was glad to secure it on /iny terms, ^nd by pro¬ 
mise of a liberal huckshish* the men have agreed to 
pull day and night. I have been twenty-four hours 
on board, and a thijd of the voyage is completed, 
in spite of a strong breeze from the north’, which 

blew all the forenoon. For several hours it was 

« 

too rough to make any pj'ogress by rowing; hence 
I made the men tow the bo .t from the shore. 
The scenery of to-day was uninteresting in the ex¬ 
treme ; the shores on bol^h sides being almost all 
desert, or naked soil. Taking the Nile fi’ora the 
Cataracts down to the sea, it is probably, in point 
of scenery, tfie m^^st uninteresting river in the 
world. It is its unique and peculiar character, 
rather than ita beauty, that strikes and pleases tlui 
traveller on his first acquaintance; for, with the 
exception of five or six views, wjiicli certainly com¬ 
bine ajl the elements of beauty, the rest is unifor¬ 
mity and sanieness throughout. The eye soon tirijs 
of a flat surface, however richly it may be cultivated, 
and longs t(f look upon the spontaneous ju’odigality 
of natui'A. Excej)t an occasiopal thistle, and patches 
of tough Kalfeh grass, there is no natural vegetation 
here. 'Man and *ho drifting sand are continually 
striving for the dominion of the soil; what the for¬ 
mer neglects to cultivate, the latter* immediately 
appT’opriates—all is either rich fertility, or dreary 
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desert. TJje absence of wood, too, detracts greatly 
from the beauties of the*Nile ; for, except the ever- 
recurring Palm, an occasional Sycamore, and a few 
Acacias in Nubia, there is no other variety ; neither 

t * 

is there hill, or dale, or murmuring brbolt, in the 
whole valley of Egypt. 

Of the climate, I must indeed sj)eal‘', favourably, for 
I firmly believe it has add<>d one year at leiist to my 
existence—so will it do to all men similarly affected 
as myself. The purity^and dryness of the atmo¬ 
sphere are pro-enlinently adapted to invalids of de¬ 
licate chest, and 3iot to those only, for I am satis¬ 
fied that a winter on the Nile,to persons suftering 
from long-continued dy8})epsia and anomalous ner¬ 
vous affections, would be of essontHl service. He 
who feels the cold fogs of cloiuly lOngland fall like 
lead upon his soul, sour his sj)irit, and impair his 
health, should haste* him to the Nile, to inhale 
for a season its balmy jpid exhilarating airs. I 
pledge myself that ho will return to his homo with 
a n(!W lease of life, ami with a vigour^of body that 
will enable him to resist the attacks of hns enemy 
for many succeeding years. 

I ^ 9 

And yet the climate <5f Egypt, sj^eakihg of it 
poetically, is far from beautiful, or it is so only for 
a season. T,t is too uniform and unchanging ; and * 
man is so constituted that, in order to be alWays 
pleased, he must have a succession of pleasures. A 
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garden of full-blown roses is,beautiful for the first, 
the second, or the third time ; but let them always 
remain so, an<l will not the eye long for the nascent 
bud, the opening bicvssoni, and even tlie withering 
petal 'i ,Sd would one tirb of the climate of Egypt. 
The traveller from the nortli of Europe must in¬ 
deed be enchanted with t))o loveliness of an Egyp¬ 
tian sky; but let him remain u vcar, or (wen but 
half that time, and he will sigh for a succ(.‘ssion of 
seasons—for the freshness of the early spring—the 
riclujs of the full-blown sunimei—the golden tints 
of the mellow autumiv—and the hoary majesty of 
winter. Here There, is but ont' season—“ ver floret 
mternum.” Hence Egyj)t is not a land for tin* poet. 
Ossian never c<»uM been writtmi hor(‘, neither could 
inspiration havo vi.sitn(l our beautiful I’oct of the 
Seasons. For myself, much as dgmip <lisagrces with 
my lungs, 1 long for Englantf and “• tlie uncertain 
glories of an .(Vpril day’’';—for a sight once more 
of the beauteous rainbow. 


Frmn my doat^ Cannl of Mahmowliah, March 28. 
—Readied Mahmoudiah at e^ght o’clock this morn¬ 
ing, and leari't from our agent there that the 
steamei'had am’ <d at*Alexandria on the 24th, 
hence, after all my exertions, I shall probably be 


too late. I was rejoiced to find that,my prescrip- 
tion% had been of essential service to the Consul, 
and that his own and children’s eyes were quite re- 
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stored. Hfiving procured a boat on the Canal, T 
immediatlcy transhipped- my eftects, and am now 
some miles from the Nile. Tt wns not without 
emotions of gratitude to that noble stream, and to 
Him who causes it to that I took my Jf^st look 
of its muddy waters. I ha<l passed nearly’’five' 
months on its bed or on its shoreg, and am now 


quitting both in a state of health tliat my lioj)es on 
arrival had never aspired to. Hannvell Nile, and 
farewell HgYj>t! for I am out of Egypt when 1 ipiit 
thy fertile shores^'(y Nile—Alox.andria belongs to 
the (hisert and the sea, and not to thy fruitfid 
waters. T know not what the future may have in 
store* for this ancient land, but its destinies shall 
never cease; to interest me deeply, fo-” I feel indebted 
to its climat<‘ for a winter of bodily lujaltli, and 
moral enjoyment. , I only wish that a brighter era 
in its history may soon dawn, wlu'rein past and 
present sulferings may lx; forgotten. At all events, 
one thing api)ears certain, that a change for better 
<jr for wors(> will soon take place. The Pacha is 


now an old man, aiid^ in the course of nat«iro, can¬ 
not hold out much longer. Independently of his 

ft ft 

years, his present positioil is too etiuivoca'l to be 
permanent. He is neither aw independent prince 
nor an obedient vassal; and although his talents as ' 
a politician, and success as a general, secure him 
in the possession of power for the present, the 
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(question is, how long will, this be caso ? 1 

should not wonder if the Porte succeed eventually 
in putting botfi him and Ibrahim to death by 
treachery. If it d<? not, it is from no want of in- 
clinatioit, Yor the Sultaii would gladly promote to 
tho*rank of a I^acha oven with three tails, the man 
who would a#isassinate Mehemet Ali. Ibrahim, 
though far inferior to his father in political saga¬ 
city, is a successful and brave warrior, and has tho 
army at his beck; hcnco^ he will probably ascend 
the throne without resistance.* But will he be 
efjually successful in coping with the Divan of 
Constantinople i For myself, 1 ardently desire 
to see Egypt shall bit a possession of the Bri¬ 
tish Crown ; a*id 1 devoutly hope that the English 
Government will embrace tho first favourable op¬ 
portunity that the tottering stfite of the Turkish 
Empire may afford, for securing so valuable a 
province. To England, ^the possession of Egypt, 
from the facilities it affords of communicating 
with India, fvould be of iinmeiiso value ; and from 
all I saw and heard last ^intor, the fellahs of 
tho Nile would rejoice to sec the day when the 
royal sftindard of Englaiid should replace the star 
and crescent of the Moslem, on tho strongholds of 
Egypt. Under any circumstances, th^j can hardly 
exchange lor the worse : the present ruler is a hard 
task-master, reaping where he 'has not sowed, and 
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gathering wlicre lie did^not reap. The cultivators of 
the soil are ground to dust by taxation,—there is not 
a date tree, nor plough, nor watr^i’-whocl, that is 
not taxed. In the midst of ferjiility and abundance, 
the pedple starve;—and ate naked among* plentiful 
flocks. Even the grain that they raise by'the 
sweat of their brow is not their ovvij^- they tlarc not 
touch it until the; Pacha anel his liar]>ies have had 
the lion's share*. Accoi’ding to ^Vilkinson, the 
peasant is ofte*n obligeel^ to steal his own grain to 
prevent liis fami'fy from starving! The Turkish 
Em[»ire! is fast tumbling to*j)ieces—and England, 
instead of wasting her sympatjiios l1i behalf of her 
ancu'ut shoulel leave the; Moslem to his fate, 
and prepare to profit by his incvitaible fall. Con¬ 
stantinople; is alre'aely bespoke* by Russia.—Let her 
take it, say I. Slip is a Christian power, anel cer¬ 
tainly more civilizeeT tlian Turkey, who has no 
right to a voice* in the (Councils of Rnrope;. 

Luropc le)e>keel e]uie*tly e)u at the jeartition of 
Polanel:—far be; it from me; te) elefene'rthe; scanda¬ 
lous dismemberme;jit yf that gallant uatioA; but 1 
would certainly be*holel with gre;at satisfaction a 
similar partition* of the •TurkislI J^inpiri?. Let 
England secure; for herse'lf the Island of Candia, 
and the A^allcy of the Nile*, anel leave Russia and 
France to scramble for the remainder. 

This canal is by far the gi|catest and most useful 
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public work of the Pacha. Py it all the produce of 
Upper Egypt is brought to Alexandria. Formerly 
goods and grain had to go down to Rosetta, and 
from thence by s<'a U) Alexandria. From the dan¬ 
gerous bar across the embouchure of that arm of 
the Nile, a groat number of vessels wore annually 
lost; and the pa,ssago in rough weather was alto¬ 
gether impracticable. In the year 1818, this was 
peculiarly the case; and the ships that came from 
Europe to vMcxandria for cotton, coffee, &c., lay all 
winter idle in port. 'Fhc Pacha, having a mono¬ 
poly of the commerce of the country, felt the loss 
severely; but 1 believe it was at the instigation of 
the British merchants, that he commenced the 
groat work in ‘..he succeeding year. 'I'he distance 
is 48 miles—300,000 persons art^ said to Jiave been 
employed—and 20,000 to have perished from over- 
work iu the nndertaking, which was completed in 
the incredibly short period of six weeks. To be 
sure, the country is a dead level, and the earth 
loose and easily removed. It is delightful to skim 
along its'smooth surface, and to watch the number 
of vessels of all sizes that ply their vocation on its 
wavcless bosom. 
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* MALTA, GREECE, &Vr - 

' A 


** Give me to drink Mandra^or ;, ** 

That I may sleej) out this ^roat ^ap of tiino/' 

Malta.— Lazaret^ April 4.—] nvichod Alox.-ui- 
dria on tho monitii^ of tlio 20th ultimo. II. M.’h 
stoainer sailed on the afternoon of the .same flay, 
leaving mo sufficient time to n/ran^j my affairs Im*- 
forc embarking, which I did at four i*. .\r. My 
faithful Mahmoud accompanied iii'i on board, and 
it was with regret that I parted with him on the 
deck of the “ lila^er.” Much of tho comfort I en¬ 
joyed dui’iug my voyage on the Nile, was owing to 
my good foi'tuno in haviijg securol tly; services of 
Mahmoud. lie is indeed the heem uL'al of .servants 
—a bravo, gallant, high-spirited mafi, with a d<!- 
grcc of intelligence f^ir beyond his situati«n. Du¬ 
ring the throe months wc wen; together on tho 

O A ® 

• ^ * 

Nile, I never once had oCcasion to find fitidt with 
him; ho did every thing for ui<*, and raised objec¬ 
tions to nothing ; the word im 2 )ossib/e does not exist* 
in 'Mahmoud’s vocabulary. He washed and mcTidod 
my clothes, took charge of all my effects, made my 
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markets, cooked for me, and lastly, acted as cicerone. 
T never had nnder a dozen servants in India, and 
yet I was better served Avith Mahmoud than by 
all my lazy Asiatics. The traveller on the Nile is 
in a groat measure dependent on his servant; for 
without a good and experioiccd man, ho will often 
get into difiicnltie.s, and even rows, with the natives. 
Jlut Mahmoud has a perfect knoA\l(‘dg<‘ of the cha¬ 
racter and habits of his country .'len, and manages 
them in every instance with an astonishing address 
and tact. So did lie also with my crew, with whom 
h(> knew how to be conciliatory and severe, retain¬ 
ing at once their obedience and regard. T never 
saw him maltreat the meanest native ; on the con¬ 
trary. if it came to be matter of disputi* between 
me and an Arab, unless tin’ latter M'ore decidedly 


ill the wrong, he generally took the part of his 
countryman. Jk'i'ore we parteil, be asked mo for 
a I’haracter; 1 gave him one, oi course, but in 
praising Maliinoud, it w'a.s “ to gild refined gold, 
to paint tho lily.’’ His merits are extolled and 
attested by every traveller who has had tho good 
fortune to know and benefit by them, as his vvieldy 
bunch of testimonials abundantly proves. I felt 
peculiarly indebted to him, for ho watcheil over me 
fluring my dangerous illness on the !Nile with more 
than a servant’s care. Indeed, in tho jirospect of 
breathing m^ last on that occasion, I almost felt, in 
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having him by my bedside, as if the last otfices of a 
frieiui would not liave fti^on wanting. 1 only regret it 
was not in my power to make him a more suitable re¬ 
turn ; but 1 gave him all I could,* and ho was mor»^ 
than ssitished. Oharactoi* is peculiar no clasfl or 
caste, and 1 have a sineero pleasure in recoiwling 
luy opinion of an untutored Arab, whose various 
good (jualities woidd do honour to the uativ<* of 
the most civilized community of lOuropo., 

At live o’clock the “ 131azer'’ weighed anchor; 
we W(ire a larg<; pai’ty, lU'arly all Indians, who had 
coin<‘ up the Ibsl Sea frofti Bombay;—the wind 
was IVc-sh and foul during tlu! twv* first days, but 


alt«'rwav<ls changed to the southward, when the 
atmosj)hero became clammy and luoist. It w.as the 
Khamsin of Egypt, only that in passing over {In; 
sea, it had imbibed a prodigious (quantity of mois¬ 
ture, thus changing its cluiracter from a dry and 
scorching, to a nunst and oppressive; wiml. The 
Blazer” is a beautiful packet, and sails ten knots 
an hour. Nothing could exceed the*attentions of 
the commander (Lieut. Waugh). Wc lyid an ex¬ 
cellent and most ample table, with turtle-soup 
daily. To inahy of the jWty \vho had* come to 
Suez by tin; “ TI. Lindsay,” it was indeed to par¬ 
take of the, “ flesh-pots of Egypt.” • , 

' I was amused to sec several turtles oh bojyd as 

. • 

passengers—each’with the name of its destined 
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proprietor written on the breast. One, in parti- 

* f 

cular, the priinest of the lot, was inscribed with the 
name of “ Alderman Hariner,” in prominent cha¬ 
racters. What <i feast there will be among the 
city dignitaries when his turtleship shall reach the 
Thames ! It was the first time 1 had cv('r sailed 
in one of II. Majesty’s vessels, and T had expected 
to find an irksome etiquofto on board, but it was 
quite the oontraiy. Wo did just as we clioso, mns 
ceremonlfi. 'riio accommodations were on the whole 

I 

good, but the want of a female steward must have 
been severely felt by the ladies of the party. I 
wonder thes(! fii'.’O vessels should bo deficient in this 
respect. 

Yesterday morning we anchori'd in the quaran¬ 
tine harbour, and at two o’clock P. M., were con- 
tlucted to our prison. The view from the dock was 
(jnitc in unison with a place' of infection and ])laguo, 
—every thing looked grim, and yellow, and barren. 
There is no verdure on the shon^s, t'xcept here and 
there a stunttvd tree aj)pearing amid the stony n.‘i- 
kednoss. , On one side is a portion of the fortifica¬ 
tions, extending to the brink of the harbour, Sen¬ 
tries are placed all round the coast to prevent pri¬ 
soners from landing. They belong to a Highland 
Regiment, the 92d 1 believe. It wap very pic¬ 
turesque, and to me more than picturesque, to see 
my brawny c.,>untryraon dressed in the garb of oUl 
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Gael, slow^ pacing their lonely rounds. Thoir 
gay uniform contrasted *vell with the gloomy scene 
around. The two married parti<y! an; separated 
from the bachelors, and, by an .aitangemeiit which 
soom.s 'sufficiently absurd, we can only* coumiuni- 
cato by water, although .an arca<lo conducts to Ijlicir 
(juarters. 1 am billeted in the same room with two 
others, both from the north of the Tweed,—we are 
the only Scotelimen of the ten bachelors, and 
whether by accident, or .affinity of clanship, are 
imprisoned together. One lavgi; hall, with arched 
roof, is common to all. lt'*is (‘xtreniely cold, and 
with such ;in echo, that it is difficniJt to hoar, or to * 
be hoard. have establi.shed a mess, and .ap¬ 

pointed a pn'sident of the same, liieutcnant R. 
Ilill of tin* Uengal .^Vrmy, who looks after tiie 
traitt'ut', and talcq^s care that wo are provulcd with 
ample cheer. I coniplain of nothing, except the 
cold stone floors, ami the impossibility of lieating 
s«^ large an .aj)artmcnt by one fire-place. \Vhcn 1 
li;ft C.airo, the thei'inomcder was at IKiP Fahrcidieit, 
hero it is 0*0°, so min;li for the mihl Medii,errariean 
in the beginning of April! 

Bed, blankets, a tablo,*and wasliliaml appar.atus, 
are furnished by H. Majesty to each person for 
eightpenco^day. This is reasonable enough; bui , 

1 "cannot say as much for the “ guardiands,”—jthree 
of whom are appointed to watch us at our own ex- 
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a-day to each of our jailors. Alysclf and two com¬ 
panions hav(i en^^ngod a servant at the rate of eight 
dollars during oi'ir imj)risoninent,—the others have 
dohe the witiic,—so that w(j are well off for at¬ 
tendance. 

\2th .—“ Time rolls his ceasoh'ss course,” and 
half of iny cajdivify is over. The weather con¬ 
tinues (jxtremoly cold, much ran', has fallen, and 
the wind is alwavs from the northward. It is 
1 imagiuo, the Mistral or IJlso, which is so severely 
felt in the south of Fr.\’nco at this s<;.‘ison. 

Thus far time has passed .smoothly and even 
pleasantly; Imt the .arrangi'iiu'iits of the Lazaret 
are not judicioi^s. A series of small chamhers with 
a single occupant to each, would he a much more 
convenient plan ; for although 1 coidd not have two 
men more to my mind than Co'ioiu'l llobertson and 
Mr P. Stuart of JNlalta, the ])r(',senee of three in 
one room h;is the effect of reiuhahig all idle. 1 
find it imposKiblo to apply mys(df to stiuly of any 
sort. Onr table is mo.st o.xcellent and abundant; 
and our pr(\sident, who is a host in himself, givo.s 
universai satisfaction. We owe* him a vote of 
thanks for the troidjle he takes for the common 
weal. ^J'he utmost harmony ami good fellowship 
prevail amongst the party. Our amusements are 
various,—fives and chess in the" mornings,—whist 
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and ccartd at night,—the song too occasionally 
goes round. In sJiort,,although T do nothing, I am 
a strang{?r to ennui; and yot I syniotimos long for 
tlio luxury of solitude. After fivt? months of almost 
tolaMoneliness on the l^iile, the traifsvtion to ’this 
scene of inirtli and jollity is too abrupt. It i« like 
the sudden (‘xposure of a frost-bitten limb to a large 
Hi’t!, or the admission of a Hood of light on him who 
has long been immured in ilarkness. N evei’thcless, 

I am not sonw for the chang(‘. Solomon has said* 
it is not goodHbr man to live alone,” and an oc- 
easioual roxiMn*; of his fat-ulties, oven if irksome 
at Hivst, cannot tail to bo beiudiifial in tlu> end.* 
Tru(‘, I sometinu'S feel as if I W(‘ro indiilgitjg in a 
Ibi’etid and meretricious gaiety oj‘ sj)irit, which 1 
would gladly ('xehangefor the more sol)or pleasures 
of solitude,—but .solitude w'ill conui soon enough ; 
and I doubt not I shall often bc'guihj itsb'dium by 
looking back uith plea.suro on tins episo<le of my 
life. WbTc it not for the politeness of C’aptain • 
Waugh, we could not e.scapo from ike walls of our 
prison ; but he has jdaced one of his la^its at our 
(lisp«)sal, in which we may row about the harbour. 
For mys<‘lf, I Have no fitney for tfie exei^dse; but 
my companions fre(|Uently enjoy it. 

()n the opposite side of the harbour, there i.s a , 
j/i’omenade of two hundred and fort^^ steps, on 
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which we are permitted to walk. I crossed to it 

/ I 

only once, but the cold was^bitter. 

A few days ag^ wo all dined on board the JJlazcr, 
“ to floor the last of the turtle,” as the captain 

I 

pithily expressed himself. ■ It w.as indeed a- feast 
worthy of Aldermen. Jicsidcs the Blazer, there 
are eight or ten sailing vessels in port, all from 
plague countries. Last month, the scourge of tho 
Moslem found its way hero from Tripoli, and se¬ 
veral persons died in tho Lazaret; but the foul ves- 

« 

sels were scuttled, and sunk for sonic days, and all 
traces of the pestikmce have now disappeared. This 
' circumstance, pc*i haps, renders our surveillance more 
strict than it woidd otherwise have been. No i*ea- 
sonablo man would object to sensible restrictions, 
but some of ours may be charact<n’ized as “ frivolous 
and vexatious however, it might lie worse. TIkj 

I 

packet from Falmouth is duo On the 17tli, and I 
have made up my mind to go on immediately by 
the “ Blazer” to (Ireecc. 'I'his will abridge my 
captivity by two or three days, and I can hardly 
exchange for the worse in point of climate. 

Patrass, Gulf of Coriu/h, April 21.—From tho 
UiKKai —such is written on tho sign-board 
fewer tho door of mine host Demetrio. The British 
packet reached Malta on tho 17th, having made 
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tho voyage from Falmouth, including a call at 
Cadiz, ancT a stay offorf^-eight hours at Gibraltar y in 
tho short space of twelve days. ^ So much for the 

advantages of steam ! » 

# 

On-the 18th, atsunsci^ I escaped fi*om my prison 
to go on board tho “ Illazer.”* Tho ladies o? our 
party had done tho baeludors the honour of dining 
with them on that day, as did likewise Captain 
Waugh and some of his officers. I stole a march 
on my folio\v-prisoners, who were not to be ad- 
mitteil to pratiguv until the 20th, but truth to say, 
when tho hour of liberatioif arrived, I felt loath to 
go. My time had passed “ wi’ tontJ^ss hood,'''' and T * 
felt as if T could have rode luy <juarantino over 
again without a groan. 1 parted^froni all my fel¬ 
low-prisoners in tho hope ami dosii-c of mooting with 
them again. At length tin) boat was ready, an<l 
tho prison that 1 ^'iitorc'd with a sinking of the 

heart, I quitted with regret. In'ke him of Iffiillon, 

• • 

‘‘ Kvcii 1, 

JlogiiiniMl !iiy fVocdoin witli a. 

The dock of tho “ lllazcr'’ was crowdod^with pas¬ 
sengers, all strangers to me, ('xcepting one face, 
which I felt sur*! 1 knew; bht on scanning Jiis coun¬ 
tenance eagerly, no glance of recognition shot from 


his eye. I accosted him byname, still ho know mew 
ngt; indeed, it was with some difficulty, tifter | had 
explained who 1 was, that I could persuade him of 
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my identity, so com])lctc was the metamorphosis 
produced on mo by a six nuinths’ beard. It was 
a real pleasure to meet Captain O’Hrien, more espe¬ 
cially as he brought me good nows ofmy fricaids in 
England. » ' 

Oil' the morning of the 20tb, I bad a view of 

Greece, or rather of tlio “ Isles of (ireece,” the 

« 

mountain ridg<^ of Cejibaloni.i being tlie first portion 
of this classic land that met my lyc. Tin* top of 
the ridge was white with snow, and the morning 
clouds rolled up the sides of the hWls, till at length 
they rested on the top, Concealing th(‘ snow, except 
'whercj it peopl'd* out through occasional breaks in 
the vapoury shroud. Th(3 effect uas fine, but the 
sight of snow so_ near the sea, was rather a froezei’ 
of the blood. We stoi.'ved between Cephalonia and 
Zante, coasting close by the lattoi% and having a 
near view of the olive forests that cover this part 
of tho island. Tlic olive looks well only when it 
stands out in contrast with livelier colours. Here 
the effect was gloomy and sombre, and I’olieved 
only by an occasional tall cypress, which differed 
from the dense mass around, not in tho colour of 
tho foliage, but in tho height of the stem, and tlie 
shadeless boughs. Ilcyond the olives, there is a 
rich valley of currants. Those two articles form 
the sole wealth of the island. 

At the Town of Zante, we stopped only for the 
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letter-bag, an<l six hoiir^aftcrwards I landed a little 
after sunset at Patrass. *1 have taken up iny abode 
hero with the intention of remaining»until the 27th. 

when the steamer returns from, (..'oVfu, and brings 

• * 

Captainwho is to loin me on rnj^ trip to 
Athens; meantime, he is obliged to go on to liead- 
quarters, to got a month's leave of j,vbs('neo. To¬ 
day T explored tlie town ; it is ;i lively, stirring, and 
tolerably clean little place—the lioust's all new, 
and built since the revfjjution. 'I'wo oi‘ thre(‘ of 
th(‘ [u-incipal strei’ts have area<l('s, which afford 
shelter from sun and rain. ^ am struck with the 
rest'iublance to the 'Piirks of tly* elder part of the 
po[)nlation. They have tin* .saiin* slow and slouching 
gait and stillness of featuri'. It i« not so with, 
the young men—^who Iiavo slim and active fignr<‘s, 
particularly the soljlier.s. Tln-y weai" a white kilt, 
very much pnckmvd—blue jacket nith slit H4;(‘ves 
—blue leggings—a red tai;l)oosii on tlnwhrvnl—and 
lastly, a black leather Ix'lt, ih'awji so tightly rouml 
the waist, as to give them sonu'what offtlui figure 
of a wasp; but they %ro fino active fello\fs, and 
some of them liave vciy handsome features. 

• • , t 

The women do not appear to walk in public; at 
least I have seen very few, and none worth looking 
at. The capote, a quaint and picturesque garment, 
and‘an admirable substitute for a great-coat,* is 
on the shoulders of all the citjzens. 
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It amuses and almost astonishes me, to hear 

I 

nothing spoken but Greek ! I stood for a long 
time listening to a dispute between some sailors— 
great was tlKdr" animation of gesture and 
of tongm,—but it was irulecd Oree/l- to me i not one 
word «lid I comprehend, in spite of all the days and 
years J was n>ade to lal)onr over that hiiiguage in 
my youth. The reflectio's was a mortifying one, 
and came home with peculiar force. Is it wise in 
parents to sacrifice the jwceions time of their so^)s 
in learning, or perhaps only trying to learn, a lan¬ 
guage, that is so seldom of practical use in after 
life, to tin; alfnost tt>tal negk'ct of the living, and 
therefor(! tuneful tongues of J'hirope i lint the most 
renowned Gr(;'*ian of Oxford would have been just 
as much at a loss as T was. With this refli'ctkin 
1 consoled myself, and wandered .aw'ay up the Gulf, 
“ va^a Oiva ‘TrcXvfkoeiSoiov OaXaddris,'^ treading perhaps 
ill tlic footsteps of old Homer; but the <piotation 
is not apt, for tin* sea w'as smooth as a mirror, and 
scarce mnnnured (wen as it lijtped the shore!. 

In the afternoon, J waitiid on the biiiglish Con¬ 
sul, Mr t'rowe, who rec(*ived me ])olit(*ly, and pro- 

t 

misedHo prr nire for ni*i some books on the modern 
history of this land of heroes. Having just escaped 
from the Lazaret, 1 am entirely unorovided with 
betoks, or oven a map. Uiifortunatoly, nothing of 
the sort is to be had here. T would give six limes 
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its price for a copy oi the “ Modern Travel lor.” 
>«o man should leave Kii^land without that admir¬ 
able book ill his portmanteau ; of Pvory country of 
which it treats, it gives all the information that can 

• ^ * p 

be' desired, uith extracts fron/ the work* of the 

* « 
most po[>ular writers. 

2o. —The weather is ('xtreniely cold : the 

mountains on both sides of the (Julf ani covered 

with snow, ami keen ami biting are the blasts that 

.down from their* iev summits. Malta was 

A *. 

trying, but (jia'ceo is mon- so. My r;hest annoys 
me sadl)' 1 have quitted lOgypt a month too soon ; 
but how was 1 to anticipate mu'h weatluT in the 
MeditcTranean at tin's si'ason of the yc'ar 'i Alas ! 

I fear that my gain on the Nile is mft to bo lasting. 

Yesterday the sun shone out during the fore¬ 
noon, and 1 took advantage of his beams to visit 
the remains of a Homan afpieduet, wliich tr.'jverses 
a narrow valley above thw town. It v*a.s a delight¬ 
ful ramble, and great to mo was the pleasure of 
treading once more on the gre<!u gras^ of nature’s 
sowing. At (;very stop I trode among wik? flowers, 
many of them the familiar,friends of my child- 
hood—the yellow gowan, the wild violet, the mo¬ 
dest daisy, and a multitude of others, whose 

I 

names I kmjw not. The sky was without a cloud, 
but in spite of a pow'erfi*! sun, the breeze was cold. 
Only a few arches of the ai^ueduct remain; these 
VOL. II. . *0 
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are picturesque* enough, wjth the ivy,and wild fig 
clinging to their crumbling sides. The view from 
the top of the 7iill delighte«l im; much,—the town 
at its base—the vessels riding in the roads with 

* t ~ 

their o»)lours displayed—the bold ivnigo of hill, 
strcitehing all the way up the gulf on both si<le8, 
the tops white with sno\v'. The hills to the left 
are coV(ircd with soim'thing veiy vimilar in appear¬ 
ance to heather, liuh'od, the whole scene was so 
thoroughly highland, that T could hardly ])ersua(le 
myself L was not standing on an* arm of the sea in 
the north of Scotland. To be snri*, tin* “■ land of 
the mouniain and •'Io<»d” can l)OJist of a hnndred 


gra-mli'i* and more varied landscapes, bnt tin* c'li- 
joynioiit of natL.ure d('pends less on tlx* view itself, 
than on tlie di^pogition to enjoy oji the part of tin* 
beholder. TIad I jxist arrived from Scotland, T 

I 

inight' pos.sibly have gazed on it with indilferenco ; 
but coming.from tlie ni(?notonous valley of Egypt, 
it was all th:it the eye could tlesire. 

The CitSdel is a fine object, when viewed from 
tlie tou‘n ; during the revolution it resisted all the 
c^fforts of tlici l>('sieg(^‘rs, and yet, to my eye*, it aj>- 
poars to have littbj strength. T entered, and found 
it totally desolate, not a sentry nor hiim.an btdng 
ivithin the walls. The mosque of the Moslem, stand¬ 
ing’ in the centre, is fast cvumbling into ruin. Why 
is it not garrisoned by some of the numercus troops 
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tl^at I see iv the town ^ A post that was tleemoil 
of such iiuportanco clurtng war, is surely worth 
keei)ing up in time of peace. Ort my way to the 
town, r encountered some of tlie ladies of Mr 

* • ^ A 

Crowe's family, and felt ashamyd and auiisheil by 

0 

hearing Miss converse with the utmost facility 
and fluency with some Cnn'k peasants; positively 
f liavt* not yet got over tluj surprise of hearing that 
terrible l:inguag(*,—associated always in m^ ineinory 
with tile stem visage «f my ohl frieml and pre- 
co])tor ^^'illiam I lav--(lowing in careless ease from 
the lijis of a girl of nineteen! lint Miss (I not 
only speaks, but reads and •writ<‘s the mod«‘rn 
Creek with equal facility. 

Last night I luul rathiu’ an uncc^'omouious visit 
from SOUK,* of Otlio’s troops. A little after mid¬ 
night, tliei-o w'us ajoud knock at the outer door— 
again and again, and louder and loudcir it c;vne,— 
at h'ligtb tlio door was bfc*si(.-ged by a»huge* stoiu;. 

I was (piietly re:uling at my table, and took no 
notice of the noise, until the stone wa^discharged. 
I then took the lamji^and went into tho i^ervant’s 
room for the jmi'pose of awajjing him : ho hail just 
jumped out of b('d, and was in the act of huriying 
<lown staii’s. Jnnnodiatoly afterwards, I heard a 
violent altersation in the passage, and presently my 
door was ojicmed, and j-ooin entered by a Gfeek 
officer, with three soldiers aynod with muskets and 
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fixed bayonets, at his back. I demanded of the 
fellow in French the reason of his intrusion, but as 
he replied in (xtcck, 1 continued in ignorance, until 
tl\e servant, who speaks a little French, explained 
that the man canui to know from me, if the waiter 
had actually boon in bed at the time of his knock¬ 
ing i A strange question to put certainly,—but 
which 1 was enabled to answer in tin? affirmative, 
from the negative evidence of having found the 
man in his shirt on goiF.g into his room, l^he 
soldiers now left me ; but T was c(]ually surprised 
and indignant to h*arn this morning from Demetrio 

t 

(who does not sIo<‘j,i in tin? inn), that his .servant 
had been hurried off to jail, and was still in con- 
ivicment. 1 instantly dispatched the landloi'd to 
bring a police authority, to whom I might explain 
the matter, and have the mat', libcirated. The 
authority came, and the prisoner was <lischargod 
accordingly.' So much for the troops of King Otho. 
It appears tlie officer is billeted upon the land¬ 
lord ; and because tin? door was not instantly open¬ 
ed the ihoment he chose to knock, he hastened to 
the guard-room, riitu^mcd with throe soldiers, and 
marched the servant to jail, for no other fault than 
that of having been sound ash?ep in bod at mid¬ 


night ! If the fellow do not make some compensa¬ 
tion to the injured man, 1. shall report the affair to 


Mr Crowe, in the hope that ho may use his influ- 
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eijbo with t]|}e Coinnian 4 lant in his behalf. Hu had 
IK) right to come and diiAurb mo at such an hour; 
but I forgive him all, except the abofninablo tyranny 
of hurrying an innocent man ,to jail. If he mmt 
have had a prisoner, I was the guilty mai> for not 
having rouseil the servant at the coinmcncemenC of 
the knocking. • 

April 2(>.— A (lay of unceasing rain. 1 have 
been a prisoner in the house. Demetrio declares 
that this is the last of •the wet weather, and that 
there will be no niore rain for montlus to come,— 
Cl rant it may bo so ! Meantime T aui ill in body, 
and low in spirit. One thing•eoii.s(*le.s me, that I 
am here, and not on the road to Athens, for I am 
told th(*re is no shedter by the way*—hardly even,a 
hovel to sle(ip in.—■Would the journey wore over! 
Hut I have com<i/oo far to ndreat. (liv<‘ me only 
a dry mild air on tint road, and .‘ill will go well; 
but if caught in such weather as this among the 
mountains, they will get pos.s(‘,ssion of me for ev(ir. 
—iV classic soil to leave one’s bones certainly ; 
blit 1 h<ad rather not*—I live in hope. • 

The affair with the officer is amicably .settled,— 
ho apologi.s(;d wrth due contrition to the ‘servant, 
and would have doin? .so to me also, but that lie 
could not make himself understood in French.* 
It*appears ho had foug^it a dmd in the morning,— 
had severely wounded his y.utagonist in the face. 
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and had repaired to a tav/'rn to console 
with wine ; from whence |;ie returned to the inn in 
a higli state of*.oxcitement; hence his outrageous 

conduct. Learhing,this, I have quashed alJ furtlicr 

• • 

procee(Vn|?s ; and have requested Mr Oowe not to 
act upon a written statenu'nt 1 luul given him. 
The servant i-s, perfi-ctly ,Stttlsfie<l, and so am I. 

April — V('stej‘day it was tine To-day it ha.s 

been an unceasing, evendown, determined d(;lugc! 
Oh ! (Treece, (ir(*ec(', would \ wore again on Nilus’ 
Hood ! The “ lilazer’' arrived yestoi'day. Captain 
O’Jh-ieu writes tliat he cannot come,—this is a dis- 
appointment, and yet I am not sorry, foj' he- would 
have been pushed for time; and I could not set 
out in such w.'atJi(‘r; lienee, all is for the best, 
although 1 lose a companion in all respects to my 
mind. 1 c.innot now get aw.\y till tlio Easter 
holidays ari'ov<’r. To-day is Cood hT-iday. The 
town swarms with Iambus for the Paschal feast 
on Sunday. Sir I'alwin ]’(>arson was the only 
passenger by the “ Hlazcr.'’ I dined with him yes¬ 
terday ;‘to-day he is among lithe hills. I receive 
great civility from M^r (h’owo, who pi’ocured me 
three works on thi^ Revolution, viz. Colonel Stan¬ 
hope’s Letters, IJhnpiiere, and Ceneral Cordon. 
The last is by far the best—is ably written, and 
without too much love for tho Creeks, or over- 
hatred of the Turks. ^Stanhope, with good inten- 
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tjpns, I beljevo, was wyd on tlio subject of' a free 
press; while Crroece Wf|s struggling for her vei'y 
existence, and in want of all the sinews of wai*, ho 

gave her types and printers’, de/ils, and disipiisi- 

• • • 

tions on freedom ! Was not t^iis like offiA'ing to a 

drownijig man a treatise on the art of swimming, 
instead of first hauling him on the bank, and teach¬ 
ing Juni afterwards to swim i IlL-npiiere writes 
well, and is both an amial)le and honourable man, 
but he is too ardent a »Phil-ll(‘llenist; hence, the 
r(*ader hesitates *to give him (Mitire faith, (jlor- 
don. on tins other hand, with a love for the cause 
that hasbe('n substantially pixwod, gives the (Inicks 
no more than their due. I much admire his mo¬ 


de,sty, for he never once makes alhfsion to his o»yii 
disintero.st<“d gmierosity and exertions in their 
eau.se ; at h'ast iy)t in the second volunu!, which 
only 1 have read. These book,s have* ma<l,e time 
pass agi'eeably and profitably, and tl now know 
.something of the modern history of the people I 
sojourn amongst. 

J/n il .‘It).—Anotlt'r close, muggy, anfl ilismal 
day, with constant <lriz/lo. ^ Tt is J0ast<jr Sunday. 
Every family roasted a lamb—many ontsit*lo their 
hou.ses—the animal fixc'd on a woodem spit, and 
roasted whole. J)emetrio conducted me to the 

t 

church at the top of t^e hill to see the multitude. 
Hundreds wore cofiected oytside, entering in turn 
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the body of the church, crossing thcnipelves bef^e 
a picture of the Saviour, ^then bowing and kissing 
the same; outsiile, all was racket and noise—squibs 
and crackers were flying in every direction—even in 
the porti<?bs of the church. Hundreds entered with 
their pockets full of fireworks, knelt before, and 
kissed the image of the Saviour of the world, and 
then retired to fire off crackers ! Such a union of 
superstitious foolery and reHgi(.)n I never witnessed. 

I was disappointed to seui so few females. There 
wore none in the elmrch, except in a concealed 
gallery: neither was there* any [iriest officiating 
during the ho*ur 1 remaiin.’d. It was a scene to 
make a moralist sad, and to suggest the question :— 
Are these irnkvjd the descendants of Socrates and 

I 

Plato ? b’or myself, T wish to think well of the 
(jireoks, botli because' T v(‘nora|.e their ancestors, 
and have no love for their oppressors the T’urks ; 
but truly the scene of to-day does not impress me 
favourably ; howev(‘r, I will suspend an opinion 
until T ha>A seen them longer, and known them 
bettor. « 

T obseiTcd all the men, on meeting their ac¬ 
quaintance, heartily embrace on the lips. This 
fashion appears universal out of England. Tt is 
now late in the evening, but the fiivng of guns, 

I 

stiiribs, and crackers, continues. Groups of men 
are dancing and singing in all directions, but where 
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fe all the women ? Have the Greeks borrowed 

tt • . . * 

flw Eastern fashion of ooncealing their females ? 

I have seen no drunkards. England is the only 
country where men, when they meet to be merry, 
end by bnitali/ing thcmsfclvos. * 

J/a?/ 1. —The curtani has fallon upon spring, &nd 
summer has ontor(?d arrayed in smilog! What an in¬ 
expressible pleasure to inhale such an atmosphere! 

‘‘ IJegone dull care/’—avaunt ye vapburs that 
have borne down iny s])yat ! T tool a new man ; and 
“ Ilo for Athens’^ is my song. T would set out to- 
inon-ow, but tlie public offices being shut, T cannot 
get a pass])ort. It appc'ars a ‘‘ lascift ])assare” from 
the (fovernor is necessary. My European passport 
has been duly tifiri/ by Mr ('rovij', who is the 
fmly English (Wsul th.at has not exacted a fee. 
On my oxjtressing^surprise, ho said he never made 
tlu'se paltry demands u|i)oii travellei’s. I would re¬ 
spectfully recommend his colleagiu' ;jt Mars(jilles 
to follow' the examide ! 

Aciajunts have arrived to-day of t'rfc* escape pf 
a desperate brigand cjiief with sixteen of Ims gang, 
from the jail of Napoli. They anj said" to infest 
the north shore off the gulf*—i)recis(>ly the ibad by 
which I must travel. Mr (). dissuades mo from 
proceeding ; ,but 1 have iiothiug worth stealing ; 
and" the Greek, robbers do not mnrdtT. I have taken 
an order, however, for my money on Athens, leav¬ 
ing the gold with a merchant here,. 
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This evening I walked to^soine gardens south 
the town. They are in a miserably neglected stat^ 
but I was repawl the trouble by meeting Severn, 
(rrock ladies, two or,.three of whom were cei'tainly 

4 

beautifuf^t they worp the t’arboosh on the hc'dd, and 
displayed a profusion of flowing locks. 'J'lio bloom 
on their choolt/S was refresliine to behold, aft(U‘ the 
dusky daughters of Africa; but i v'ould not swear 
that it had in every instance been laid on by nature. 

If is a great pity that there is no wood near l*a- 
trass. hixcopt a solitary tree at tlio gate of the cita¬ 
del, there is not another within three hours’ ride of 
tlni town ; hence, tlw.' rofreshment of a cool shade 
i.s unknown in tlio summer. T have engaged two 
hprses to be in^readiness for a start on W'^ednesilay 
morning. It is a journey of five days to Athens; 
but if tin* W(‘atlier continue fine,, 1 fear nothing. 

I 

f 

Vos i'izZA., Mm/ If. — Iv'ft Patrass this morning 
at eight o’clock,—was ninehours on the road,—path 
the worst \a the world. First Iialf of the way 
chiefly \ieross water-coui'sc's,—now dry, exec'pt a 
stream in the centre. Some of the channels are 
.‘100 and 400 yards broad, and full of I'ough round 
stones, with, hero and there, deep gaps. Immediate¬ 
ly after rain, the road must be quitir impassable. 
—Scarce a house or hut even was te be seen, and 
no cultivation;—misecablo country truly ! An hour 

I 

and a quai-ter from Patrass, there are two fortresses 
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-/one on qp,ch side of^the gulf. The strait which 
[hey guard, is called the <_»reek Dardanelles, and not 
i,bovo a mile across. I skirted the sfta the 1/itter part 
of the way: and afterwards .entdred a thicket of 
copse, with here and there an qak, and ^uce, and 
fir; with an abundance of wild roses andhoiieysucltle. 
f. reposed for half an hour at a shed cwi tho path, and 
ate a couple of hard eggs f had brought with me. 

Arrived here at five o’clock—weary and .saddle 
—was eonduete»l tin’s wretched inn, if inn it 

can be called. 1 fa* e a small empty chamber,—minus 

■ 

sundry panes of glass; and yet, in this ilen, I dined on 
turtle ! Thanks to Mr (l.amble., who!inanufactured, 
and iny kind fri(‘nd Air Wcdd(!rburn, who presented 
me with a supply at Malta. Dut f lu*d hard work 
g«'t the lid of th(‘ canister off. Having no servant, 

I am badly off for^language; Friaich or Ttalian is 
unknown here, and my modern (Jreok vocablj's are 
f(‘W. IJcl'ore staff ing, T h*arned enough from I.)e- 
metrio to push my way. Here is my whole stock 
as written in mv note-book : •* 


Hot-water, 
Eggs. 

r>cs ' $ 

] ,!• 

^ ire, 

t;old-wat('r, 

Afilk,* 


Nerroo vrasto, 

« 

A vga. 

Fotia. 

Nerroo crioo. 
Ghalla. i 


W 

This is all the available Cfreek I possess.—Sad work, 
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as I said, to get off the lid of the canister ; at lenAh 
I found a hammer, and puiiche<l a hole in the sid^ 
Even then the s«.up would not come out; it was s» 
thick, I had to d‘ig it out with a spoon. The next 
<lifficulty^v'as to find a vcbsel to heat it in. 'I rum¬ 
maged through the kitchen, where; I could find no¬ 
thing but a plate. 1 .asked for “ fotia,’*—there was 
no fire in tin; liouse ! But ihe landlord pointcnl to 
a baker’s'sho]» across the stn'id. Thither 1 ro- 
]>aired, plate; and soup in lyind,—pushed both into 
the oven, and waiti.'d patiently ffir the j>rocess of 
licjuefaction. Any thing more I could hardly ex- 
p(;ct. In t<'n minutes the mass was (laid. J con¬ 
sumed a part, and gave the remainder to my guide. 
Sjid work trav«>.‘lling in (jireece; l)ut the day has 
been <livin(', and the ride on the whole a. pleasant 
one. I now' spn-ad iny matti'iiss on tlie floor, in 
hope of sleejting off fatigue. 


Akkata, JA/y 4.—Did not close an eye last 
night—fioafet-and rats iutoh'rahle—the latter al¬ 
most pAlled my matti’ass fVom under me; laid 
about nu; with Niagara in all dir(‘ctions, but this 
soared them only for the inomen’t, and they soon 
n*turned to the charge. At length, at midnight, 
I hit uj)on the expedient of lighting ni}' candle, an«l 
the'V came no more: but the fleas continued- to 
persecute mo—a'^curs^d vermin*! Drank a dose of 
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ii]4)r[)hia, b’it in vain. •Startod at oight tliis inorn- 

i ig : couiitiy round Vost'zza rioh in cnrrants”'—tlu* 
uslios planted in drills, and watered bv streandets 
led in from the mountains. No crop so produe- 
tivc to tlio proprietor. Mr (A’owe tells me a hun¬ 
dred acres of currants yi<'ld a clear profit of 
£3000 a-yoar—£40 the acre being the usual rent. 
The currants are dried in the sun, ami sliippe<l 
for John Mull’s Sunday pudding, l{omanti^^ ride 
to-day, far finer than tlftit «)f yestenlay ; bold bluff' 
jnajestic/ rocks on tlie right, with a. [►li'iitiful sprink¬ 
ling of pine upon tlu'ir pnjeipitous sides. Forded 
sev(‘ral rivers; one of them was ticklish work; 


took guide up behiml me; a fireek (jiUh' led in the 
baggag(‘ liorse ; in middle of strt'am*lie took friglrt, 
stop])ed, looked aghast, and crosseil himself fifty 
tiiix's, then he tutu^id, but my guid<» ordered him 
on ; he struggled through, so did tin* hf>rs,». To 
hhn mv auxietv was soJl'ly directed* for he was 
freiglite<l with most of my worldiv w<'alth. I next 
entered, and soon found the incoiivemenee of long 
legs ; in spite of all my care, my shoes filled with 


water. Could seai’cely sta.td on arrival at this 
most wretched khan : got a huge fright, too, b} 


sight of a band which I took to b<i no other than , 

Scb'on and liis crow—wild shaggj'^-lookii’^ fellows. 

• • 

* TIicso aio tlio ZaiUc cnmuits of comniorce; a kind of 
small cluslcrin^f grapo; often calicd of name 

currants secius a corruption. , 
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with pistols in their bolts. I thought it was .Ml 
over with me : one of them atlvanced to my horse s 
head—I expec^bd a pistol to be presented at m/ 
breast, but great was ray joy to discover in his 
jargon word passport, which 1 immediately 
and joyfully produced. They were in fact a party 
of pem-iTarnies sent in search of the brigands. It 
was a gre.at relief to me to iind myself among sol- 
<liors, for I was ill at ease among some of the wild 
gorges I j)as8ed through this d.ay. There is only a 
but and a ben in this Uhan. I have installed my¬ 
self in the kitchen, th«' adjoining apartment, which 
is a sort of grog-shoj), being occupied by the sol- 
<Uers. I made myself an excellent <liimer. dot off 
the lid easily <\dth a hatchet, and boiled the con¬ 
tents—soup and boiiilli, in a little pot, adding some 
water, and gently stirring the hil'SS. Dined like a 
lord. ■ Th(.‘ soldiers looke<l on in amazement at my 
culinary talciits. T trejited them to what remained 
of the feast. Wlnit invaluable travelling com¬ 
panions thesb canisters are ! pai’ticnlarly in a coun¬ 
try like Ijt recce. Tn a quartet of .an hour, and with 
little or no trouble, I had a nourishing dinner of 
soup and meat; the latter w as as fresh as if killed 
yestcrd.ay, and yet it had travelled from England 
to Uomb,ay, from thence up the Rod Sea, across 
the Desert, down the Nile, thence to Malta, and 

i 

. finally to Greece. 
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^rho kitchen lias no ohininey, and the smoke finds 
ks way out fhrough tli« holes in the roof; at first 
k was pungent to the eyes. It ron^nds ino of Scot¬ 
land, but, to complete the resemblance, many things 
are wa‘i)ting,—the crook* to suspend fhi^>ot—the 


iffnit-backet, with its leather hinge, over the fire¬ 
place—the broad chiinney-chef‘k, with the well- 
thumbed family-bible and psalm-book—the dresser 
and the shelves of crockery—the cutty-Sstool—tlus 
slee])ing colley—the “ toddlin’ wee things staeher- 
in’ btiii’*—and aliove all, the ‘‘ busy housewife ply¬ 
ing her evening care.” I do not know what the 
<1 reeks make of their w'onien, but^l scarcely over 
.s(Hi one. iN'eitlier is there a seat of any sort here ; 
they appear to have borrowed two pf the worst do- 
niestic habits of their opj)ressors the Turks, viz. 
concealing their ^ women, and squatting on the 
ground. ’Tin time to think, not of bed, but of 
sleep. 1 have no rooni to .spread ;ny inattrass, 
even if the floor were cleaner. My capote will be 
a sul*.stitute to-niglit. The inirtli the soldiers 
in the next room liafidied away. I heariio sound 
but the howling of the wind and the roar of the 
surf; both theSo arc tetrific, but I hfivc^ a roof, 
such as it is, over my head, and can aftbrd to smile 
at the elements. I have scribbled all this squatted* 
oil the floor, by tho li^ht of my little lainp, vdiich 
now grows dim. ’Occupation of any sort makes 
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time pass smoothly. I now resign ipy wearied 

frame to sleep. t 

1 

* 7 

Corinth, 6.— Eleven hours on horseback 

yesterday- Left Akrata at six, and arrived here 
at 'nve. Never in my life was I so devoured by 
fleas as in tlujt <le.vilish khan; sleep was impos¬ 
sible, or even repose. I tnuJ +0 purcliasc oblivion 
by a largo dos(; of morphia, but ii: vain : could 
have been no worse lying o}i an ant-hill. Egypt is 
a joke compared with ( Jreeco. ' Two successive 
nights that I had not .slept a wink,—a third, and 
I verily b<!liovo’ T should have gone mad—the devil 
take the fleas of (Jrc'ee^;! My whole body is co¬ 
vered with pui’jVe dot.s ; but I cai'e not for the Oitc, 
it is tlieir infernal r('sth‘.s.siiess and skipping nbout 
that matlden me. A inairs clfYssieal eiithnsiti.sni 
must be high indeed, to make him endure such 
misery—minci, 1 confess, ^ is not exalted enough. 
But what brought me here i I may well a.sk my¬ 
self this ([Ufetlon. 1 am no fa.stidious traveller. 
Give me«-lry weather, and sloop at night, and I ask 
for nothing more. Fortunately, the w('athor is most 
delicious. Had I a bed, 'I believe' the fleas would 
not give much annoyance. It i.s only on the floor 
that they .so abound. Let every wise* man in fu¬ 
ture' carry a. portable bedstead, three feet above 
the ground, and ho is safe. On reaching the plain 
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of Corinth, J threw myself on the green grass, and 
after one hour of soft an^l balmy sleep, I awoke a 
nlw man. There is an inn here, such as it is, and 
J slept in a bed last night. Misei’able town Co¬ 
rinth ! one vast ruin, the 'woi’k^of the *Mw; 3 lem ; I 
have seen nothing so melancholy—street after strovt 
of roofless houses. Pompoi is posilivi:\y more cheer¬ 
ful. What so dismal as a modern ruin I and 
there is nothing ancient here, save a fen* cohnnns 
of Doric (one might haye expected CV>rintliian at 
Corinth) order; they are sen on in numbi.'r, of a 
bad style—abacus too thin, and covers the whole 
of tlie capital—Egyptian fashion far stijjerior. The 
architraves are too deep for tlieir length—know 
not to what tenijde tli<*y belonged, »l‘or 1 have no 
bo( ’-.s. T'k' Acro-('orintlius is a nu.st noble rock, 
or rather a Uonble rock, walled all around tin* 
surnniit. 1 aUt.>mi)ted to walk to the top, but got 
only half-way—toil great., and 1 had ,startetl too 
late, from having b(.'en (nigaged all fonmoon visit¬ 
ing patients. The oidy doctor of Corinth died a 
fortnight ago, and 1 4iad all the arrears .*1 sick¬ 
ness on my hands. I was not five minutes in 

• • 

the inn yestmlay, wJieii ‘two (Jrcck gentlemen 
waited on me, one of whom could speak tolerable 
French. IIi? told mo that liift frieu<l had been 

I 

looking with wistful oyeg for my arrival that ho 
might consult mo regarding his wife who had had a 
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fever for three months, and was not getting better. 
I marvelled how my calling should have been known 
at Corinth, till-1 learned that a servant from Pa -- 
rass who passed'through yesterday, had announced 
my appff’oach. 1 iinmodiately accompamed the 
g^ntlemoii to tlm house of the invalid, musing upon 
what this said fever of three months might be. 
Alas ! the lii'st glance at tl'-'* patient was sufficient 
to explain all. The pearly lustre of the eye, and 
consuming hectic on the. chock, told me at once 
the nature of her malady. On inquiring into the 
history of the case and present symptoms, I could 
not doubt that she was in a galloping consunq)tioii! 

I have seldom seen a more beautifid countenanco; 
she is v('ryyou«g too—oidy twenty—ami the mother 
of two children, f ler husband is a wealthy currant 
merchant. 1 shall not soon forget the look of anxious 

r 

scrutiny which she rolled from her jet black eyes 
uf)on im;, when J first approached her bed. t’ho 
husband and female relatives, of whom there are 
five or six^an attendance, seem to think she must 
get better, now that an Jjlnglish doctor has seen 
her, but her case is beyond hoj)o. Yesterday I 
merely gave some general directions as to diet, &e. 
indeed, I could do nothing more. This morning J 
saw her again, she had passed a tcicrablo night, 
but towards morning the difficulty she had experi¬ 
enced in gettii g rid of the expectoration, was so 
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groat, that tj^e husbandjeared sho would have been 
choked. I ordered an emdtio to be given should this 
difficulty recur, and proceeded with the husband and 

his friend to tlie only apothecary’s dhop in Corinth. 

. • • • 

Verily it was a “ beggarly account of empty^ijoxcs 

although it canuot be said of tlio man of drugs, that 
“ grim misery lias worn him to the hones,” for ho 
is a siuirp-visagod portly grey-headed man, about 
three score and ten. lly a jumble of Latin and 
bVench, I mad(‘ him understand that I wanted a few 
.scruple-doses of ipeca<MUinlia. (Ireat was my sur- 
pri.se, in weighing out the medicines, to seo him count 
out twenty grains of dry wh(*at,and pl;mo them in the 
opposite scale ! V erily Corinth is centuries bellind. 

On my return to the inn, I found «, levee of pa^ 
tients—one a .sleek and well-fed priest; another a 
notary—cand sever.-d of minor note. I gave medi¬ 
cines to some, and prescriptions or advice t^o all. 

In the cour.so oli.the day, \ was called io pay visits 
to such as could not, or would not come to me. 
One of them was the Chief Justice of CdVinth, a ve¬ 
nerable and dignified c4d man, suffering froift occa¬ 
sional htemoj)tysi.s. On taking yiy leave, his wife pro- 

• • • . • • • 

.sented me with stime currant jelly in a saucer, and 

a glass of cold water. It was both pleasant and 
refreshing, aild corre.sponds in Creecc, I imagine, 
with the pipe and coffee of the Turks. The last p*a- 
tieiit I visited gave me a hearty ^ laugh. Being 
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called rather in a hurry, I cxj)ectftd something 
urgent. My Greek friencf accompanied me as inter¬ 
preter. On elitering the house, wo were sho^m 
into a very nice room, and presently tlie patient 

* i 

made net’ appearance—a tall buxom woman about 
tCirty, and good-looking, though rouged to the eyes; 
her breasts hung down in white gauw pouches, us is 
the usual fashion in (jirceco. The woiiem do not 
wear stays; and hence the figures of the matrons 
are of the most slatternly description, with waists 
so thick that they jipp»*ar to fiavc no .shoulders. 
I .sat <lown on the .sofa besid<^ my patient, scan¬ 
ning her ])ortly figure, and conjecturing to myself 
what might be the nature of her malady. My inter¬ 
preter, after listening to the account she gave of her¬ 
self, translated the substance of it to me, namely, 
th.at about .a month ago, whev the lady laughed, 
her itfouth alw.ays wont to one si<le, and that it 
continued tft do so for a*wook ! I could not help 
laughing outright at this terrible malady, especially 
as it was iiiTpartcd in so grave a manner; and, as 
the roifdiest means of cure tfiat occurred, I recom¬ 
mended that she sluv.ild restrain her laughter for 
• • • 

the future. When this was translated, the lady 
looked daggers at me, and the husband also seemed 
much shocked by my indecent mirth. *So 1 changed 
from gay to grave, and watching her narrowly, in 
expectation of detecting someinvoluntary muscular 
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movements, and finding none, T concluded her case 
to have been a local paral^is, arising from plethora, 
ai d recommended brisk purging and low living, 
srfould her mouth go astray again. • This appeared 
to satisfj' them, and I took my departure.^ ^ 

To-morrow morning T set out for Megaril. 
Corinth has few attractions—^laiiAs, all ruins, with 
none of the pictu!‘cs(]ue to reeommond them. I 
regret exceedingly not to have got to the top of 
the citadel, for the view^^from so commanding an 
eminence must bo •superb ; but T hope to see it on 
my return. 

I had a long conversation with my*(ireek friend 
on th(5 politics of Crecce; he reviled bitterly, 
not against King Otho, but against the systoni 
of quartering such a host of (rcrman officers and 
soldiers on the nation. ll(i told me thei’o were 

f ^ 

Bavarians receiving salaries of 000 drachmas ^£20 
or £21 sterling.!^ month for offices tli;/t would be 
gladly and more cornpetently filled by (.i recks, fora 
third of the sum. This is certainly e,'grievance, 
and Otho should look* to it in time. A 4hrone 


propped by mercenary bayonets is not* worth sit¬ 
ting on; I suspeef, howeveK ho is not an ovdrwise 
prince, for ho attempted, about three wetdts ago, to 
impose, and frirce the payment of, a most invidious 
tax, liamcly, five per cent, on the profits of indu8t?y 
and commerce. ThiS was l*itt over again. The 
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citizens of Patrass, one and all, refused to pay, but 
their resistance was merely passive; at length troops 
wore poured into the towji, and the matter was com¬ 
promised. My Greek fn’end assured me that his 
countr^iion positiycly paid less under the Turks, 
and that their dislike to the Bavarians was uni¬ 
versal. The, country is far too poor to support a 
swarm of foreign locusts. From the IH.tle 1 have 
scon of Greece, it ai)pear8 ill adapted to a monar¬ 
chical form of govormueivt. From the absence of a 
native noblesse, th(?ro are no Intermediate steps 
between the king and the subject. It is much to 
be lamented that the hand of an a.s.sus.siii should 
have put an end to the Ropublic. 

M(i// 7.— r,^‘l‘t Corinth at nine this mornintr. 
When two miles on the road to Atlnais, 1 ni(3t a Ba¬ 
varian foot-traveller, who told inc in broken French, 
that Athens w’as in quai'antine, in eonse<iuence of the 
appearance .of the plague in the vicyiity. This was 
startling intelligence, and T retraced my steps, and 
instantly despatched a messenger to the British 
(.^on.suh at Napoli, to know, the truth; but his an¬ 
swer will not reach me till to-morrow. 

Tin's is a most horrible inn, and the cooking i.s 
the worst I ever sat down to ; but fortunately, my 
soup is not finished. The landlord is the veriest cut- 
tlft'oat looking man 'n aU the world, and is said to 
have escaped from Corfu to avoid the gallows, for 
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murder. Last autumn, the Purser of His Majesty’s 
ship “ Portland” disap])eared mysteriously from his 
house, and has never since been hcavd of; in conse- 

t 

(facnce of which, mine host M'as confined several 


months in jail, but was libertited from insilfficipiit evi¬ 
dence. I have found him extremely civil and obliging, 
although his countenance would'have put that of 
Burke to the blush. This forenoon I rode up to the 
citadel—the landlord accompanying me On horse¬ 
back. It was a full hour’s climb to reach the first 
gate, where I halted, and proceeded to the top on foot. 

1 have never sc'en a fortress of such [)rodigious natu¬ 
ral strength. Well garrisoned, it migflit (hd'y all the 
artillery in the world. A Bavarian soldier—one of 
the six who compose the garrisou-|-acted as m^' 
eic(‘ronc. The day was divine, and T enjoyed the 
prospect c.xceodingly. To the north lies th(‘ (lulf 
of (Corinth, and far IJeyond, a chain of lofty moim- 
tains, among »^lich Parnassus and llplicon stand 
j)re-cniinent, the tops and half-way down the sid(is 
eovere<l with snow. I took otf my haf* in honour 
of th(i monarchs of inspyation, and stood witlvmonth 
wide open, inhaling the breeze that blTnv directly 
over their tops, but without feeling warmed by a 
poetic glow, and marvelling much, that the muses 
should have iAaken up their ab<jde in so desolate 
and'frozcn a region. ’ » 

At my feet was Cbrinth,—one heap of ruins. It 
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made me sad to look down on such a scone of 
havoc, and to reflect that the ruthless hand of 
man, and not "the slow agency of time, had been 
the author of it. J3ut where are the energies of 
the riroek character, that Phccnix-likcj, a new 
eforinth does not spring from the present ashes ? 
Or why docs not Otlio give an onward impulse to 
the resurrection of hi,s kingdom ; 1 f ho would only 
put a steamer on the Gulf, and cause anijther to ply 
between the Isthmus am), the Pirmus, the town 
would soon rise from its riiins. -What has become 
of the British loan of rPSOOjOOO? Assuredly no 
part of it has’'necn cx]>cnded for the benefit of this 
part of Greece. 

, At the lieai- of tbe Gulf, to the right, lies tin- 
Isthmus ; and beyond it the . Kgean Sea, with rocky 
islets scattered among its blue waters. The Isth- 
mns .does not appear more than four miles in 
breadth. Kow easy it would be tj},-.unite the two 
seas by a railroad, or even a canal, I think would 
be practicable. If a colony of \’^ankees were to 
establish itself in these partw, six months would not 
elapse, when the journey from Patrass to Athens 
would be performed ir fburteen hours, and without 
the smallest fatigue. Whereas at present, it is 
impossible to accomplish it in less than five days, 
and at a cost of forty-six hours on horseback, sub¬ 
ject to the risk of swollen rivers,—a tumble over a 
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precipice,—bandits—and fleas worse than bandits. 
The horizon to the south is bounded by a range of 
hills, neither varied in outline, nor»giand from its 
height. On the whole, however, the view is superb, 
and anfply I’cpays the labour of ascent, l^etweeu 
the two summits of the rock, are the ruins of* a 
considerable tower: the fortifiTjatign wall which 
encloses the citadel, though now entire, is crum¬ 
bling fast into decay. A few rusty giufs are the 
only weapons of war t^) be seen ; and these are 
kept merely for firing an occasional salute. I was 
much struck with the number of beautiful flowers 
every wlioni to bo soon clinging to the naked rock, 
or insinuating themselves into ruined clefts, and 
not a few blooming in fragrant loveliness on tin- 
top of the highest eminence, despite the frozen 
glances of I*arnassus. There is a second JiiJJ, 
at some distance from the ./Vero-Corinthus, on 
whose toj) aW.^ho ruins^of a watch-tower, com¬ 
municating with the former by a subterranean 
passage, the mouth of which T saw. It is very 
scrambling work to got up even to the* lowest 
of the two peaks; but if the traveller content 
himself with thd view frt)m this point, Ac will 
not see tho Isthmus at all. Consequently the line 
of ocean appears continuous, and he loses the finest 
part of tho picture; neither will ho see the town 

of Corinth, which i5 also a very striking feature in 

* 

I 
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the panorama, unless he descend froni the lower 
and climb to the highest sinnmit. From this point 
the eye cmbracts the whole at a glance, and can 
also trace each feature in detail. I do not kno\^ 

I 

the height of the Acropdlis, but I should imagine 
the summit cannot be under 1500 feet above the 
level of the gulf.' It must be a trlste abode for 
the officer and half a dozen men \vlio now compose 
the whole garrison. 


Athens, Matj 10. —Left Oorirtth at nine a m. 
on the 8th, without waiting for Mr Green’s reply, 
having boon informed by two young Irish gc'iil le¬ 
mon (the Messrs Barton), who an*ived from Napoli, 
tjiat Athens fvas in quarantine only wheii aj)- 
proachod by sen. It is in the island of Boros 
where the plague has shown itself. 1 quitted Co¬ 
rinth jin com})any with the Messrs B. Ten hours 
brought us .to Megara. , The patjj.uiftor crossing 
the Isthmus, is pretty and romantic, along the sea— 
through grdves of wild rhododendron, and can boast 
of two'=of the finest fig-treai in Europe. On ap¬ 
proaching Megara, the track becomes dangerous, 
winding along the bruk of cliffs^ and up the face 
of an almost perpendicular precipice, where we had 


to dismount and walk about a mile. •The (Corinth 

I 

laittllord had cautioned mo to beware, tcllii'g’me 
that two gens-d'armesy with thdir horses, had fallen 



ATHENS. 


• 107 

over the precipice a few months ago. This may 
very well have happened, but if a man be 8obet\ 
and have daylight, there is no ear^ily danger. It 
t'crainded me of the path leading from Pool Ewe to 
the hciiti of Loch Marec, id Uoss-shire, whicl), by the 
way, 1 never travelled, but, from the description’of 
the boy that attended mo on a falling campaign on 
the Ewe, it must 1)C something like that in ques¬ 
tion. 1 asked him if there was a road t<7 tluj head 
of the loch; “ Oo aye, .^ir.” “ Is it a cart-road 

sai)^ 1. “ Oo no,*sir, there’s a pairt o't that a man 

himsel ’il no be very canny on i” I was highly 
ain|Lised at tluj idea of a road which Vas dangerous 
even for the pedestrian. We reached Megara at 
seven. Wliat a city! a vast ch^^os of roofless 
houses-^more desolate even than Corinth, and yet 
it is but^nino hours’ journey from the capital. We 
dined in the kitchen of tho inn on one of my in¬ 
valuable ca'uN^crs of soujj, and lay (jown in our 
clothes in a room above. Tin; fleas, as usual, were 
in myriads, hut I slept in spite of tlieni.* 

“ llowusc doth lyeed a habit in a man !’’ ^ • 

At six A. M. yesterday, wo ^set out 'for Athens. 

A ride of four hodrs brought us to a new road, the 
first and only one I had seen in C recce. 1 was 
panting for a sight of Athens. On approaching 
Ronle, I felt strongly and strangely excited; but 
Athens, as the mother of Rome, claims a higher 
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enthusiasm. At length, after a ride of seven hours, 
on turning the shoulder oft a hill, I looked down on 
the plain below-: first a long forest of olives, be¬ 
yond which lay Athens, reposing at the foot of the 
Acropolis: on the^ left Of the town Mount Lyca- 
bettus, with its double peak, and behind the city, 
the far-famed^ II}hnettus. Loath .am I to confess 
that my sanguine expectations w- re far from real¬ 
ized. And is that Athens, 


‘ /.lie eye of Greece, 

Mother of arts and eloquejiee f ’ 

The town is a mere cluster of shabby houses, w ith- 
out stec])le, orVipire, or prominent feature; .and e^ eii 
th(j rock of the Acropolis looked small and insigni- 
Ijcant, its real ^proportions being veiled by the much 
greater height .and extent of Tlymettus in the back 
ground. As we no.ared the town, the col,anm8 ol‘ 
the Pai-thenon looked vcnor.able and grand, cer¬ 
tainly, but, pn the whole, the first y.vw of Athens 
has few charms for the eye; and, in sjpite of our¬ 
selves, the •^eyo is the first to form an opinion. It 
was ’ i» vain that I reasont^d thus with myself,— 
“ How expect to find a fine city, where every 
house'was prostrate seven yeais ago ?” Put if 
the eye were dis.appointed, what a mental treat 
in the associations of its past greatness and re¬ 
nown ! *Others may have tasted this rich repast, 

t 

for myself, I confess the chief pleasure I derived 
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from the sight of tho Greek capital, was in the im¬ 
mediate prospect of a ckan and comfortable bed. 
We put up at the “ Hotel do F\^nce,” a palace 
compared with the inns of Corinth and Mogara. 
After a delicious ablutior.^ and cxcelleht dinner, I 
strolled as far as the Temple of Theseus. I’his ds 
a perfect gem of architecture—r-to my eye the heau 
ideal of the “ simplex munditiis” style. The co¬ 
lumns are all standing (so are the walls* also), six 
i each end, and twelve^*! think, at the two sides, 
of\ie most beautiful Doric order. 

Lt eight o’clock I wont to the theatre—a rude 
wq^d<m circus in a half-linishcd state *-on purpose to 
see'tlieii’ Hellenic Majesties. It was past nine before 
the IvJS'al pai ty arrived, but the house was so mise¬ 
rably light(!d, that I had not a very good view of the 
King alid Queen. Otho appeared to me a bettei’- 
looking man than /ijs mint makes him, and liis con¬ 
sort, owing, ^^guppose, to the cap she wore, looked 
more old and matronly than her years would lead one 
to expect. Kope-dancing, the most wretched of all 
amusements, was the^ only cntcrtainment.^jyid I 
soon made my exit. A clean bed ami soft slum¬ 
bers have made me foi’gct>tho fatigues of the road, 
and I now prepare to visit tho lions of Athens. 

May 1 l.-i-Engaged all yesterday and to-day in ' 
mmising. Went first to the remains of the T^n- 
ple of Jupiter Olyiapus. * Sixteen columns are all 
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HOW standing of the original 120. They are most 
beautiful—of the richest • Corinthian order—and, 
judging from sk rough span with my arms, about 
nineteen feet in circumference—sixty feet in height 

f 

—formed of round blocks of Pentelic marbk), vary¬ 
ing from fifteen to twenty to each pillar; the 
shafts are fluted, dnd the CMpitals, although having 
a close general resemblance, all differ in the <le- 
tails of their ornaments. Three of the columns 
stand at some distance frepi the others, and these 
are l>y far the fairest to look on. The rest /are 
unitetl by architraves laid across without abacus. 
This injures the oflect. Surely it is an erroryin 
taste to lay enormous stones upon Corinthian ca¬ 
pitals ; this ob'i^jaut and showy order being^Uut ill 

* • • k 

suited to the support of a h(;avy load. Ne,tli(>r is 

durability associated with this species of a/tchitec- 
ture. It is all for show, or ought to bo so,;'' whereas 
the Doric, btjautiful and simple as combines 
solidity with grac(5. The one is like the dashing 
woman, whose entrance iiito the ball-room fasci¬ 
nates .ejiery eye—but, in a liktle while, the gaze of 
admiration falls n])on the timid and retiring belle 
by her 'side, who, th 'ughdess showy than her rival, 
is equally beautiful, while qualities more enduring 
' than beauty, beam in her chastened qouiitenaiice. 
To^mire, I would have the Corinthian; but to*be 
really in love, it must be with the Doric. 
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There is ^mething very remarkable in the colour 
of the Athenian ruins —» sort of brown rust which 
covers a largo portion of the murble columns, 
leaving the remainder almost white. TJie soften¬ 
ing effect of this is adinirdble in all points of view. 
I lingered a long time among those majestic cb- 
lumns, but, if a wish could havd do;ic it, I would 
have pulled down all the architraves. The arch of 
Hadrian is a. graceful but tiny edifice, and by no 
in^jans hannonizes with t^to noble columns to which 
it cA>iiducts. 1 nf'xt strayed along the banks of 
issus, and hor(.* I expected to find a niurmur- 
•eam. Milton’s ])oetic de.sori]>L'ion was in my 




"lluiiv Ilissus his wliispt'rinj.-, stn*am 


I 


but lo ! licre was not one drop of water in its for¬ 
saken ( i^nnel. JT^inettus, too, is much beholden 
to Milton-^ 

. . . 

'riiori', flo*.T‘rv hill Il\;nettiis, with tho sound 
Of boi»s’ iiuliiNtrious muniiur, oft invito 
To studious iiiusinir.” 

o ^ 


A more uninteresting liuid scraggy looking ftHOuu- 
tain need hardly bo seen than the said lJyni(5ttu8. 
It forms a long monotonous lidgc of great cxtejit, 
with no visible vegetation upon its sides. Nothing 
but rock audosoine stunted shrubs to be seen from 

Athens, from which its base is about two miles dss- 

/ 

tant. As yet J have neither seen its flowers, nor 
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heard the hum of its bees. I have tasted of their 

• « 

honey, however; it was served at breakfast yester¬ 
day morning ;-»-not pure and pellucid in ‘the virgin 
comb, like the sweets of tlie hoathcr-bell, that the 
bees o£ Scotia love, to gaVhei*, but a dark artd dingy 
liquid in a glass tumbhir—in colour, and taste also, 
resembling a mixfure of jrJni). From the Ilissus, 
I returned to the town, and visited the “ Stoa of 
Adrian,”' or what had been such; for lo-day there 
are but seven Corinthian jyllars standing, and thewe 
are built into a wall of which they form a j4irt. 
Th(j stranger might pass and rc]>ass without their 
attracting his' observation. In the vicinity is I the 

Temple of ^Eolus, a small octagon with bas-roliefs 

« 

i^epresenting ^he eiglit winds. I next vii^ed the 

Lantern of Demosthenes, or Diogenes, as s'kme call 

it—a swetit little temple with Ionic colua’'{is ; and 

^ / 

lastly, a Doric gateway of handsoim.* i)ij^ar,s, which 
my cicerone' informed me once le^^ the ancient 
market-place. 

These a'rc all the ruins not included in the 

9 

Acr'dpGlis. It was only to-day that I got access to 
that renowned lock—a pass from Mr Pittaki, the 
curator of ruins, being' necessary in ortlor to visit 
it. On entering the lower gate, the first min is the 
“ Odeum of Regilla,” a picturesque wall, but with¬ 
out pillars or ornament. It forms a part of' the 
exterior wall at the back of thfe rock. On entering 
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the second ^ate, the e^e is immediately arrested 
and charmed by the beautiful little “ Temple of 
Victory” on the right, and the majiifetic columns of 
the propylcea in front; the former has been restored 
by the ingenuity of Pittaki,*from fragments tl\.at had 
been smothered by rubbish. Where portions of tlfo 
shafts had boon awanting, they ai*b rqj)laced by mo¬ 
dern joinings, but so artfully, that the whole temple 
has quite the appearancoof antiijuity. It is vdry small, 
ai^ of the beautiful Tonic 4 frder. On passing through 
the lOovic columns flf the “Propyla^a,” and ascending 
a sli^it eminence', the Parthenon in all its glory bursts 
upoli tlie view. 1 passed several hBnrs lingering 
aromi^ this sublime ruin. The enceinte of the temple 
is an oblong square, 228 feet in lengthy and enclosed 
l)y a porMyle of columns of Pentelic marble,—some 
entire,—woino shattered by tlu': shot and shells of 
the TurksS^nd a great number on both sides ejtluT 
altog('th(M’ atirjwsing, or brolo'ii into fragments by 
an exj)losion which ha])pone<l during th^^ revolution. 
In the (*entre of the temple stands a simfll Turkish 
mosque, destined T woukl fain ho[)e to a spccdy^'all. 
The circumference of the pillars is, according to 
Pittaki (with whofn 1 ha<l ?i long conversation on 
the spot), six feet two inches; and their height, 
thirty-four feet. This does not accord with what 
is safd to be tho true proportion of the Doric shaff, 
VOL. II. * K 
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which ouglit to bo six diameters in length; and 
yet, who could find fault with the dimensions here ? 
a more fastidic^us eye than mine, truly. Perhaps 
the two grandest monuments of auti<piity arc the 
Temple of Kaniqjt, at'ancient Tliebcs, and the 
Parthenon at Athens. Whilo seated musing on a 
marble block,, at the fr>ot of one of the columns, 1 
tried to bring Karnak in juxtaposition, for the 
j)urpo,se of comparison. It is difficult to say which 
is the most remarkable,", for both are cxccllcrt, 
though in different ways. The Egyptians ahned 
more at solidity and durability than grace. The 
(ireeks combined these ijualitics ; and yet, if the 
wand of a magician were to transpoit Kariif ic to 
the top of tliOiAcropolis, tlio cffijct on the fi'nnds of 
most men would be far more astonishing tci.an that 
produced by the contemplation of the P;a’thcnon. 
'File jmnienso number of its pillars, au’i their gi¬ 
gantic proportions, with, the nudtiidieity of reluifs. 
representing heroes, gods, and battle scenes, more 
than comiAJUsatc for the ab,sonco of chastity of de¬ 
sigh. On the other hand, (the Parthenon is built 
of pure Peutolic marble; the [fillars consist of single 
blocks, laid o. c aboi c another, and not built of 
inasomy', like those of Karnak ; situate on a bold 
and abrupt rock, it looks down vpon a culti- 
\vited plain, hemmed in by a triple range of moun¬ 
tains, with the blue iEgoan, Studded with islands. 
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and fanious^for victorios : the classic grove of Aca- 
dcmus, the Lyceum, the Acropolis, the Benia of De¬ 
mosthenes, are at its base, while the A cro-Corinthus, 
and the snowy range of Cithmron, arc seen in the far 
distaneb : Add to these tafigiblepbjects, the {jssocia- 
tions connected with the renown of the llepublic, aifd 
the glory of its citizens,—and there is^i moral charm 
in the contemplation of the Parthenon, not to be 
found in the obscure traditions of the Tjgyptian 
ttvnph*. Judging from ^e archito(d-un) of the two 
couIl|trie.s,onewouhl suppose that the hjgyptianswore 
a p/worful but not a rehnod people ; for a nation 
dislinguislied by rofinoinont in taste,*would hardly 
thii^of building a Pyramid, when the same mate- 
rials, aiVl infinitely loss labour, wouUl suffice for ^ 
hnndr(!(| tom])h‘s and monumental ornaments. The 
architeoyirc of the (Iroeks, on the other hand, not 
only bospC\lcs power, but also the attainimait of 
the highest e.vVelleue*} in jjrt, and elogaMce of taste. 

To th(.* left of the Parthenon, and nearer the edge 
of the rock, stands the “ Kreethoion,” which, though 
irrc'gularly built, is a ra«st eh’gant little temple^ in¬ 
deed, it comprises two distincj; temples, according 
to the learned. On one whig there are five or six 
Cariatides of tine sculpture, and the Tonic columns, 
Pittaki described to me as the purest of that grace¬ 
ful ftrdcr in existence. A number of laboureiS. 
under tho direction of Pittaki, are constantly em- 
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ployed in clearing away the rubbish, and repairing 
the monuments of the Acvopolis. Otho shews his 
good taste in applying himself to the restoration of 
these ancient and still splendid ruins. Indeed, they 
form the chief attraction of his capital, 'for the 
modern Athens is as paltry a town as can well be 
imagined,—a/;ontined irregular cluster of streets, 
rubbish, and bye-ways, li is true that buildings 
and improvements are in rapid jjrogrcss, and that 
a few years will materiaUy change the aspect of 
the city, which, in the mean time, cannot boa<t of 
more than half a dozen large commodious hohses. 


The royal residence is more lilvc the dwelling *tf a 
citizen than the abode of a monarch; bmV the 
foundations a 7 *c laid of a new palace, which has 
already made considei’able progress, altluiugh the 
quantity of scaffolding surrounding the rbuilding 
prevents the jilan of its construction..^’om being 
seen. It stands on the rising ground between the 
base of Lycabettus and the Acropolis,—the best 
site, I think, that could have been selected. 

R^^/orts arrived to-day that a party of soldiers 
escorting ircasurc, were attacked and plumleri'd 
by the briga *ds on the Isthmus of Corinth, the 

f 

day after I had traversed it, and that two or three 

of the party were murdered. 

% 

" A letter from the Consul at Napoli, informs ino 
that, in consequence of the plague at Poros, the 
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British paejcet is forbiijden to take passengers on 
board from Patrass. This places me in an awk¬ 
ward dilemma, for I cannot return* to Malta, and 
i brought with me no more funds than were ne¬ 
cessary for the trip to Athens and back to»Malta. 
1 must in consequence go on to Smyrna or Constan¬ 
tinople,—no groat punishment, were T only pos¬ 
sessed of the “ sinews of war.” 

May 12.—Passed all forenoon on the Acropolis, 
alid afterwards di’ove iPown to the Piraeus in a 
Lorvlon-built omnibus, which makes three or four 
trxm daily to that classic port. Went on board 
ri./Majesty’s ship “ Portland,” to deliver a note 
of iirfcfodnotion to Captain M‘Adam of the Marines. 
What beautiful vessel the Portland is ! Never 
have I fltood on such a quarter-deck. It made mo 
feel proud of my qpuntry, to witness such a model 
of ch‘aiiliiiVv?s and order as that noblo ship pre¬ 
sented. Having, to return again by the omnibus, 

1 had only the pleasure of a five minutes’ conversa¬ 
tion with Captain M‘A., whose kind m*anner, and 
Scotch accent, prepossJbssed mo much in his fJJvour. 

This evening I drank tea with Kev. Mr Hill, an 
American missionary, who has, I understand, esta¬ 
blished schools on a great scale at Athens : those 
I hope soon fo visit. , 

15.—Received to-.day a most timely remA- 
tanco of cash from niy kind friend and fellow-pri- 
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soner Mr P. Stewart, who fhad the p>*ovidence to 
forward a supply in case of emergencies. This has 
set my mind at ease, and I now wait the first fa¬ 
vourable opportunity' of visiting the capital of Tur'- 

♦ , 

key. 'I can easily'return to Malta by the new line 
of Frojich (jlovernment I*ackots, which has already 
commenced pfying, and the length of my quarantine 
will probably bo no greater, amviug from Turkey 
than from Greece. 

Ycsterday forenoon T attended divine service ^.it 

the house of the Rev. Mr Hill. There is no Eng- 

lish church at Athens; indeed, there are scai^’^ely 

» 

any residents to form a congregation. I’ho fior- 
vice, after the lj|)iscopal form, was conduct'^'fl by 
Mr Hill. In* the afternoon T rode to tlnf'foot of 
Hyiiiettus, and to the summits of the varia’is small 
hills to the south-west of the A'-rojmlis, tK’e monu¬ 
ment' of Philopappus, Pnyx, &c. up tlvtlied of the 
Ilyssus, and'j’ound the Sta«lium, , In the evening 
I had the honour of dining with Sir Edmund 
Lyons, the British Minister—a civility on tho 
part V)f his Excellency whftih I had no reason to 
expect, for I came ,to Athens without any intro- 
tluction or recommendation, lint Sir E. is ce¬ 
lebrated for his attention to his wandering coun¬ 
trymen. Several Greek gentlemen were of the 
party, all of whom (with one exception), spoke 
French fluently. In the evening I had the plea- 
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sure of boilig introduced, to General C!hurch, who 
holds both a high military and civil appointment 
under the Greek Govoi'iimcnt, aiid»is a gentleman 
®f polished manners and agreeable* conversation. 

To-dhy I visited the nlilitar^ hospital,—a large 
substantial, and rather imposing edific*', at tlfe 
back of the Acropolis. It has aficoiymodations for 
three hundred .sick ; but at present many of the 


wards are omi)ty, and )’(^t the beds in such as were 
oecnpied, approached so^#closo as almost to touch 
each other. The'walls were enemubiwed with the 
‘•loHies of the patients,—a slovenly practice that 

t 

sho,uld never bo tolerated in any hospital,—more 
osp(‘'lially in a eliinate like that of Greece. Almost 
•ill tlii't windows were shut, and ^lis, added to 
Ihe uniw.'cessary crowding of the wards, made the 
air feel sickly and oppressive. Tho patients were 

nearly all-Gavarian soldiers, with a scanty sprink- 

‘ • 

lin^ only of Tho hitter hn*v(* sjich a hatrod 

of their (h'rniaii bn'thren, that they can with diffi¬ 
culty bo persuaded to occupy tho sainu tonciuont. 
Every Greek witli wh^in I have spoken, 
plained grievously of those foreign bayonets; and 
indeed I do not Wonder at? their discontent.* Tho 
streets and cafes of Athens literally swarm with 


Bavarian officers—swaggering, vulgar-looking fol¬ 
lows, who, T am c|uito sure, would not be admittipd 
into good society ih their own country, and who 
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devour the revenues of Greece, and jjet affect to 
despise the country that supports them. I firmly 
believe that if Otho do not take an early opportu¬ 
nity of chass'mQ the German auxiliaries, the Grceke 
in thejr despair will try to got rid of his Majesty. 
On coming to the throne, he should have followed 
the example of Jlcrnadotu, and identified himself 
with the feedings and interests of ihe people he was 
called on to rule. The Greeks are a warm and con¬ 
fiding people ; and had the^f young monarch evinced 
a disposition to entrust himself entirely to his new 
subjects, ho would, at the v('ry outset of his reign, 
have gained possession of their affections,—thereby 
rendering the task of goverjiing a distracted,^ and 
iipscttled country infinitely less difficult tnd cm- 
baiTassing. More than one Greek gentlcni>an has 
made this remark to me, and 1 can fully outer into 
its justice. If I had a voice in the Paviiameiit of 
England, I would never^yote another fraction to 
Greece, while its soil was polluted by a foreign 
soldier. If the £800,000 already lent^ were really 
expl5/.-!icd in Greece, it must have been these hungry 
troops that consumed it; for, with the exception of 
the hospital ami mint, and a few miles of road to¬ 
wards Mogara, I have seen no evidence of outlay 
on the part of the government. I a^ked a Greek 
the other day what had been done with the loans 
of the Three Powers,—he replied significantly that 
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an hospital Jor the Bavarian soldiers had been built 
out of them. • 

This evening I rode round the Environs, up to 
ihe rocky peak of Lycabottus, and afterwards to 
the baSo of Pentelicus. Hero J met the Qjjeen on 
horseback, attended by the chamberlain and tvfro 
grooms. T came so suddenly on*the; royal party as 
to have hardly time to give way, find take my hat 
off to her Majesty. The (^ueen is a roi^y, plump, 
and pretty person, ap]>.‘j(rently not above nineteen, 
and the i)icture ^f hi*alth. The chamberlain re¬ 
turned my salute, but his mistress seeincal frightened 
at my uncouth board, ami passed ^^^tllout bowing. 

1 ci,n conceive few situations for a young princess 
more d. 'solato than hers ; for with tJio exception of 
her own immediate dependants, she can have little 
society within, and no amusements without,—not 
even an opera, or any “ spectacle” of a higher order 
than rope-dancing! Surely this is not. the country 
for a monarchy! 

Jfay 17.—The weather continues fine,—that is 
to say, warm and dny; but the air is thicks and 
hazy, and oppressive to breathe. Strange that J 
have not yet haef the good luck to see a sin*glo fine 
sunset in (Irccce! Hence, I cannot realize the 
beautifid description given by Byron in the open- * 
in^ stanzas of the “Curse of Minerva.” Yester¬ 
day forenoon I pdid a visit to Mr Hill’s princi- 
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pal school, where I had the pleasure of witnessing 
a most interesting sight. ’ The schoolhouse is a 
large substanti,1ll building, containing a number of 
apartments of vai'ious sizes. All tlicst? wore full of 
children from the ages of four un to fifteen. In 
the first room 1 entered, thero were about a hun¬ 
dred boys ancLgiris, none *»f‘ them to fi})poarance 
moi'e than seven years old, and the greater part 
considerably under that age. This constitutes 
the “ infant-^dusSj” wliero fho children Jiro taught 
the alphabet previous to removal to a more ad¬ 
vanced division; therf^ are various smaller apart¬ 
ments occupi<Kl exclusively by girls, who ai'o taught 
reading and writing, ami the elements of arithmstic 
and goograi)hy,i, In the intervals of their kissons, 
they are employed in sewing, and making little or¬ 
namental articles of dross. Miss Baldwin, a young 
American lady, who, in the absence of Mrs Hill, 
is directress -ijf the establishment, conducted me to 

f 

the various compartments, and explained the man¬ 
ner of instruction, and the general discipline of the 
institution. Each room has iue or two mouitres- 
ses, according to its size. These are young Greek 
damsels from fifteen to eighteen years of age, who 
hikve all been educated and brought up in the 

family of Mr Hill purposely to act as teachers. T 

* 

saw six or seven of them, and was much struck with 
their pretty, tidy, and modest appearance. 1 re- 
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mained nea|;ly an hour jn the establishment, eagerly 
scanning the character the CIreek countonance. 
Indeed, it is only in such a place tBat the stranger 
^las an opportunity of judging of ihe females,—for 
an atlult Greek woman is*a rarity that one .seldom 
meets in the streets of A thens. In the infant claSs, 
I saw some beautiful children, aiui two or thi'ee 
very pretty girls among the more advazicod in 
years; but although the Greek countenaiujf' is cer¬ 
tainly pretty as far as regularity of f(‘aturc, and a 
large dai’lc eye constitute beauty, judging from 
what I have seen, T should say the women were 
devoid of expression. They arc 1;oo much like 
paii.tfxl dolls,—prettily painted I admit; but with 
very little soul or iiitolligencc. Thw may bo owing 
to the neglect of education, so common among all 
(ilaSiSZ's; nn<l proj^ably if the schoolmaster wore to 
do his part, as well as nature has done her’s, the 
Gn'ek women njight be ^lo handsomoKt in Europe. 
Meantinu! 1 should say, the childn'ii ai‘e beautilul, 
because in the face of a child we do ftot look for 
expression. And ydt tho countenance wlzieh we 
call Grecian in England, is i^ot the countcnanco of 
the Greek women; at all* events, of tho women of 
tho JMorea, among whom I have not yet seen ^ 

f 

with a daasfml (Irccian countenance. 

\Vhat chi<.*fly struck me in tho school of Mr Hill, 
was tho perfect (fecorum and attention to thoir 
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studies that prevailed amopg all age^- In other 
countries—in Britain, certainly—the entrance of a 
stranger is the ‘signal for all sorts of pranks and 
sly jokes, particularly in a boys’ school, and the 
chance^ are, some ..hardy youth will pelt him with 
p&per pellets, while the others are content with 
simply leering,at and quizzing him. Here, on the 
contrary, my entrance did net call a single eye from 
the book,*or if it did fall on me for a moment, it was 
only to resume its place tK<3 instant after. 

Does this state of things result from a natural 

docility of character, or from the excellent system 

of discipline piirsiied ? T put the <piostion to Miss 

Baldwin, who attributed much of the order .^and 

propriety 1 was admiring to the former of these 

cause's. She assured mo, that so easy was the task 

of reducing her young flock to habits of attention 

* 

and subordination, that her situation, far from 
being an irksome one, was the most delightful she 
could desire. No means of punishment are re¬ 
sorted to, except that of putting the offender in a 
corn«Kr*.for a few minutes, and even this lenient 
measure is rarely necessary. She spoke also in 

4 

high, terms of the quickness of the children—their 
^Upceding aptitude to loam, and eagerness to 
'conae to school. They arc all, or nearly all, of the 
poorest class. Nothing is paid, and no contro^ is 
exercised except in-doors; and yet the number of 
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truants is but trifling. The school is constructed 

• • 

to contain 700, but thoi average daily attendance 
does not exceed 500. Of course, » great propor¬ 
tion of the remaining 200, bein^ tlie children of 
the indigent, are often Employed in aiding their 
parents to procure the means of support; and caA- 
not therefore be looked upon sSk truants. Seven 
years have hardly elapsed since* the school was first 
established, and yet there are now clfildren in 
daily attendance, whose^»mothers had been pupils 
in the same place. This certainly does not indi¬ 
cate an indifference on the part of the poor to the 
education of their offspring. On the contrary, in 
proportion as instruction is diffused, so will the 
appetite for knowledge increase. , ^ 

It is in such an institution as the admirable one 
of Mr Hill, that I would come to study the Greek 
charactt>r. The traveller who pa.s.ses through the 
country, come.s in contact only with, ?non whoso 
“ bon uaturel” lias been pervci'ted by ignorance, 
hardened by misfortunes, or d(*gradod hy a barba¬ 
rous i-ule: hence, thiugli the fount be pur? •and 
transparent, the stream in its course has become 
polluted and foul,»through*a combination of'causes 
no longer existing. The sullen and bigoted Turk 
is for ever fxpelled from this fair territory, and 
Greece is now admitted into the European famUy. 
Let the govoriiment only do its duty by dismissing 
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the foreign soldiery, extending the political privi- 

I < 

legos of its subjects, and, above all, by diligently 
applying itself “to the promotion of education, and 
the extension of» knowledge, and I have no doubt, 
that, with so goodly a i’oundation to build upon, 
the Clro('k poo])le in another gemoration, may bo 
made to rank w'lth any nation in Europe in the 
arts of civilizatioti and the moral virtues. Even as 
they now are, I have not discovered the deceit, 
and lying, and cunning, HJvhich it is the fashion 
among travcllei’s to ascribe to the Cl reeks. I find 
them a cheerful, lively, and intelligent people; and 
a.s for tlnur ^iiiaAory, J have often been worst; 
cheated in my own country. The Avorst feature in 
their character is superstition. Their religion 
appears to have even more mummery than the 
Catholic, and the grossest super,stitioji influences 
their private actions and feelings. If a horse fall 
sick, tin; ovmer Avalks him throe times round the 
Temple of Tho.sous, as an infallible cure ; and there 
is an ancient marble column overlooking the olive 
grofte; the shaft of Avhich io alAV'a3's covered Avith 
shreds and patches placed there as amulets by tho 
fricrids of tho s’ck. Buff all this 'is the effect of ig¬ 
norance. Enlighten the mind, and superstition 
will fall to the ground. In proof ®f this, Miss 
Baldwin told nie that the young girls, generally 
twenty in number, who are brought up in Mr Hill's 
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family, in propoi’tion as they advance in knowledge, 
and their minds arc opened to the full value of the 
Scriptures, lay aside many of tht formalities of 
.their religion, without any reasoning or remon¬ 
strance on the* part of fheir U'^ichcrs, but^ wholly 
from a conviction of their worthlessness. So will 
it bo with the inas.s of the natron,,when they ai*e 
tau£fht to know and bi'licvc, t hat true reliijion con- 

•>—' 'Cl 

sist.s, not in the obsei’vance of .'in idle*and cold 
ceremonial, but in the/aspirations of a contrite 
heart, and an abWing sense of tlie Sa\iour',s [uv- 
soJice. 

'Fhe last apartment 1 visited wltn o<*cupied l>y 
about a hundred boys of various 4 ge.s—all busy 
with th('ir lessons under the Huperiiit* udence of t\v> 
male teachers. Here the sanm order and deco¬ 
rum prevailed as among the girls. At thr<'e 
o’clock the whole school was dismissed for tlyi day, 

the hours of attendance i>eing from n»n' till three. 

• • 

1 stood at the outer-door admiring the ([ui(^t and 
orderly manner in which tlnj numcrou.*^ (lock filetl 
into the court; l)ut I •vas especially iiitcrested'aMd 
amused by the grave and becoming tlemeanour of 

^ ^ t 

the infant class, ^'Mlich m;ft’chcd out in rloublc-Tine, 
keeping time witli the feet, and clap])ing their little 
hands. On Jirriving at tlie dooi-, the boys^took off 
their caps to the monitresses, and the little girls 
dropped a curtsey.* I do not know when 1 have 
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been more gratified than by my visit to this most 

I f 

interesting academy; nortcan too much praise be 
bestowed on Mr and Mrs Hill, Avho arrived at 
Athens when tharo was but one roofed liouse in the 
ruined chaos. Heye they took up their abode, and 
by their united benevolence, and energy of cha¬ 
racter, comra^nccVl those labours, of which they 
now reap such abundant frui !:n. This is true phi¬ 
lanthropy, and i/des^ are the dcoas that pave the 
way to heaven. Let all qiissionaries do the like, 
and the land of the heathen, ’•instead of being 
choked with the rank woctls of superstition, will 
blossom with tfiio roses of faith. To itreach sermons 
to full-grown men, is to pi’oach to the winds. Be¬ 
gin at the beginning—fashion tho mind while it is 
young and plastic. Ijcave the aged to the errors 
of their fathers; but “ train up tho young and tho 
rising generation in the way in which they should 

go, and, when they are old, they will not depart 

( 

from it.” 

Ma?/ 18.*—Yesterday afternoon I rode round the 
environs with Sir Edwin Pearson. Horses arc al¬ 
ways to be found ready saddled near the palm tree; 

Near 'ibescus’s fane, yon solitary palm.’* 

By the way there is not a more pictuj;csque object 
in,. Athens than this said palm tree; a dozen such 
scattered over the town, would take much from th(5 
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monotony ofi its aspect*whcn viewed from a height 
or distance. Two draclimas (Is. 4d. English) is 
the charge for a ride of a couple of hours; for 
which moderate sum the stranger ifiay visit as often 
as ho pleases every remarkable ^lace and object in 
the vi(nnity of the city. We ^rode first to the 
classic eniiiieiices at the foot of the A cropolis, and, 
alighting from our horses, <jxamine<l the position of 
the various open assemblit's that were wont to be 
held in the days of the l^epiiblic's glory. What a 
multitude of interesting associations belong to that 
small space ! Ifcre is the “ Areopagus,” where the 
members of that august assembly held their open 
sittings, and from which St Paul boldly reproached 
the Athenians for their superstition* “ Vo men <4* 
Athens! I perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious; for «as I passed by and beheld youi’ 
devotions, I found an altar with this insoiiption, 
‘TO THE UNIvNOWN,OOl);’ whoTu therefore 
ye ignorantly worship, him declare 1 unto you.’’ 
The Pnyx, from whence Solon promutgated his 
laws—the IJema, on ^vtlich Demosthenes and Peri- 

9 

cles wore wont to haranguf; th^> eager citizens—and 
in a cave in the rock hard by, the prison where— 

“ Athens, thy wisest breathed his last”—all these 
are hero congregated. It is little wonder that 
Athens was so renowned for her orators, seeing that 
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they addressed their countrymen froinf a spot so full 

« 

of natural as well as historical inspiration. Even 
now, the scene is one of imposing beauty. What 
must it have been tke^i^ when the eye of the speaker 
fell ev'erywhero on monuments of art—temples and 
statues innumeraI,»lo, of which no traces now exist, 
and whoso excellence and grace of proportion suc¬ 
ceeding nations have in vain attempted to ap¬ 
proach—when the conquering fleets of Salamis 
were anchored behind ^lirn—and the victorious 

I 

armies of Marathon encamped in his front ? Some 

of the features still remain the same—the nioiiii- 

*\ 

tains, the s(ja, and the sky, continue Unchanged; 
but, alas! how few of the monuments of art have 
escaped the ilestroying tooth of time, and tlio more 
dosti’oying hand of man ! The Parthenon, indce‘d, 
is still here to attest the ancient glorirss of the City 
of Minerva; but the goddess herself, although for¬ 
merly three statues of h.)r existed in the Acropolis, 
has loft no visible trace of her once protecting mgis. 

After standing for some time on the Benia of 
Pemostlienos (a s«iuaro portion of naked rock, with 
four steps cut in its side), wo examined a second 
Benia, a little distance behind, and higher up the 
hill. From it the Pirecus, with the ^jgean and its 
islands, are distinctly seen ; so that Themistocles, 

I 

if this wen (as the learned suppose) his Boma, had 

» 

ample opportunities of rhetorical effect, for he had 
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only to looic round and point to tho scene of 
his victory—to “thy glorious gulf, unconquerod 
Salainis !*’ What is called the prison of Socrates, 
is a triple cavern dug in the fate of a perpendicular 
rock, between the Pnyx and hill* of the Musoum. I 
do not know that there is any^authority for the 
tradition; however, I climbed over tflie paling that 
closcis the ontranc(\ and believed myself in the iden- 
tical spot where the philosopher drank the fatal 
hemlock. Tt is now a sli6ep-pen ! From themonn- 
ineiit of Philopappus, we descended to tho back of 
the Acropolis, and examined the site of tho famous 
theatre which occiqiied the south-east slope at the 
foot of the rock. There is nothing to mark tho site 
of a theatre now visible, although,*if the mbbisli 
wei’(! clo;ir(‘d away, tho seat and semicircular form 
of their avrangor*font would bo exposed. Above 
the slope of the theatre is a large cavern Up tlu! 
rock, iimnediat(!|y over \j'hich stand "two marble 
columns, which formerly supported tripods dedi¬ 
cated to Bacchus by tho successful (JhoVagi. 

Wo continued oui^ ride up the banks of *thc 
Ilissus. Where now arc tljjii MusiC llissiades ^ 
Dead of thirst, no doubt I for the channel oTflis- 
sus is entirely dry. I dismounted to drink at the 
fountain of Callirrhoe, close by the river’s Jbed; but 
hero the frogs have usurped the place of the Musi!8; 
a number of these'nasty animals leaped into the 
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water, which I drank, nevertheless. My horse was 
not so classical, and took the opportunity of scam¬ 
pering up the hill in the direction of the Olympic 

Columns as fast'as he could gallop. My pursuit 

# • 

would have been vdin, had not a young Athenian, 
who was tending some cattle in the neighbourhood, 
sprang forward, and caught hold of the reins. Hav¬ 
ing lingered some time among the Olympic Pillars, 
we followed the course of the Ilyssus, and crossing 
its dry bed, rode to the Radium, where the Pana- 
thenaic games and horse and chariet racing were 
wont to bo hold. From the extremity of the eas¬ 
tern arm of the Stadium, the finest view of Athens 
and its vicinity is, I think, to be had. Riding 
K>und from the western side, the various objects 
gradually oijon upon the eye, till at length the be¬ 
holder, arrived at the extremity, secs at a single 
glanoo, every famous object excepting the Temple of 
Theseus wKich is concealed by ^lie Acropolis. 1 
have fro([Uontly been on this spot to watch the set¬ 
ting sun, l)ut have never seen him go <lown in his 
glory. Close to the Stadium, and separated only 

by the Ilyssus, is jvn English burying-place, con- 

• * • • • 

sisting of a portion of ground enclosed by a stone 

wall, without taste or embellishment. Why not 
plant a few cypresses in it ? Almost the only tenant 
it yet possesses ir a countryman, whose tomb T 
visited in company with Mr Hill. 
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Still follanring the bed of the river, we arrived 
at the site of the Lyceum—the famous abode of 
Aristotle and the Peripatetics. No place could 
have been better adapted^ to study and contempla¬ 
tion ; for, from the hollow on* cither side 'of the 
river, neither Athens, nor any ^of its remarkable 
objects, can be seen. There was n'othing to dis¬ 
tract the dreams of the sage, who might jjursue his 
meditations under the shade of majestic palm trees, 
and by the side of a meandering stream. To-day, 
alas! there are no trees, and the murmuring brook 
is a dry and sandy channel. ^ 

A little farther on, but removed from the Ilyssus, 
is the supposed site of the Cynosarges, where the 
Cynic philosophers held their schobl; and hard 
by, near the base of Lycabettus, the Athenian 
army encamped, •tifter descending Mount Ponte- 
licus, on its return from the glorious plains <A' Ma¬ 
rathon. , • 

It was now late, ami wo regained the town, pass¬ 
ing by the new palace of the King. I have seldom 

* 

.It was impossible to visit 
so many renowned places, and see so many fj^ ob¬ 
jects, without experiencing a more than ordinary ex¬ 
citement and pleasure. To me it was also a very 
profitable ritfo ; for I was indebted to the extensive 
classical knowledge of Sir E. P., and his accurate 
acquaintance with the topography ^of Athens, for 
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much information as to its past history>and present 
localities. Ho who has forgotten the studies of his 
youth, or who has never had the advantage of a 
classical education, necessarily loses much of the 
interest that attaches to visiting Cli’ecce. The 
great charm it possesses is not in the contempla¬ 
tion of her material beauties, but in the associa¬ 
tions connected with her ancient glorj. I envy the 
feelings of the learned Oxonian, as ho treads in the 
footsteps of sages, orator^ and heroes, whose words 
and actions are more familiar than the every-day 
evimts enacting at his elbow: but how few such 
find their way from the “ leisure of the academic 
grove,” to visit the theatre of events on wliich their 
thoughts so continually dwell ? For myself, I be¬ 
long to the category of those who learned Greek 
only to forget it. I cannot, tln'rolbre, boast of a 
high dogi’oo of enthusiasm ; nevertheless, enough 


remains in my memory tD shod a certain halo over 
the soil and the ruins of Attica. 

Drank tea with Sir E. P. ; and in the evening 
was asked by Mr Hill, (of whose active benevolence 
I have witnessed ma:iy examples) to visit the child 
of a Greek gentleman of some consiileration. He 
accompanied me to the house, where I met in con¬ 
sultation one; of the court physicians, a German, 

V 

and t<vo Greek medical men. The child was “ in 
articulo mortis,” from an acute affection of the 
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brain. Before entering, I had anticipated that 
the case was one of much urgency and danger, from 
the crowd of anxious relatives and friends of both 
sexes, that filled the paspgo; and every room of 
the house. This is, to say the least of it,*an ilj- 
judgod testimony of friendship^ Dr Whitmore, 
Otho’s physician, detailed the progress of the ma¬ 
lady in French, and the treatment that Jiad been 
followed. I’ho Latter was judicious and energetic ; 
but as the eyes of the pc^r child were fast fixing in 
death, T came away without recommending any¬ 
thing. This morning T learned tlu^ it had died 
in the course of the night. It was an only child, 
and the sole hope of its borcavtxl parents. 

May 20.—The French steamer fias not made 
its ai)pearance, and some doubts are entertained if 
it will come at alh My hop<!s are now fixed on an 
Austrian boat daily expected from Trieste, An its 
way to Coustai^inople. • Meanwhile time passes 
very agreeably. The more T see of Athens, the 

more I am charmed with its soft climate, and.in- 

. . • * . 

toresting associations. I have been many times on 

the Acropolis,—(all the detaHs of which ar^^now 
familiar to me), whore I enjoy the pleasure of 
sauntering and idling among the ruins without 
other object^ than that of communing with an- 
tiquity. 
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The day before yesterday I acconepanied Mr 
Hill to a monastery at the foot of Hymottus, about 
six miles from Athens. It is a lovely spot, and 
sufficiently removed from the haunts of men to be 
the retreat of a hermit or misanthrope. The little 
church stands in ^^a court overshadowed by vines 
and fig-trees—olives and myrtles. The monk was 
from hom^o, but wo regaled ourselves .vith a draught 
of cool and delicious water from a fountain built in 
the wall, and gushing from a ram’s head cut in 
marble. The suii was too hot for us to attempt 
reaching the s^ummit of Hymottus, but wo ascended 
a sufficient height to command a fine view of the 
city and surrounding country. I prefer looking on 
Athens from a nearer point of view—the total ab¬ 
sence of spire, or other prominent feature, gives to 
the town, when seen from a dystance, a meaner 
aspect than it even deserves. On the slope of the 
hill are scattered a few pines, nuilbciTy trees, and 
one firm Athenian poplar twelve feet in circumfe¬ 
rence. 1 saw no trees; but there were flowers in 
abundance: especially the “ stinking Arum^" which 
grow^ here in great, profusion and luxuriance. Well 
and appropriately is it named; for I think it would 
puzzle modern chemistry, advanced as is the 
science, to produce, by any combination of nau¬ 
seous substances, so horrible an odour as is 
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exhaled froi^ the beautiful flower of the Arum. I 
had never smelt it before, and never c(‘rtainly shall 
the memory of it pass from my nostrils. 

On our return to Athens, wp p^d a visit to Dr 
Rocser the chief court-physicia'i, to whom J was 
introduced by Mr Hill. I remained for some time 
talking on the medical statistics of Athens. About 
a year ago a monthly medical periodical, published 
in the Greek tongue*, was established. I saw some 
of the numbers at the ho ise of Dr Mavrocordato, 
a Greek physician who had been educated in 
Franee, and a gentleman of much professional zeal 
and intelligence. Dr M. is the oditdr and princi¬ 
pal conductor of the journal, and also Professor of 
Anatomj in tho New College, wliich^was foimally, 
opened by the King in person, on the 15th of this 
month Lectures in tho various departments of 
medieiiK* and science are now about to commence, 

and degrees in Medicine aro to be conferred after a 

• ' . . 

curriculum of five years. This is always an onward 
move, and will secure to Greece the benefit of prac¬ 
titioners of education,instead of the egregious 
charlatans who now exercise tho “ Divine art’" in 
tho land of Ilipi)c»cratcs. *The University is'Tdso 
to grant degrees in Divinity and Laws Of the 
newspaper-press, I have procured a few examples. 
One of the principal journals is printed m Greek 
VOL. II. • M 



ATHENS—POLITICS. 


138 ' 

and German>->another in (irreek and Ifrench. The 
politics of the latter are violent opposition, and the 
tone and language bold and fearless. Indeed, the 
press appears to be quite free in Greece. The 
bench is also independent. These are certainly two 

f 

of the pillars of a free government, and yet the 

r 

King is all-pcwerful, having no representative body 
to control him. There is, indeed, a Council of 

I 

State, but the nomination of the members rests 
* 

with the Crown. This soems a sufficiently anoma¬ 
lous state of things, and one not likely to last long. 
The press being free, a constitution must inevitably 
follow. If Olho would only get rid of the Bavarian 
troops, and grant his subjects a constitution, he 
(Would becom»j one of the most popular monarchs 
in Europe. Even now I have never heard him 
spoken of by the Greeks in oth^r terms than of re¬ 
spect and attachment, as far as his person is con¬ 
cerned ; but though an amiable and well-intentioned 
young man, ho has not sufficient energy and firm¬ 
ness of ciiaracter to shake off the German dicta¬ 
tion. The dismissal of the late prime-minister 
Count Armansberg^ was a step fraught with evil 
consequences for unhappy Greece. His Majesty is 
now aware of this; but the deed, which originated 
at Munich, is done, and time must developo the 
I'osults of his successor's administration;—from all 
I can learn, no good is likely to come from it. 
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I rose thU morning at* five o’clock, by appointment 
with Dr Roeser, who was to call, and ride with me 
to examine a saline spring he has discovered near 
Phalerum, and to visit some martdies in the same 
vicinity, which he has in* cont^plation to • drain. 
But the Doctor, though a most learned and bene¬ 
volent man, is occasionally obIiviou8*of his engage¬ 
ments, when not of a professional character, and, 
accordingly, he did not make his appearance. My 
horse being at the door, A rode to the Olive Drove, 
and traversed in* various directions the portion 
supposed to have been the famous Academy where 
Plato composed his dialogues, and faught philoso¬ 
phy. The exact site is not known; but in order to 
make sure of treading in the footsteps of the sago, 
I traversed the grove in every direction. No tree 
is so tenacious of life as the olive. When the 
branches decay, or cease to bear, the trunk cut 
across a few feet from the ground, and a now set 
of shoots springs up. I saw many in my ride this 
morning, as old, I verily believe, as the Philosopher 
himself: some in particular where the thmks Were 
hollowed out to more shells, supported chiefly by 
the bark, and yet sending forth numerou8''ttnd 
vigorous shoots. In the intervals among the trees, 
there occur frequent patches of barley and vines: 
the former is now almost ripe. Outside tlie grove, 
where there is no impediment to the full effect of 
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the sun, several fields of parley have jboen already 
out:—^this speaks much Tor the mildness of the 
Athenian climate. In the course of my ride, which 
I prolonged to seweral hours, I had the pleasure of 
leaping my horse ^[nany times over the Cc{)his8U8. 
Aptly, indeed, has Byron called it the “ meek 
Gephissus«it is a mere ditch, full of frogs and 
stagnant water. On my way home, I passed a 
Greek priest perched on the top of a load of grass, 
which he had cut in thowood for his horse: the 

a 

animal was now carrying home its own breakfast, 
and his reverence on the top of it. The other 
evening I saw another holy man quietly sitting on 
the ground, and holding the tether of his horse, to 
let him eat the grass skirting the corn-fields. The 
Apostles could not have been more primitive in 
their manners. In the afternoon I returned on 
foot ^ith Sir E. P. to the Academy, in whose soft 
and shady* retirement we sauntered away many 
hours—each returning to the town with an olive 
stick of hfa own cutting, as a souvenir of old Plato, 

'May 23.—On my back all yesterday and to-day, 
from a sprained foot. While enjoying a ride in the 
olive wood on the evenifig of the 21 st, my eye spied 
a stick more to my mind than the one I had out 
the previous day. Descending from my horse, 
and.sommbling up the tree, I succeeded in.cut¬ 
ting through the stick ; but the branch which 
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supported me having given way, I fell from a height 
of about six feet, in suoh a way as to wrench my 
left ankle very severely. It was foObunate I had a 
horse, otherwise I could not have left the grove; 
and a bod on the grass, even on i|d classical a couch, 
would not have been agreeable. The constant ap* 
plication of cold cloths for two days has brought 
down the swelling, and to-morrow I hope to be on 
horseback again. • 

. Last Sunday I break^sted with Mr Hill,.. and 
accompanied him to a Sabbath-school for boys in a 
different part of the town. The boys went through 
their lessons with much apparent tMise; but, al¬ 
though a Testament was put into my hand, the 
enunciation was so prodigiously rapi(^ and the pro¬ 
nunciation so totally different from what I had 

been taught, that I could scarcely follow them. . I 

% 

afterwards went with the ladies of Mr Hill’s family 
to the principal school, where all the cljildren wore 
assembled before Mrs Hill, in Sunday garments, and 
in the act of singing a hymn previous to, dismissal. 
Tt was a sight full of beauty and harmony. * 

Yesterday a tremendous explosion of gunpowder 
shook the whole city—blemup^several houses,ddljed 
three persons, i-nd severely scorched several others. 
Two days pr^iously there was a slight shock of an 
earthquake. I have been employed dufing my 
confinement with “ Wordsworth’s Athens and At- 
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tioa,'* a most admirable work—clear, classical, and 
concise. Mr Hill had the kindness to send it me. 
I regret much Wt having seen it sooner. 

May 24.—Th^j Austrian steamboat arrived this 
forenoon, and sails. to-m6rrow morning for Smyrna 
and Constantinople, touching at the island of Scyra. 
This is preciijely* what 1 desire. Now that the 
hour of departure is near, I fetl loath to quit 
Athens. * It is a city possessing many charms; 
for ip spite of the efforts time and barbarism to 
destroy, there remains yet much to interest even 
the common-place traveller like myself. To-day, 
accompanied cby Dr Roeser, I took a farewell ride 
round the environs. We visited also the Iloyal Sta¬ 
bles, a fine rai^ge of building, and infinitely more like 
a king’s palace than the one now occupied by the 
Court. There were about thirty horses—the name 
of each written in large letters at the head of the 
stall. I oljserved a Romulus—Remus—Caesar— 
and also a Mehemot Xli, and'’Ibrahim. These 
last, 1 tho}Aght, signal proofs of royal forgiveness ; 
but jprobably they might hgYO been presented by 
the name-fathers. In one wing of the building is 
thq4eing’s pharmacy! ^ Dr Roeser introduced mo to 
Mr Landerer, the Pharmaoien en chef,” a most 
intelligent active young German, wit^ whom 1 had 
a, Imig' * conversation in French. Although .only 
Ubtee years in Greece, ho has made himself so 
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thoroughly master of the language, as to give pub¬ 
lic lectures on materia laedioa and chemistry. I 
have no objections to the number of dermans, such 
as llocser and Landerey, that the ^ing may have in 
his service. The former of thes^ gentlemen, from 
his position at court, is naturally at the head o& 
the profession at Athens; a pOlsition which his 
zeal, and learning, and benevolence of character, 
eminently entitle him to occupy. I havo seldom 
met with a man uniting l^ese qualities in a higher 
degree than Boeser. His time, 1 am told his purse 
also, is always at the service of the poor, whom he 
never refuses to visit at their homes, «and to whom 
he also gives medicine and advice at his own house. 
T have seldom paid him a visit without finding him 
engaged in these labours of love. 

Had an invitation to dine with Sir E. Lyons 
to-morrow, but as the vessel sails Rt seven, I am 
under the necessity of declining his J^xcellenoy's 
civility. ' * 

On board the “ Arch-Duke —Smyrna 

Eoadsy May ^.—Sailqd from the Pirsaus at mid¬ 
night on the 25th. New and comfortable boat— 
built in London^v-enginears^ 1both English-«^m- 
mander an iikistrian. Fare to Constantinople 


twenty-one GJprman dollars; living a dollar a-day 
extra. Eight or nine passengers—two Englishmen, 
besides Sir E. P. andjnyself. One, a German Baron, 
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A. D. 0. of King Otho, who has been^ suffering for 
eighteen months from quartan ague, and is re¬ 
turning to BaVaria for change of air. He was re¬ 
commended to n^y professional care by Sir Edward 
Lyons, and likewise by Roeser, who came (fti board 
ivith him. Yesterday was his fever day,—paroxysm 
came at the ysudl hour, one p. m., in spite of five 
grain doses of quinine frequently repeated before 
tho hour of attack, which was milder, however, 
than usual. The Baron a most patient sufferer, 
even to stoicism; and came on* board without a 
particle of medicine, and without a servant to look 
after him. The spleen is the diseased organ. For¬ 
tunately Sir E. P. is rich in quinine. 

We anchored in tho harbour of 
A. M., yesterday, having passed at daylight within 
two miles of the promontory of Sunium, famous as 
the scene of Falconer’s Shipwreck, and for the 
beautiful l)pric columns of tho Temple of Minerva. 
Scyra is a fine large flourishing^town, the largest 
probably iv Greece, and owes its rise to tho destruc¬ 
tion of Scio and Ipsara duriqg tho revolution. The 
merchants who escaped the massacre of the Turks, 
haYMig fled to Scyra and settlod there, tho town 
has grown up with mushroom rapidily. 

We remained all day taking cools on board, 
.^fber bi^eakfast I went ashore to visit the mission¬ 
ary schools:—these, and a gaudy Greek Church, 


Scyra at nine 



MISSIONARY SCHOOL. > t4S 

being the chief objects of interest in the ishuuL Mr 
Hill had provided mo witti mtrodttotions to Messrs 
Robertson and Hillner,—^tho one ^n American, 
the other a Prussian missionary |n tho service of 
England. Mr R. is chiefly ocisupied in superin¬ 
tending a Greek religious press. Mr HUlner’s es* 
tablishment is on a great scale,-i*-larger oven than 
Mr Hill’s school at Athens, and under the same 
admirable discipline. It was a beautiful spectacle, 
and 1 was proud to see |uch an institution under 
the auspices of my country. 

Dined on shore in a wretched Greek inn; but, 
novei'theless, the best in the island. • 

This morning we skirted the fine island of Scio, 
which, before tho revolution, was a i^erfect garden 
of Eden, but is now a scene of desolation and waste. 
The hand of tho spoiler has been there:—its women 
and children were butchered; and withered is its 
lovelino‘'S! At five P. M., wo anchored, in Smyrna 
Roads. Tho plaghe is raging with frightful morta¬ 
lity in the town, and hundreds are dying daily. 
All tho European inhabitants, and many of ^he 
Turks, are keeping themselves in strict quarantine, 
in spite of the Meslom doetrihe of predestiuolion. 
The Austriank^onsul came on board; but none of 
the passengers were allowed to go on sliore. I am 
disappointed with the situation of Smyrna, having 
heard so much of its beauties. The town is a vast 
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assBinblage of common-place houses, situated on the 
slope of a barren hill, topped by a castle, and 
flanked by ext^sive groves of the mournful cypress, 
which indicate ^he site of the burying grounds. 
There are few mosques‘of any note. Taking in 
•oals will detain us till to-morrow evening. 

8ea of Marmotft^ May 20.—Sailed from Smyrna 
at five P. M. yesterday. It was our King’s Birth¬ 
day, and a salute was fired by all the men-of-war 
in harbour, in honour of^ the day. The English 
passengers drank his Majesty's health in a bumper 
of Burgundy. No true Briton should neglect this 
token of loyalty to his sovereign,—especially in 
foreign ports,—it is a feeling apart from politics, 
and ought to be the boast of every Englishman. 

Emerging from the gulf, we skirted along a fine 
range of wooded mountains. At midnight I was 
suddenly seized with violent sickness,—rather an 
ominous symptom on quitting Smyrna. I had no 
apprehension of plague myself; 'but was in great 
fear lest should have been overheard. Fortu- 
natnely I had a cabin to mys^f, and all were asleep. 
Sickness lasted for half an hour,—went to bed— 
8le^t»<<3J^d awoke \.eli. « . 

After breakfast to-day, skirted th^ Asiatic coast, 
sailing between the isle of Tenedos aqd main land. 
Hadv'dUtinotviewof the ground “ ubi Troja fuit,’’ 
OQ. BRtBnsive sloping plain, ,with on abundant 



SEA OP MARUOBA. 


• 147 


sprinkling of wood, and here and there some little 
round hills, or rather hillocks, and Mount Ida in the 
background. Shortly after we ente/ed the Darda¬ 
nelles. Two castles guard the fir^t entrance; two 
guard the second: the latter ia> the real ke^, the 
strait being here not above a mile across. Passed 
near enough to see some of the hil]ge /pins for heav¬ 
ing stone-shot,—such as the granite balls dis¬ 
charged against Duckworth's squadron. The banks 
on the Asiatic side are t^e finest; but too distant 
to bo seen in detail. The current runs strong down 
the strait where Byron swam across; and appeared 
to mo to set rather from the European shore,—its 
straight course being turned by a small bay which 
receives the stream above. Pity B^ron had not 
swam from both shores. I doubt if ho could have 
succeeded from the Asiatic side. 1 am now in the 
Sea of Marmora:—waters as smooth as a mill-pond, 
—so have they been all the way fron^ Athens:— 
delightful sailing truly ! *We shall be at Constan¬ 
tinople (>arly to-morrow morning, after^only sixty 
hours of steaming frou) the Pireeus. Gneat are ihe 
blessings of steam; but in proportion as it facili¬ 
tates travelling, so does it;tal^ from the oppc^u- 
nities of kuo\^ing a people. No man will hire a 
boat, or ridp along shore with a Tartar, who 
can. travel by steam; hence, he flies al<Xng, and 
loses much of thcs character of the peasantry 
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and seafaring race. The Baron’s fever should have 
come at one p. m., to-day.* 1 began the quinine at 
five A. M., and'followed it up every two hours, till 
noon, and he esqap^. Probably the sea air may 
have been the best physfe. Living on boafd is ex¬ 
cellent ; and there is a well selected library of 
English, Freuphj^lorman, and Italian books. 

Pera .»—Hotel dl'Ewope, Mat/ 30.— Wo entered 
the mouth of the Bosphoi^is a little after seven this 
morning; was on deck at six*, lovely morning. 
Approach to Ottoman capital superb:—mosques 
and gilded milharcts—groves of cypress—Castle of 
Seven Towers—Seraglio—Bosphorus w ith its ship¬ 
ping—Turkis^^ meii-of-war at anchor—caiques in¬ 
numerable skimming in every direction—Scutari 
on eastern shore—Prince’s Island, and behind it 
snow-capped Olympus. 

Landed ait eight, and walked to Pera—Euro})oan 
quarter. Put up hero,—a dirty ittul iiulifferent ho¬ 
tel, or inn,rather, kept by a Frank ; eunning-look- 
ingrfollow, and has a smattering of every language. 
I pay thirty-five piastres a-day for bed, breakfast. 
anci*d!hmer. At present the pound Sterling is 120 
piastres, usually only a hundred. Fi/st thing I saw 
from the window was the funeral of a Greek; de¬ 
ceased 'fibme ip an open litter; face exposed, fea¬ 
tures ghastly and collapsed, as if from a lingering 
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death ; hands also bare, and crossed over chest; a 
few men in front singing.* Sinister commencement, 
—but plague is nearly over; but thd alarm has not 
yet subsided, for breakfast and dyiner were served 
without a table-cloth. Ih the streets, the Euro¬ 
peans all carry sticks, and give a wide berth, and 
sometimes a punch in the ribs, t</thg Turks. Two 
or three men wore cloaks of oiled silk. 

After breakfast rode with Sir E. P. to explore tho 
town. Each horse a dol|p.r a-day, whether for one 
huu or for ten. Obliged also to take an attendant 
on horsel). b,—gross imposition. No donkies here 
as ill Ejl;^ |jt. Streets of Pera most horribly paved: 
difficult tr walk, and dangerous to ride over. Hugo 
round stoin’s scattered about, as if cjfopped from a 
cloud,—rcmiinl mo of the stony bed of a forsaken 
river. Rode through a burying-ground loading 
down to the Rosphorus,—of great extent,—planted 
thick with the cyi)ress. Turbans of pvery shape 
and sort cut on tombstones; these indicate the 
rank and calling of tho deceased. Hogrid stench 
passed over us,—like blast from a chamol-houso ; 
lasted but for an instant. Know not whence it 
came; probably it* passed pvet some human belies 
dug up by thi| dogs. It felt as if charged with a 
pestilence. jDrossed the “ Golden Horn” by a < 
wooden bridge that unites Pera to Staifiboul,~ 
a substantial and ev<jn comely structure; and can be 
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opened in centre, to let ships of war^ pass to and 
from the arsenal. Proceeded through the bazaars, 
with no objbci^ but to look around us. 

Returned at (yie o'clock, to see the Dancing Der¬ 
vishes, this being the da/of worship. Extradrdinary 
kpectacle! Beautiful little mosque, with garden and 
shrubbery; interior clean and elegant,—^boots off at 
door, and entered. Five minutes afterwards the 
Dervishes came in,—twenty-two in number,-—sallow, 
sickly, middle-aged men, G^me of them with wild and 
excited expression, as if eaters, ol smokers of opium, 
all dressed alike in grey conical hat, without brim, 
grey robe, anfi petticoat. Each, on entering, made 
a profound obeisance to the chief, a venerable-look¬ 
ing old man squatted on the floor. Now commenced 
the ceremony,—they first walked throe times with 
solemn step round the circle, then made divers ge¬ 
nuflections and prostrations,—presently off cloaks, 

# 

and away whirling and pirouetting,—round and 
round they went, with the rapidity and steadiness 
of a spinning top,—both arms extended at right 
angles to the trunk,—petticoats inflated like so 
many parachutes. The order and regularity were 
renmlkable,—^not the smallest confusion or collision. 
Astonishing the length of time theyiiikept whirling; 


some looked dreadfully exhausted, JSut none fell 
dowm ^A.fter ^ihning for twenty minutes, they 
stopped to repose,—then at it again. Extraordi- 
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nary incredij^le perfonmnoe! And yet it was not 
one to provoke laughter t on the contrary, the ut¬ 
most decorum and even solemnity prevailed among 
the spectators. After all, it ^ lyot a more ridicu¬ 
lous ceremony than that* of tlte Shakers the 
United States. Have frequently seen them at 
worship at the village of New ^Lebanon, in the 
State of New York. They dance instead of twirl¬ 
ing ; but the Shakers are patterns of industry, so- 
* briety, and honesty. 'Jheir village of Lebanon 
may challenge theVorld for beauty and cleanliness. 
Dervishes, on the other hand, are the most aban¬ 
doned of men, or have the reputation^f being such. 

After the service, returned to Constantinople. 
Visited the Hippodrome, bounded^ on one sid(; 
by the huge mosque of Sultan Achmed, which 
has six minarets, but no elegance of architecture. 
There is an obelisk here, small and insignificant 
after what I had seen at Thebes, but Lgazed on it 
with delight, for it reminded me of Egypt, and the 
bountiful Nile. Here, also, is the famous bronze 
column, formed of three serpents twined togethbr, 

brought from Delphi, where it once supported a 

% 

golden tripod, dedicated Up Bacchus by the G^e^!ks, 
in honour of tlie defeat of the Persians. The head 
is broken offr In a barrack-room opposite the 
mosque, 10,000 of the Janizaries wore massacred. A 
regiment of infantry was manoeuvring in the square, 
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dreiMed^m the Eu^pean style 
Boi^ ykezt tg titro aQcicRat cistems, built by the 
^pitoeh; Empexhts; one is an immense subterranean 

suppcq^ by a wilderness of pUlares and 
iKDwi^abited by a set ot silk-spinners, m^gre and 
Inekly race—^no wonder, from the damp and con¬ 
fined air they bfeathe. Saw in our ride a great 
number of public fountains, the Sibeels of Cairo 
Hmre thby are more numerous and elegant,—small 
round buildings, with projecting roofs, gilt all over, 
and gaily ornamented, and rich in inscriptions from 
the Koran; drinking cups are chained inside, and 
handed throiigh a grating These are pretty and 
useful charities,—the endowment of Sultans and 
pious Mosleips, steps lead to each, where the 
thirsty may drink, the weary repose. 

There are thousands of dogs in^the streets of Con¬ 
stantinople, lean and hungry, and covered with 
mange; many of them blind, with broken legs, loath¬ 
some ulcers, and leaner than starfation,—^living ana¬ 
tomies; “ BO eye hath seen such scare-crows.” They 
haVe no masters, subsist upon oifal, or the precarious 
eharitj' individuals^' It is diffieult to avoid tramp¬ 
ling 5n them, being* toe weak, or weary of life, to 
be at the trouble to get out of th^ way—^predes- 
tinariaus as well as the Turks * The horses ap¬ 
pear sthdioiii <uot to hurt them. Saw abo>e a 
hnndired aU collected rennd .the entrance of the 
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Seraskier^s piUace, like ^ilHgty tll9 

distribution of their sad dj^eetaole! 1^ 

the Sultan would issue a firman to Wte them Ikfi 
put to death, he would desersp yell of humsial^. 

A 

Saw three great gaunt pups, th(dr meagre ilha 
most protruding through their sides, standing 
der their mother, and draining her •of her scanty 
milk. They are bom in the streets, live in tibe 
stioets, and die in the streets, without having ever 
' seen the inside of a hottsofc Hydr6|diobia ought to 
bo rife here, but the disease is scarcely known in 
Cairo, and is probably as rare in Constantinople. 

Met hundreds of Turkish women 4inffling along 
in yellow boots and slippers, droll figures, ear* 
tainly. They are veiled quite differently fironlf lihg 
Arab women, who wear a thin triangular vril Of 
black gauze, depending from the eyes over the 
whole face. Hero, the brow, ohin, and moutl^ tne 
concealed by ample folds of white msslhi-^nose, 
eyes, and cheekbones, being osmosed. Am strucdc 
by the fair complexion of the Turkjsh’woinel}*^^ 
they all use rouge, whi<fii, contrasted witfi the white 
muslin and fair skin, gives them an unnatural and 
hectic appearapce.* Home* to dinner at six, afMr 
a very interestibg day. 

i 

Jlme l.--**In the house till two o'olooky~H^raibeii 
ankle annoying me. "Went to SeragKo Harden trith 
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Sir E, P., oroaaing the Golden Horn jn a caique— 
beautiful style of boat, shaped like a oanoe, taper¬ 
ing at the stem to a point as fine as that of a mar- 
liu spike: hund^ed^ ply for hire on the Bosphorus. 
Somc^ caution is ibquire& in stepping in add out— 
*aIso in the stodrage of the passengers. The Turks 
squat down in tlie bottom, so must every one who 
values his life, or a dry skin, if there be the least 
agitatioh on the water; when very calm, one may 
sit on the after-deck. Strangers are not allowed 
to walk in the Seraglio Gardenia; but the promise 
of a “buckshish” to the officer on guard at the 
gate, admitt&d us. He accompanied us himself—a 
civil good-looking man, although his heels were out 
jof his stockings. Liked the gardens much—of 
great extent—^full of fine timber—ash, elm, fir, 
cypress, and fig—woods of Guropp and Asia blended 
together. A number of buildings. Pavilion, Kiosk 
Palace, &«. are scattered through the grounds, 
which are much less artificial th^ those of Shoubra, 


here nature has some chance, and is not spoilt by 
tdb many gardeners. There were clumps of nettles 
and thistles in full and undisturbed luxuriance, and 
whicli pleased and arfested nty eje. No women 
to be seen, of course; but many gazelles sported 


aromuj^rrrlovely creatures—all elegafece and grace, 
bud lii^ut the timidity of freedom. Passed under 


Sublime Porte:*’ this i8*a misnomer; “ Lucus 
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a non luoendo"—subliqie only in name; guarded 
by two iEthiops. 

We were above an hour in walking round the 
gardens. The officer touched a»dgllar very sweetly, 
begging, in a whisper, it might Wt be mentioned. 
The Seraglio, seen from a height, is the finest ob¬ 
ject in Gonstantinoplo; nor does it ^disappoint on 
closer inspection. If its towers and dungeons could 
speak, what tales of horror could they not* unfold ! 

' but the days of wholesale and indiscriminate mas¬ 
sacre are on the decline in Turkey. 

June 2.—U ndcr the auspices of Mustapha (Jani- 
sary of the Consul) to the Mosque of Solimaniah. 
Toiled down hill to the Bosphorus^-up again on 
the opposite side—had almost foundered—nowhere 
in the world is wijilking more difficult or detestable 
than in the streets of Constantinople; it is, not 
walking, but jumping from stone to stone. Got 
admittance to the* Mosque for a consideration of 
thirty piastres, 5s. Interior fine and *iuiposiDg, 
though not equal to she hypsethral court of the 
Mosque of Sultan Hassan at Cairo. Floor matted— 
hundreds of little lamps sdspended at end oi l^g 
strings, also ta’fedry ornaments, and ostrich eggs; 
dome supported on four columns of red porphyry. 
Our'stay was but short, for Mustapha was ill at 
ease: there is'always the possibility of some un- 
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pleasant occurrence when, “ infidel 

a Turkish Temple. There was only one man at 

his devotions while we remained. From the Mosque 

we ascended the^Scraskier's Tower, some hundred 

and fifty steps or more. Hard woik to get up— 
« * 

worse to come down—ankle much swelled—view 
dazzling, gorgeous, bewildering Pity the eye docs 
not embrace the Euxino, as well as the Propontic. 
Men are stationed night and day here, to give 
notice of fires. These are of daily occurrence in 
Stamboul; and most of the hotfses being of wood, 
the safety of the town demands the earliest notice 
of danger, ft would be a blessing for humanity if 
the whole town were burnt down, and rebuilt on a 
better footing* Surely the plague migh^ be exter¬ 
minated from this fair city' but it must first pass 
from the dominion of the Mosleqi’—an event at no 
grea^ distance, I verily believe The (riant of the 
north advances with rapid stiide Ho has aheady 
been here with his fleets and armies. Thm^ as a 
Pro^tor-*-his next visit will be as Matter. 

iDesoendiug from the Tower, we visited a Lunatic 
Asylum, founded by Soliman, the builder of the 
Mbsque. The cells, fifteen or si^ictecya in number— 
and all occupied by men stricken of fiiod, are ranged 
round a nice clean couit. Was both surprised 
and plaaaod with the cleanliness of the establish- 
nMOt, as also with the good clothing hnd respectable 
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appearance ef the lunatkss, who must oridently have 
belonged to the better class of society. There were 
no furious maniacs, and few Avith the vacant gaze of 
idiocy. Had difficulty in believing that reason was 
not there. With exception of a strong iron* chain 
round the nock of each patient, there was nothing 
to offend the eye of humanity. The mad-house of 
Cairo was before me (“ horrosco roferens”). Hero 
there was nothing to make a man sad, but the sight 

I 

of his fellow-men bereft<>of reason—a melancholy 
one at all times—only rendered less so by the know¬ 
ledge that their personal comforts are attended to. 

Near the mad-house—a veiy appropriate vicinity 
—was formerly the range of cafes for the opium- 
eaters. ilhese no longer exist. Th?) Sultan came 
at the head of a party of labourers, and ordered 
them all to be • pulh'd down. His orders were 
obeyed, and the practice of opium eating is facing 
into disuse. May it not ^avo contributed to people 
the madhouse i In' the streets of Constantinople, 
one is not shocked by the multitudes of hlind that* 

• I 

are to be soon in Cairdl 

Wo next entered the bazaa^; it is very amusing 
to saunter Isisurely through this labyrinth '‘of * 
wealth. Herd' every thing in the world is to be 
had, from thd^ready-maJ^e cradle to the ready-made 
tomb! These are the two extremes of man's ne^ 
cessities; and all hi6 intermediate wants may here 
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be supplied. What phinder,for the Sc^^Jiian troops! 
and the day will assuredly come. It is idle to talk 
of the regeneration of Turkey; and it is devoutly to 
be hoped that E^gljuid will never be mad enough 
to go^o war, in oiAler to prop, or rather attempt to 
^rop, a falling dynasty. For myself, I firmly believe 
that the fiat ef the Almighty has gone forth, and 
that the Turkish Empire imist fall; indeed, it is al¬ 
ready fdlling, and with no measured movement. 
We may bully Russia, and accuse her of every' 
abomination, in the London preiSs, but she sees her 
way clearly; and when the pear is ripe, will put out 
her hand an<f pluck. And who will bo bold enough 
to snatch the pear from her grasp! Not England, 
I sincerely hepe; but she may secure 1^ pear for 
herself. I defy her to keep Constantinople out of 
the hands of Russia. Let her nq;!’ therefore hazard 
an attempt in which failure would be inglorious. 
Suppose England destro;^ed every ship in the Rus¬ 
sian navy, what then I Would that save Turkey 1 
. aasiqeedilfnot. For myself, I do not wonder that 
momt should look with eager eyes on Oonstanti- 
nnd really, conndering the acquisitions we 
made in the East,* England shquld be the last 
to cry out against him. * 

^ustapha is a great cl^acter in tite bazaar. He 
hailed b) all the merchants, and receives, 
no doubt, a fair per-centage on the grist he brings 



HOWLING DERVISHES. 


159 

to their Sir E. ,P. bought some beautiful 

amber mouth-pieoes; stools were brought us, and 
a chibouke and coffee presented, ^he Turks are 
very civil to purchasers. They a:^ said to be very 
honest, *too. I know, not if it be so, but our, mer¬ 
chant to-day took one-third loss than he asked, and' 
would probably have been contend with a half, had 
my friend been a better “ marchandeur.^' 

From the bazaar we hastened to Scutafi, to see 
* and hear the howling De'nrishes. Landed from the 
cajque near a neW* barrack of vast dimensions, and 
traversed the huge cypress grove. It is a forest 
rather than a grove, extending for miles and miles. 
An astonishing cemetery, being twenty times the size 
of any oif the European shore, hecax.se it is in the 
land of the prophet! It fills both eye and mind 
with gloom to gnzo upon it; tombstones planted in 
closer array than men on a chess-board.—Yet it is 
not a place for pious or poetical meditation. The 
secluded nook of a country-churchyard in Scotland 
would awaken far more interesting emotions. Here 
it were idle to speculate on the fate and fortunes of 
those who sleep under your feet. If any such me- 
ditations arise, th^ must Be on the not on 

the m<m—ovL the fate of whole nations, and not of 

Ik 

the solitary pilgrim. 

I 

Eoached the mosque just as the ceremony was 
oonunencing. What a ceromony it wfus! There 
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were about twenty worshippers, withcwit uniformity 
of dress, and of all ages * one was a soldier in regi¬ 
mentals—others were boatmen, &c. How they 
roared, and groaped, and trembled > such voices T 
nevoa before heard • they belonged not to earth, 
*but to the deepest depths of hell;—and then the 
movements of tfieir bodies—it was at fAem that T 
chiefly wondered—rapid as the lighining—not a 
general'agitation of the whole frame in one direc¬ 
tion, but an individual, vand as it were, distinct, 
action of each separate muscic. The voices 1 
could account for as the result of forcible expira¬ 
tion. and rcbistaneo to its escape by the vocal ap- 
parcatus; but the rapidity and individualism of the 
movement, puzzle me still. I almost believed my¬ 
self the dupe of my senses, and expected every mi¬ 
nute towards the close of the firgt act, to see their 
heads tumble on the ground;—one in particular, a 
youngster mot above thirteen, suri>as8ed all the 
others in the rapidity of his gyrations. The chiof 
called a halt before any of them sank exhausted. 
In the interval »ome patients wore introduced, ul¬ 
cerous and lame, to bo healed by his touch. 1 
Sliced Mustapha if he "'thought hofcould cure my 

sprain; but he gravely replied, that he would not 

» 

dispense his virtues to a Christian^ The second 
Act was a mere repetition of the first. We staid 
tin the end, and saw the woiishippers, dripping at 



BOSPHORUS—THERAPIA. 


161 


every pore^ rush to the open air, and hasten to 
refresh themselves by tlie all-powerful pipe. On 
the whole it was a most wonderful, although far 
from a pleasing ceremony. 

Jmie7 ‘—Went on the 3d to Thorapia, nine miles 
up the Bosphorus. Two small ^English steamers 
were in the habit of plying daily from Constanti¬ 
nople; but they are now prevented from.running: 
As they throw hundred^ of caiques out of employ, 
the boatmen thneatened to destroy them. The- 
rapia is a beautifully situated village, inhabited 
chiefly by the European Amb<assad'>rs, and Greek 
and Armenian merchants. The latter come doivn 
to business in the morning, and return in the even- 
ing. This was a fertile source of employment to 
the caiques, which tlie sti'amors entirely dried up ; 
but the boatmen demanded their suppression, and 
the Sultan acquiesced. Meantime thq matter rests 
“ sub judice.” 

Had the honour of dining, on the ,5tljj, with Lord 
Ponsonby, the BritisJj Ambassador. ^ The hot^l of 
th(‘ embassy in Constantinople, was burned by the 

fire which consumed nearly'the whole of Pera a 

* , ♦ . > 

few j ears agji; and his Excellency now lives in a 

wooden man don at Therapia. 

Yesterday, the Sultan arrived from a tour in the 
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Provinces. The thunder of cannon announced his 
approach:—he made his enliy at eleven A. M., but 
I did not see him. 

This evening I went on board* the French 
steam-boat for Mo^rseilles, the third of the new 
line,—a magnih/sent ship; but too splendidly fit¬ 
ted for comfort. • Her predecessor is now fast 

f 

on a sand-bank in the Gulf of Smyrna. While 
returning to the shore, the whole Turkish fleet 
fired a salute in honour of the safe arrival of the 
Sultan. It was a fine sight, and might have been 
a broadside at the battle of Navarino. Tremendous 
roar ! the oveuing was quite calm; the smoke con¬ 
cealed the ships entirely, except the masts and 
flags; and the joshes gleaming through the dense 
veil, reseml^iled lightning through a lurid cloud. 
The shores oi^the Posphorus, and all the minarets, 
were illuminated, producing a striking and pictu¬ 
resque effect^: looking down from Galata Hill, it 
was like a scene of enchan‘tmj.”t' The city is rife 
with rumours of conspiracies, and of arrests made 
in the Sultan’s absence:—mqny heads are said to 
have been rolled into the Bosphorus. But the 
str^ger has no means o^ ascertaining the truth of 
these rumours. True, there is a pj^blic jouriuil, 
the “ Monitour Ottoman,” in Tur^dsh iiml in 
French. ' 1 called at the office and purchased a 
number, which contained nothiqg but the most ful- 
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8ome praises of the magnanimity, &c. of the Sul¬ 
tan. The boat from tlie Danube came in to-day, 
and sails again on the 10th. I hitve determined 
to enter Christian Europe by th© Danube. How 
little did 1 calculate on lAich a Voyage on leaving 
Malta •' I now feel like a vessel bortie on the tide (tf 
events without compass or rudder* But why re¬ 
turn to ride a second long quarantine in a lazai'et, 
from whence I am only just escaped i The voyage 
to Vienna opens up a ne^ world. The (piarantine, 
moreover, at Orsova, on the Hungarian frontier, is 
only one of ton days; whereas, going from Constanti¬ 
nople to Malta, it is twenty-five, ^his is some¬ 
thing. My two friends, the Baron de Wlirsburg, 
and Sir E. P., both go up the Daiyibe, and I aii\ 
loath to part from them. From Vienna I can 
easily loach the Adriatic; and from thence, trans¬ 
port myself to any southern port T may select for 
the winter. Meantime I float on th<* current of 
destiny, laying no*p5Rflff1fbr the future, nor “ tak¬ 
ing thought of the morrow.” Circumstaucos which 
1 cannot foresee, must dc’termine my steps. K T 
must be an exile from my country for another year, 
I shall try a^d enjoy tho society of my fnen(];s, 
while in my pc^wer. 

« 

Jjine 9.—Wont with Mustapha to see the Sultsji 
go to prayers. The^ mosque js on the Asiatic side. 
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A regiment of soldiers was drawn up in double line 
for the passage of his Highness: got a good stand 
at the window a coffee-house, close to the line of 
procession. Wai^od about an hour; during which 
I amused myself ^ watching the solemn bearing 
of the i'urks in the cafe. There were about a dozen 
assembled, squatFod on the div.in,—absorbed in 
vacancy,—puffing out smoko, and sipjang coffee:— 
not one syllable was uttered: the low guggling of 
the narguil^, was the onlj^ sound that fell on the 
ear. The Turk desires no other or sweeter music. 


He is a human automaton, callous, indifferent, im¬ 
passible—an oriotionlesK lump of clay. Living—but 
without life. He has no imagination. His gravity 


is not the result of thought, but of mere “ vis in- 
erticB.” There is loss trouble in being gi’ave than 


gay. He hat uo appetite for knowledge*, and a 

« • 

contempt for all who have. Give him his pipe, his 
coffee, and his women, and he desires no more. 


His affections are not like'Tiivwj* ^f other men : he 


is a stranger to domestic bliss,—woman is bis slave, 
nott'his companion: used to. gratify the pleasures 
of sense, not to share the affections of the heart. 
But hcT hm no affections—his sou^ evaporates in to- 

r 

bacco smoke. I could conceive no greater anomaly 
on earth than to see a Turk dance ! And yet is he 
a well-made man Many profess to admire this 
imperturbable demeanour, calling it dignity, and 
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so forth. Yes, the sculptured marble has dig¬ 
nity ; but ^om living*man, we expect indications 
of life. For myself, I see notlKng to admire. 
Were it the indication of profound thought, of 
exalted virtue, or even* of enthusiastic faith, it 
might be commended; but as the fruit of igno¬ 
rance, bigotry, and sloth, it caiHs forth only pity. 
In other countries, the procession in state of the 
monarch or chief magistrate, excites an interest,—- 
here it excites none. If a man wish to have the dif¬ 
ference between #the Greek and Turkish charaqter 
exemplified, let him enter a coffee-room in Greece, 
and a coffee-room in Turkeyin tho one he will bo 
stunned with laughter and merriment; in the other 

ho will find the silence of the tomb. 

• • 

A movement among the troops announced the ap¬ 
proach of the Sultan. Some of his^taff preceded 
him on foot ;-^o followed on horseback, surround¬ 
ed by ministers and dignitaries, all walking by his 
side. His dress-.wasf^he common red cap, (here 
called “ fozz”), and a dark green military cloak. 
The attendants were^ all dressed in^ European fa¬ 
shion, except the rod cap. A Turk should locver 
adopt the EuropQ^n costiynef The same man who, 
in the turbay, and voluminous habiliments of the 
east, looks t^ be somebody, has the air, in a Frank • 
suit, of any thing but a gentleman. I hbd amj^le 
evidence of this to-jlay. The Pachas of the Sultan 
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appeared Kke butchers. But in this so-called re¬ 
form, some see the symptoms of repmeration! To 
me it is proof of the reverse,—a sign of decadence, 
nothing but decadence,—a confession of inferiority; 
but it is too lat*): the ■•confession comes at the 
ejevenih hour, a^id the “ owl has already begun to 
sing her night-watch from the towers” of the 
Seraglio. The Sultan is a good looking-man, fifty or 
thereabouts,—-Jbeard black as jet,—dyed, no doubt : 
his expression was anxious and care-worn, and he 
locked hurriedly from side to side, as if apprehending 
some sudden danger. The rumours of conspiracies 
increase daily. «i Surely there must be “ something 
rotten in the state.” I heard to-day from a per¬ 


son likely to know, that above a hundred heads 
were thrown into the Bosphorus by the son-in-law 


of the Sultan, .during his absence ; but these things 

t 

are managed with wonderful composure and silence 
in Tifrkey. Having remained above half an hour 
at his devotions, he entered'barge of state—a 
carpet was^ spread for the sublime feet, and he 
wasoled by dignitaries to gilded couch. The 
bargemen—^twenty to twenty-four in number, and 
all dressed in fine wroUght muslin shirts, now took 
their places, and in five minutes, the,.shadow of a 
groat man had vanished from the viaw ! On the 
whole, it Svas a sonry sight, and had none of the 
richness of a European, or the, picturesque effect 
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of an oriental pageant; but was a mongrel-jumble of 
both. As for the troops, they were miserable fel¬ 
lows,—small in stature, and much barker than the 
European Turk—-reomited probably in the Eastern 
PashaKks. They would Aot be 4 breakfast for the 
hardy Bussians; but like FalstafV^s soldiers, they 
“ will fill a pit, as well as better.*' 

Returning to our caique, we rowed up the Bos¬ 
phorus to the valley of the “ Celestial*waters.” 

' If ere all the Turkish la<yes congregate on the Fri¬ 
days. The valley itself can boast of no particular 
beauty, but the scene 1 witnessed was the prettiest 
imaginable. From 400 to 500 Turkish ladies were 
ranged on the ground, under the shade of some 
lofty trees, skirting the shores of tjie noble Bos¬ 
phorus. They arrived in carriages drawn by a 
pair of bullocks, fantastically caparisoned, and 
tricked out in ribbons and tassels : some with look- 
ing-glasses covering the whole of tl)e foreliead. 
Nothing could be Viiare^roll than to see the lazy 
ox, sullenly chewing his cud, altoget^jer uncon- 

•4 

scious of the fair forms reflected from his bnow. 
Each carriage had an awning supported by hoops, 
under which jyere* squatted from six to ei^ht fe¬ 
males, dressed either altogether in white, or with 
green robes ewer a white underdress. 

They scrambled out of the vehicle b^ means 
of a ladder, and spending a little carpet, arran- 
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ged their cushions on the ground, and seated them- 

I ( 

selves for repose. Scarcely a word was spoken. 
There they sat^—silent as mutes—sprinkling rose¬ 
water—eating Ipllypop — smoking long amber¬ 
mouthed pipes, an^ sippiilg coffee. The male crea¬ 
tion held far aloof, neither looking at nor thinking of 
the fair sex. It wfes with some trepidation that we 
ventured to approach. One old dame reprimanded 
me sternly for^ring to advance and look at her; 
but the young had no objection to meet the eye of 
the Frank. I saw some soft anckbeautiful, but no 
sparkling eyes, and not unfrequontly the whole face 
was visible wLen they were eating. The mouth 
is the worst feature in the Turkish countenance. 


One young wopan, whom we all declared to be a 
goddess before she began to eat, descended to a 
mere common mortal when wo saw her mouth. 
But the women of Turkey are surely pretty ; 
at afl eventp, they have a very thorough-bred air. 
I saw some beautiful han^'^^ay, but the nose, 
from being alone exposed, has generally too pro¬ 
minent an aspect. . 

It is not to meet their friends and converse that 


th^y assemble; during the two .houi^s I remained, 
I observed no symptoms of friendly greeting. They 

come solely to sit, and smoke, and^ look; enjoy 

« 

their “ SCaef,” ik short—the earthly Elysium, of 
all true believers! Strange the difference of man- 
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ners and customs in this world ! What a clatter 
of tongues would have proceeded from an equally 
numerous conclave of European woihen! and how 
insipid would have been their dqliberations, with¬ 
out a plentiful sprinkling bf bearfx! Yet here, the 
approach of a man would be a high breach oi deco¬ 
rum. About five o’clock they 4>e^an to depart, 
gathering up their efiects, and slowly and noise¬ 
lessly regaining their carriages. The state of the 
parties might bo known^by the style of the equi¬ 
pages. Of theso/some were elaborately and richly 
carved, others handsomely gilded, and those of the 
highest class had a eunuch riding alongside. I left 
the valley exceedingly gratified by the sight; it 
was a pretty, an interesting, and a thoroughly na¬ 
tional one, and which no stranger could witness 
without being ^struck with the extreme propriety 
and oven lady-like deportment of the Turkish fair 
sex. 

Got back to Cuviui^tinople at six, and dined 
with Mr Cartwright. Steamer for tjjie Danube 
goes to-morrow. Shjill wait for thp boat oft the 
22d. Meantime, I am tired of Constantinople, and 
propose goiqg tojlherapia of Buykdoreh, t*> enjoy 
the solitudestheir romantic valleys. 

Buykdereh, June 12.—Came up here jitsterd^, 
intending to remaiq till the 22d. Have taken up 
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my abode in a small Greek inn. It is a delightful 
village, about two miles higher up the Bosphorus 
than Therapi^. The Russian, Austrian, and Prus¬ 
sian Ambassadors live here. Passed the forenoon 
in the “ Valley V)/ Rodes.’’^ A tiny brook flows 
through its bosem, beautifully wooded hills hem it in 
on each side, ^d a few patches of cultivation occur 
in its bed. A number of pine trees, giant walnuts 
laden with fruit, some fine oaks, elm, plane, hazel, 
fig and wild apple, vine, honeysuckle, and the 
weeping willow, grace its banks, o The day was di¬ 
vine, and the solitude enchanting. After the streets 
of Pera, it was paradise. Nature ruled supreme. 
Butterflies in thousands, of the gaudiest hue, flut¬ 
tered on every side. The song of the nightingale 
—the cooing of the turtle-dove—the whispering 
breath of Zephyr, rustling through the thick folihge 
—^the hum of the bee, searching out flowers from 
whence to ^draw the “ licpiid sweet”—^and the 
hoarse croaking of the fro ^^ tw l e discord to the ge¬ 
neral hanpony,—filled the air with melody, while 
to ^he Great Creator they poured forth a hymn of 
praise. I remained tfll evening, and departed with 
re^et? ' o ^ 

JwM 13.—Hired a caique and crol>8ed the Bos¬ 
phorus to the “ Valley of the Sultan.” The Turk¬ 
ish name is ** Unkiar Skelessi^” where the famous 
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treaty of tbe^name was si^ed. A large oxteot of 
green pasture occupies tfie embouchure of the val¬ 
ley ; as likewise a number of immenj^ plane-trees, 
from twenty to thirty feet in oirotpnference, many 
of the trunks hollowed intcf capacious caverns, and 
the principal boughs smitten by the thunderbolt, * 
or stricken with decay. A herd of cattle was 
grazing on the rich pasture, and half a dozen lazy 
Turks sat smoking their pipes in moody silence, 
Titterly regardless of the j^eauties before them. 1 
sauntered about half a mile up the valley, then 
ascended a hill of copse to the right, from whose 
top I had a fine view down the Bosphorus, although 
an intervening hill prevented my seeing the Black 
Sea. After a long search, 1 spied a young oak, 
straight and sturdy, which I cut down, and carried 
away as a souvenir of the Asiatic Bosphorus. 

On my return to the water, I eucoimtored two 
most lovely Greek damsels, the one a J^runette^ 
the other a blonde—endtiier above eighteen—ele¬ 
gantly dressed, and graceful as sylphs., 1 was 
standing looking into th# decayed trunk of a plar^- 
troe, when they came suddenly and unperceived 
on my solitud^ TJie instant *they saw m 0 ,*they 
wheeled about, and with the grace and fleetness of 
two young gawlles, rejoined their mammas, who 
were .some distance behind. But they sdbn re-^ 
tuined, and I had n( 2 W a full view of their faces. 
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^hat faces they were! and what eyes ! especially 
those of the blonde. I<^never saw such an expres¬ 
sion of meltmg softness in a human countenance ! 

They talked to ^each other in Greek, and the words 

(’ 

fell sweeter thanr honey from their lips. 4 had in- 

a 

L wardly resolved to address them in French, and 
more than once the words were on my tongue, but 
the severe aspect of the two old duennas, deterred 
me. From the use they made of their eyes, the 
damsels themselves would evidently have had no 
objections. It is probable we might not have made 
ourselves understood, but I was a fool for not ma¬ 
king the attempt. A Frenchman would have ac¬ 
costed them at once. I followed them at a little 
distance, an^ had many opportunities of beholding 
their radiant faces. At length they stepped into 
the caique; the tiny bark, with its virgin freight, 
pushed off into the pellucid flood, leaving me 


, “ Alone on sorrow’s dull shore,” 

—a prey to bitter self-u^iaidings, for not having 
offered to hand them into the caique. 

«I should like exceedingly to know who these 
damsels are. Their language proclaimed them 
Greeks, and their whole air evidently bespoke 


gentle lineage. One sees far more Greek women 
in Constantinople than in Atheni, and certainly 


^ the “ Fatfariotes''’ bear away the palm. of beauty. 
A man might travel from “. China to Peru,” and 
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not meet w^h two more elegant and beautiful 
maidens than those that* captivated me this fore¬ 
noon. And yet these damsels wilf be given in 
marriage probably to men whom, they may have 
never seen before the nuptial day! All Greek 
marriages are unions of “ convenanoe/' and decided* 
on without consulting the inclinafiops of the par¬ 
ties themselves. In spite of this to us cruel and 
unnatural state of things, their marriages nre said 
•to be generally well asqprted and happy. The 
Baron, who has seen a great deal of domestic so¬ 
ciety throughout Gfbcce, tolls mo that such is the 
^se ; that the wife devotes herself to*her husband, 
looks up to him with the greatest respect, waits 
upon him at dinner, brings him his |Ppo, and tha^ 
instances of conjugal infidelity are extremely rare. 

June 14.—I am now seated under a group o f the ^ 
largest plane trees in the world:—thoy»aro four in 
numbcr-^nearlyall unitedat thetrunks,and forming 
the large segment of a small circle. The external cir¬ 
cumference of the whole is tbirty-eigiit paces, a’hd 
the trunk of the largest is thirty-five feet. Almost 
all are hollowod out into cftpacious caverns, where 
many persons may shelter themselves, secure from 
sun, and rain, and elemental war. It is a most de¬ 
licious retreat; but I do not enjoy the shady reposa 
alone: eight or ten cows are iqy companions—some 
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standing close to my seat, scratohii^ themselves 
against the aged trunks :»>-other8 stretched on the 
ground, ohe\^g tu^ the cud of sweet or bitter 
fancy,” and two. of the number are standing before 
me in solemn vacuity, whisking their tails, and 
•shaking their tears, with not a thought in their 
heads save how to rid themselves of the flies that 
torment them. Stretching up thb valley is a large 
plain of green grass, gemmed Vith flowers, and 
fringed at its upper extremity by a row of olives; 
beyond which is a range of riohfy wooded hill. At 
a little distance on the right it an encampment of 
gypsies. Thvee small dingy tents are pitched oft 
the green lawn, at the doors of which men are ply¬ 
ing their handicraft. A number of broken pots 
and pans are ranged about:—clank, clank, goes the 
hummer on the anvil. It is the only sound I hear, 
and it teaches me, that the vocation of the gypsies 
of the east, -differeth not from that of their brethren 
of the west of Europe, luc females of the party 
are squalled in sunny idleness, at some distance 
from the tents, and five six shaggy and half- 
naked children, swarthy as the vEthlop, are frolick¬ 
ing in'the neighbourhood, in happy i^orance of the 
world and its cares. One of them has just come 
and asked for charity in the Arab tongue. He is 
^ wanderer lika myself, and I give him a piastre, 
with which he is now scampering off with delight. 
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Behind me is the noble Bosphorus-translucent, 
beautiful, an(f blue—rolHpg his never-ebbing tide 
from the bosom of the capCicious EusSne— 

“ Whose ic 7 current and compulsive course 
^’er feels retiring ebb,%at hol^s 
Due on to the Propontick and the Hellespont.’'* ^ 

Unlike all other arms of the sea, his course is ever 
the same, “ yesterday, to-day, tjjid for ever,”— 
typo of Him who traced out his channel aqd bade 
him to flow. Several vessels, and caiques without 
number, are floating on his cerulean wave:—there, 
the “ meteor-flag of England” on a merchantman— 
hurc the star and crescent of the Mosjpm from the 
inizen-peak of a line-of-battlc-ship. The day is hea¬ 
venly. How unspeakable is the luxury of such a 
retreat after the fllthy streets of Constantinople t * 
Escaping from that detestable town, I feel like the 
long-fettered prisoner who is admitted once more to 
taste the sweets of liberty. In all my experieriCST* 
1 have never been in a city possessing fewer attrac¬ 
tions for a prolonged residence than Constantinople; 
and yet, for external beauty and splendour, it raijiy 
challenge and defy tho world. But let the stranger, 
after surveying its cqngregal^id And wondrous beau¬ 
ties from the towers of the Seraskier or of Galata, 
descend from hJ^ pride of place, to seek for the de¬ 
tails the gorgeous panorama, and he flnds them 
not—ho is hemmed in on every side—^the horizon 
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bounded by v^alls of ricketty houses, having no ele¬ 
gance without, and no cohifort within,—and then 
what streets^he must Walk upon! what hills to 
toil up, and what odours to inhale! Constantinople 
with all its boast«>d beauties is a mere delusion:— 
/rom the towen of Calata it is all that the eye of 
man can desire^ The beliolder looks with eager 
and delighted gaze—at length he is fairly bewil- 
dered—rpresently, sated with beauty, he descends 
into the heart of the town, and finds himself trick¬ 
ed—fairly hoaxed:—he now fec^ls that his admira¬ 
tion was lavished not on a real picture; but that 
on the top of the tower he had indulged merely ^ 
an “ amabilis insania”—a mirage in the desert— 
a “ mentis gratissimus error.” 

The view of Constantinople is like the apples 
said to grow on the shores of the Dead Sea—all 

I 

fair, and blooming, and inviting without—within 
containing, only black and bitter ashes. Even the 
mosques and minarets, so striking from a distance, 
will not bear close inspection or analysis. The 
former fix the eye solely from their immense mass, 


forming land-marks amid the Wilderness of houses, 
liko itilands in a str^h. of ocean; but they have no 
architectural grace. The same may be said of the 
minarets—huge long white-washeiu poles of ma- 
sonry, lierminating in grey or gilded cones. T have 
narrowly examined the handsomest, but 1 looked 
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in vain for t]j|ie fanci04 Arabesque decorations that 
adorn those of the Egyptian capital. 1 still hold 
to the opinion, that the view from the citadel of 
Cairo is the finest I have eves seen—that is to say, 
it exhibits a picture, less dazzling I admit than the 
Turkish capital, but infinitely raoife satisfactory tt) 
the mind, and pleasing to the eye.* Throe ascents of 
the Towers of Constantinople satisfied me; whereas 
I have been ton times at least on the oitadel of 
Cairo. The chief pecuyarity which distinguishes 
Constantinople, i» the quantity of trees growing in 
the very heart of the town—the contrast of whose 
gfeen leaves with the brown-red Colour of the 
roofs, is at once remarkable and beautiful. But in 
winter, when the trees are shorn o^ their foliagq, 
half the beauty of the city will have disappeared. 
There is ccrtaiply one most majestic and enduring 
feature in the Bosphorus, not only from its^^)^ 
natural .and unadorned beauties, but from tbc 
thousands of vessels on its bosom:—from the tiny 
and swift canoe, to the thundering lina-of-battle- 
ship. Take away th«^ Bosphorus—^lc{ the seeHhon 
be winter, and the huge mosques and glittering 
minarets maj^ real* their hftads in vain. The only 
buildings wor|hy of a moment’s admiration are the 
sibeols, kiosks, and palaces of the Sultan. These are 
indeed beautiful—generally skirting the lAiores rtf 
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the Bosphorus—of no particular order of architec¬ 
ture, but so light, and fanciful, and aerial, that one 
might imagine them to have been erected by a 
band of fairies in, a single night. As for the seven 
hills on which thetoity i/f said to be built, have 
•ndeavoured inr vain to define them by *the eye. 
The silence thp>t'pervades this vast city, is a cir¬ 
cumstance that must strike every one. A carriage 
or cart, or even a horse, is hardly ever to be seen; 
neither are camels used here as beasts of burden: 

P I 

the climate first, and, secondlyf the pavement of 
the streets, would destroy them. It has often been 
matter of surprise to me how the immense popula¬ 
tion is supplied with the necessaries of life. Venice 
• with her canals and gondolas, is not more free from 
the ordinary din of a large city than the capital of 
Turkey. But although there are ^ few permanent 
attractions here, there is much to amuse and in- 
torest the t^*aveller for twelve or fourteen days. Ho 
has hourly before him a population, more motley, 
perhaps, than that of any other city in the world: 
—the solemn Turk—^the lively Greek—the smooth 
and Jesuit-like rmenian—the sharp-eyed Jew—the 
sturd/Tartar—the t^pot-faced and . woolly African 
—the tall and graceful Circassian, with his loose grey 
robe and shaggy cap—the slight, b^t active Arab 
^the Biiropean traveller—and, lastly, the indige¬ 
nous Franks. These are a miserable race. Pera 
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swarms witl^ihetn:—fellows without country, with¬ 
out charaoter^the very scum of the earth—de¬ 
spising the Turks, and d^pised by t^em in return 
—men who have escaped the gallows or the jail 
in then* own country, and have cendezvoused here, 
because they are free from all moraln’estraint. Suck 
is, I believe, the general charafit^ of this race. 
Exceptions, of course, many exceptions there are ; 
but these only strengthen the rule. • 

The Circassians come Jbere as panders to the sen¬ 
suality of the Tucks, bringing their daughters to 
dispose of as slaves and mistresses to the great. 
Anxious to see a woman of their coAntry, I called 
at the cafe where they congregate, but was told 
that the market was for the present ^mpty. , 
As for English society, it is, I believe, confined 
solely to a fe^British merchants; but having no 
introductions, 1 cannot speak as to its extent orjt^ 
tractions. The English traveller has «nly to pre¬ 
sent himself to Mr Cartwright, the Consul-Genei'al, 
even without recommendation, to be sura of a hos¬ 
pitable reception; so at least I found i{, and othbrs 
have found the same. But if the city itself possess 
few lasting attractions, it ifii not so with the*lovely 
and romantic solitudes of Therapia and Buykdereh. 

I know no transition more delightful than to pass 
from the crowded and confined streets of ^nstan-* 
tinople, to the free, and fragrwt, and bracing airs 
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of the valleys of the Bosphorus. It is,to me a posi¬ 
tive luxury to rise in the morning, and feel that the 
day is my own, to smok^^^y long pipe after break¬ 
fast, without the, fear before my eyes of Mustapha 
entering the room^ with nis rubicund face and grey 
beard, announolng that it is time to be off—to 
wander during the whole forenoon whithersoever 
the spirit prompteth—closing myself in a labyrinth 
of sweets, and, seeking my home with the declining 
sun. I know no greater liardship than that of rush¬ 
ing through a large city, having the eyes and senses 
dazzled and confused by a multiplicity of new ob¬ 
jects, and thc»^ears dinned by the tedious loquacity 
of a Cicerone. Xo do Mustapha justice, he is 
sparing of wqjrds, although rather tyrannical as to 
time. But the traveller must necessarily go through 
this ordeal:—then comes the pleasure, the sober 
pleasure of reflection—to linger in the place—to 
inhale its anoral atmosphere—to saunter about 
without other object than that of looking about— 
to enter t^e thoroughfares and bazaars, not intend¬ 
ing to buy, but merely to catch the hundred pecu¬ 
liarities, howev'^'r trifling, which distinguish a new 
people from one’s own, or from other ^nations—then 
to stray into the country, to examine its produc¬ 
tions, and to watch the peasant i^t his labours. 
JThis isVhat oemstitutes the real pleasure of .tra¬ 
velling, and not the boast o^ how many lions one 
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may have sj^in in a single day; but when I took 
post hero, the wind thak was but a gentle zephyr, 
is now increased to a gal^^and 1 proceed to explore 
the upper extremity of the valley. 

Eight P.M. —Had a long and» delightful walk to 
the aqueduct that traverses the head of the valley. 
It rests upon twenty arches; thh jirater flows in a 
roofed channel two feet broad, and six inches in 
depth. A number of tributary valleys branch off 
from the main one; thp hut of a peasant, over¬ 
shadowed by a walnut tree, and surrounded by a 
few patches of barley, generally occupying their 
embouchures. Returned to my inn at six ; walked 
on the promenade at seven. This is the anniver¬ 
sary of the prophet’s birth-day. ^ags are flying 
on all the castles of the Bosphorus, and a salute 
was fired from every battery between Constanti¬ 
nople and the Black Sea. The effect of tlie distant 
booming of the cannon—^gradually becoming louder • 
and louder, as the volleys approached, till at length 
tliey died away on the bosom of the Pontic—was 
solemn and imposing.« There is an illumination in 
Constantinople to-night, which I had intended go¬ 
ing down to s$e, but my abode* here is so agrbeable, 
that 1 am loath to quit. 

Jjme 15.—Day divine—early dinner—^ent af¬ 
terwards to Therapia—walked up the valley— 
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beautiful) ‘ like all the valleys of the ^Bosphorus— 
abounding in fig and cherry trees—cherries quite 
ripe, and of great size-||net nobody. The Greek 
and Armenian inhabitants appear insensible tf> the 

* 4 0 * 

charms around them. Saw many ladies "gaping 

I 

fipom open windows, but none enjoying the beauties 
of tim valley. ,.Betumed at sunset, and walked on 
the promenade, a pleasant evening lounge. The 
space in«front of each house is watered: this allays 
the dust, and diffuses ^ grateful freshness; the 
gi'ound, after a few minutes, from the evaporation, 
is covered with a white layer of salt, not unlike 
hoar-frost. «Few persons are to be mot, except 
the gentlemen of the various embassies, and the 
officers of th^ vessels of war. Of these there are 
two small frigates, anchored within a stonecast of 
theii* respective Ambassadors—the one Russian, 
the other Austrian; both beautiful vessels, mount- 
ing twontydbur guns each. I come every evening 
at sunset, to watch their manoeuvres. Even to a 
landsmanls eye, the discipline of the Russian, and 
th« trim of his yards, &c. are far before those of 
the Austrian; his crew are a set of fine hardy- 
lookinj^ active young*felk>ws. This is^ the first time 
I • have had an opportunity of judging of the Scy¬ 
thian countenance on a scale of any extent. It 
Js a vei^ peculiar one—-neither Asiatic nor Euro- 
peanTi-HQeither fair nor dark., The peculiarity is 
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not in the fixtures taken singly, (although there is 
a prominence of brow, dnd a sinkij^g of the eye, 
more striking than in othqf: nations); but in the ex¬ 
pression of the whole face, which* it is difficult to 
describb in words, although very manifest to the 
oye. The men are never idlo*~-al\^ys either trim¬ 
ming the yards and rigging, sailihg. the cutter, or 
rowing in the gigs. The moment of snn-down, the 
gun fires—the drum beats—the boatswain pipes— 

* the ports are hauled up«—the flag palled down— 
the seamen run up the rigging, and in an instant 
the top-gallant and royal yards are lowered upon 
deck. The commander now comes adiore—a grim 
resolute looking man, with severe expression of 
countenance. He speaks only Russian, otherwise 
I would ask permission to go on board. If all the 

*■ t 

liussian ships ^ war are like this one, their navy 
is far from contemptible. The Austrian is a fig^, 
vessel also; but if it came to a faip field, and 
nt> favour, between the two, I would bet five to 
one on the Czar. Indeed, 1 doubt if the British 
navy could turn out a finer or better disciplined Jet 
of active seamen. What they might be in a gale 
of wind, or in an • action, * I Laow not, but good 
manoeuvring in port will be followed by propor¬ 
tionate discipline at sea. 

Russia is a wonderful power. Other nations^ 
have taken ages to ,grow into strength; she has 
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up in a aingle century to be a firf<t-rate Euro- 
J>ean power. ^Whatever may be the meam she em¬ 
ploys, her end is daily accomplishing. England 
had better look out, for if Russia have only a few 
more ^ears to devote to her navy, I firmly"believe 
Ihe will meet ud on equal terms. Half of our ships 
are on foreign 9>t^ions; all that we could bring into 
action in our own seas, would not outnumber the 
Euxine •and the Baltic fleets. As to the notion 
that one British frigate ip a match for throe Rus¬ 
sians, others may believe it,—I do not. Meantime, 
if we mttst come to the scratch, it is a pity the 
“ Vixen” affilir did not serve as a pretext. Eng¬ 
land, 1 hoar, has knocked under on this point. Of 
^urso, her reasons were good; but right or wrong, 
the moral effect is all against her; and grievously 
did the remark of a Turk the ot^er day mortify 
Jne- —“ Yes,” he said, “ England can demand re¬ 
dress from the weak (alluding to the affair of 
Churohhill and the Porte), but she fears to do so 
from thecstrong.” There seemed some justice in 
the remark. I have made •several attempts to visit 
one of the Turl Ish first-rates, but an order from a 
high ^nctionary being* necessary, I failed in pro¬ 
curing it. There are above a dozen of aU sizes at 
anchor in the Bosphorus, and certainly of beau- 
tiftil-edcterior, bnt from all 1 can loam of thpir dis¬ 
cipline, they are more adapted for peace than war; 
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for the repotfa of the ^rt* than the *^battle and 
the breeze/'* At the ars^ntd there ai^ several huge 
three-deckers, more shattered hulks, the few that 
escaped from the battle of ?{avarino. tTudging 
from appearances, they are lit duly for fire-yood. 
An American, famed for his science in navitecture,* 
is now building a ship or ships of War for the Sul¬ 
tan. But ships without seamen what do they 
avail ? and the Turks can never make good'seamem 
’ It was the groat superiority of the Greek navy, if 
navy it could bo cdlled, that mainly contributed to 
the succe'»s of the revolution. By dint of superior 
tactics alone, the gallant old Admiral Miaulis kept 
at bay the whole naval force of the Turkish Em¬ 
pire, backed as it was by auxiliary S(fuadrons fronr 
Egypt and Tripoli. Nay, ho often captured their 
vessels, and bavned several fi’igates. dittt the im¬ 
perial eagles will soon take the place of the crcscpn:^ 
on the beautiful ships now in the Bosphorus; and 
tJien they will be more than mere decorations of 
the capital. 

June 16.—Left homo in a ^mall caique ^or the 
Black Sea. A hai^ pull of two hours brought me 
to the last castle on the European side: here 1 
wont ashore, and scrambling up a rocky ei^inence, 
enjoyed from its top a full and uninterrupted vie 
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of the inhospitable Euxine. Before returning to ni} 
bark, I smoke^ a ohibonkb at a cafe established for 
the convenience of the garrison. No where do 
oafw abound so'mpch ^ in Turkey. Town and 
counl^, it is all the same:—if there be no house 
ht hand, a fire-place is built under the shade of 
some trees, in vicinity ol t fountain, for the 
ablutions previous to prayer, and there pipes and 
coffee afe supplied to the passer by. 1 seated my¬ 
self on the bench among the soldiers, who scanned 
me with great curiosity. Thercf is something very 
seductive in these long pipes, and in the mild and 
soft flavoured Turkish tobacco. The cofieo too, is 
always good, although as thick as gruel. The 
•Turks drink grounds and all, and never use sugar, 
which is not considered an orthodox accompaniment 
to the pipe. Felt strongly tempt'^d to enjoy a 
■asim in the clear pellucid flood of the Euxine, but 
prudence ifestraincd me. Two lean and miserable 

dogs were drinking of its waters. Stnick by the 

» 

circumstance, I also tasted them, and found them 
mheh loss salt than the walfer of the ocean. 


Regaining my bark, I glided swiftly down the 
stream, gradually inclining to*the Asiatic side in 
order to visit this ancient castle, on whose circular 
watehhtower T am now seated. The ascent to the 
of the hill is rather fatiguing; but well repa} s 
the trouble. The c^tle must originally have been 
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one of great strength^but it is now a mere ruin, 
and the towers and walls*are coveredi^th ivy. It is 
surrounded by a large garden, well stocked with 
fruit'trees of every descyptiop. ' The white mul¬ 
berry was in great abundancetKe old gardener 
conducted mo to a tree, and shading one of the 
branches, a plentiful repast was sohii spread at my 
feet. On going away, he evidently seemed sur¬ 
prised that T should have offered payment*for what 
he had intended as a grifftuitous feast. 

There is a singular bird of mysterious habitudes, 
constantly to be seen on the ]k)sphoriis. Tt has a 
small block head, short bill, black tail, dark gr^y 
back and wing, and white belly. Scarcely five 
minutes of the day pass, in which a flight—varying 
from half a dozen to forty or fifty in number—may 
not bo seen g*lj»ig up or down "the Bosphorus. They 
fly with prodigious rapidity, skimming tho surfcov* 
of tho water, sometimes in close phalanx, but gene¬ 
rally in a long extended straight line.^ What their 
object may be, it is difficult to conjecJtdre. The 
remarkable thing is, that they are never seen to 
alight. The Turks tell you theygaever do alight; and 
believe, or affeht to ’believe, that they are possessed 
by the spirits of the wicked, who, metempsychosed 
into these birds, are doomed as an atonement for 
their sins upon earth, to fly on ceaseless wing be- 
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tweon the Soas of Marmori) and Euxifte. So much 
for superstition; but it is a fact, that they never 
do alight on the Bosphorus. I speak from my own 
observation, and'the experience of others. To-day 
I sat watching many flights at the mouth of the 
l31ack Sea, anxious to ascertain if they really did 
turn on arrival 1;horc, in order to descend the Bos¬ 
phorus ; but they all put straight out to sea until 
lost to the eye. It must be searching for food, I 
imagine, that kenps thenP thus ever on the wing; 
but it would bo curious to know whore they build 
their nests, and whether or not they do turn, or 
how far they push out to sea. All this is doubtless 
well known to naturalists; but I have found no one 
hero who could give any thing like a satisfactory 
account of their habitudes or history. 

The porpoise is a fish abounding'* in the Bos- 
■phorus, which may be said, indeed, to be alive with 
them. Th*bro are hundreds, either singly, or in 
shoals, now snorting in its blue flood : some show¬ 
ing merely the dorsal fin,—others describing a 
large curve, as they rise and descend; and some 
more /risky than thr rest, leaping high in the air, 
and tumbling with a loud splash into the water. 
On my way here, some of them played their un¬ 
couth gambols so near me, that I was afraid of be- 
• • 
ing upset: for it would be easy for one of these 
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mimic wliaiei to capsiz^ the lightly poised-oaique. 
Such accidents are not unknown. , 

The fishing stations on the Bosphorus attract 
the attention of the traveller., Two of them are 
now before my cyo. In most df the oreek§ and 
bays there are wooden huts erected*on a scaftbldin^ 
about forty or fifty yards from tfJh shore. These 
servo as depots for the fish, and habitations for the 
fishermen. 'J’ho nets are diflpose<l in the Ibrm of a 

» 

quadrangular basin, open at one extremity, at the 
edge of which is‘planted, in the bottom of the 
water, a long mast, inclining outwards, at about 
an angle of 75°—its top supported T>y long stays 
attached to large stones or trees on the shore. A 
rope coiled round the trunk serves al a ladder, b}» 
whose aid the watchman scrambles to his aerial 
abode, wherc^e sits in a sort of cage during the 
day—relieved of course occasionally by others of 
the craft. Flunking the three sides of the not, 
are distributed the rest of the fishermen in boats, 
waiting for the cry of him aloft, anncAiAcing the 
presence of a shoal in *the net. The whole forms 
a very picturesque, though sufficiently perilqps bi- 

9 ® _ * 

vouac on the'water. The fish of the Bosphorus 
are better to eat than any I have tasted on the 
shores of the Mediterranean. , 

There are no fewer than ten batteries between “■ 
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Buykdereh and the Black S^oa, mountiwg from eight 
or ten to sijcty guns. There are probably as 
many between Constantinople and Buykdereh, so 
that the Strait, though 9nly sixteen miles in length, 
is guarded by about twenty batteries. These, with 
a well-served arbillery, ^^o^ld effectually hinder a 
fleet from entering, or escaping from the Euxine ; 
or if it succeeded in passing, the ships would be so 
much crippled as to be unfit for action. Strong as 
the Bosphonis now is, a 6ivilized power would ren- 
(lor it still stronger, and when Russia once gets 
possession of Constantinople—an event almost cer¬ 
tain to arrive on no distant day—all the powers 
Europe will not succeed in driving ber out. The 
‘secure possession of such a stronghold will give to 
that growing and ambitious power an enormous 
and preponderating influence in tSie councils of 
•Europe. And yet, by what means is her onward 
tide of agression to be thrown back ? England 
committed a fatal error, so also did France, in 
turning a deaf ear to the Sultan's entreaties for 

t. I ^ 

aid against Ibrahim Pacha. They should either 
have 4one vdiat Bvssia was too happy to do,, or 
have allowed Ibrahim to hurl the Multan from his 
throng, and place his crafty old father Mehemet 

Ali, invhis stead. Mehemet and Ibrahim together 

( 

' eope with Russia, and keep her back; but 
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now the oppirtunity is lost, and the fate of Turkey 
is sealed. Let England *get Egypt /or her share 
of the spoil, and I care little. 

The climate of the I^sphoi^s, since my arrival, 
has been delicious, neither too 'hot nor too, cold, 
and without a single shower c/* rain; yet thd 
changes of temperature have olwii been sudden 
and considerable. In winter and spring, these are 
severely felt, and must render Constantinople a very 

I 

unfit abode for the pectoral or rheumatic invalid. 
A gentleman told me yesterday, that, in the month 
of January last, he had seen the thermometer fall 
from 62“ to 31° in a single hour. T can readily 
imagine this, for it depends on the north or i^uth 
winds whether one is shivering in the frigid clime 
of Russia, or luxuriating in the balmy airs of CIreece. 
,^The north wiBd has prevailed over since ihy arrival, 
hence the comparative moderation of temperature. 
In winter, however, I can well imagine fhe piercing 
blasts rushing down from the Black Sea, along the 
narrow Strait of the Bosphorus. The*^y hero is 
not the deep azure of Ualy, nor the light coerul^n 
of an Egyptian sky, but English, genuine J^nglish, 
—here a portion of blue, there a rolling mass of 
white cloud. Like that of England, too, it is sel¬ 
dom twenty-four hours the same. 

» 

June 17.—Thundfer and s^me rain. Kept the 
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hoase. Saw the funeral of a child ptss the win¬ 
dow ; three (^eek priestb walked in front sing¬ 
ing a hymn; about half a dozen persons followed, 
among whom was the father, who earned his child 
in a basket bedecked all over with flowers! The 
face and ]iands*Qf the infant were exposed, and 
their pallid hue cdiitrasted strangely with the bright 
flowers and roses scattered over its body—appro- 
pi'iate accompaniments, and fit emblems of the pu¬ 
rity of the deceased. It «was a touching and an 
impressive sight. I do not wondfT the Greek chil¬ 
dren die. To me it is a matter of surprise that 
any of them rfaeh the years of manhood, consider¬ 
ing the discipline of their early months. On ray 
arrival here, I x'as struck with the extraordinary ap¬ 
pearance of my landlady’s child. 1 saw it first in the 
nurse’s arms, with the face quite bluR,. e} es almost 
starting from their sockets, mouth open, and tongue 
half protruded. Having had but a casual glinq)8e. 
my impression was that the poor infant had been 
born with «. disease arising from imperfect closure of 
the* foramen ovale^ but on seeing it a second time, 
and examining the d^ss, 1 found it strapped round 
the chest and abdomen' mth a broad flannel belt, 
drawn tighter positively than I would girth a horse. 

it 

It was in vain that I tried to force my finger be- 

* 

4ween the bandage aijd the body. Here was a 


ready solution of the lividity, &w. The nurse could 
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spo.ak only liTeek, but I sent for the mother, tvho 
knows a little French, tind cxplaij^ed to her the 
danger of such a system, and that she would to a 
certainty suffocate her child ^ if • she persisted in 
strapping it so. She hoard me with gteat sang 
froid^ and then coolly made answer, that she was 
the mother of ton children, all w whom she had 
treated precisely in the same way, without choking 
any of them. This was certainly strong* practical 
refutation of my fears. •However, I was so earnest 
in my entreaties, that she consented to slacken the 
bandage, which was imm<*diatoly done in my pre¬ 
sence. T thought if the poor inl%nt could but 
speak, what blessings it would have poured upon 
my head. However, I was more 4han rewarded 
by seeing it an hour after its girth was undone, 
throwing back its head, with a natural colour in 
its face, and crowing and smiling in the nurse’s 
arms. The child is two months old, jfnd the mo- 


senco. 


thor tells mo that it is a uuiv(‘rsal practice among 
the (Greeks of Turk<'y, to pinion the arms to the 
body with a similar bandage for forty days after 
birth; the arms are then releg^sed, and the bandage 
is applied to Ithc body only, for forty days more, so • 
that this poor child has yet twenty days of girthing 
to undergo. Strange and unnatural practice! Can 
it have any influence in causing the exceeding thin 
waists of the (jrreek'raon I 
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Sir E. P. and the Baron arrived to Winner from 

f 

Belgrade. Sp^nt the evening promenading with 
them by the side of the Bosphorus. 


June 18.—With'Sir E. P. to the old castle, and 
afterwards to thbr “ Valley of the Sultan.” Day 
divine; but wo l^ked in vain for the sylvan god¬ 
desses who shed a halo of enchantment round the 
scene during my former visit. 


June 19.—Have token up nify abode for the 

t 

forenoon in the “ Valley of Roses.” Left ‘home 
after breakfast, and wandered along the paths that 
wind up the wooded banks on the left, through a 
dense thicket of copse and hazel. I descended in 
a different direction, following the path, without 
thought of whither it was to lead. <The sound of 
voices attracted me to this spot—a sheltered and a 
charming rdtreat, where I have been enjoying my 
“ kaef” for the last two hours. Pipes and coffee 
are as usual to be had in abundance. I have 
smbked two chiboukes, and,''being thoroughly re¬ 
freshed by their balny influence, I take out my 
note-book and scribble ^own the* scene that is be¬ 
fore me. I am seated^on a low stool, close to the 
edge of a capacious basin of water thirty feet by 
twenty feet, under the shade of a great variety of 
trees, and immediately at the foot of a precipitous 
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and richly wooded banl^. The basin is supplied by 
two streams, .one of whicb falls downifrom a height 
of twenty-five feet into its centre from the heart of 
an umbrageous tree. This is a pVetty and a plea- 
sant conceit; foj^he spectator i^ at first puzzled to 
see a fountain pour its sparkling* waters from & 
cluster of green boughs, whose tnick foliage pre¬ 
vents his observing the hollow poles that conduct 
the water from the cascade descending th& brow of 
the hill. The basin haS a flat terrace on every 
side, on which is now reposing a motley group of 

Turks, Greeks, and Armenians. On my right two 

0 * 

respectable and well-dressed Armenians are playing 
at cards, their long pipes lying neglected by their 
side, and their eager expression denoting considei* 
able stakes. Behind me two lively Greeks are 
busy at backgammon, under the shade of an arbour 
of vines. This is a favourite game among the 
Christians of Constantinople, but inst*ead of rat¬ 
tling the dice in a box, they throw them simply 
from the hand. The largest ^oup consists of nine 
Turks, all squatted together, and smoking their 

pipes in profound silence. Near them are foijr men, 

# * * 

apparently travellers, stretched at full length on 

0 

the ground, and fast asleep;—^a sunbeam, for some 
time playing on one of their faces through the 
leaves above, now falls on his eye: he awakes with 
a start—^yawns—stf'etches himself-—and, turning 
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on the other side, goes to sleep againj( Five or six 

I 

soldiers have j,ust entered': they are seated opposite 
me: not laughing and rioting like the soldiers of 
other countries, < but gravely smoking out of two 
pipes, which pass from mouth to •mouth. A long- 
bearded Jew br^ad-seller is standing beside his 
cakes displayecr'bn a tray supported by a cross- 
legged stool, at the side of which is sia^nding with 
wistful and uplifted eye, a lean and hungry dog. 
There is but one busy man to be seen, and he is 
arranging the rigging of a miniaCoure frigate, soon, 
I suppose, to bo launched on the basin. A vene- 
Table Mussulhian with long white beard has been 
for some time at his ablutions: ho is now before me 
with logs andoarms bare, washing himself previous 
to prayer. He now dries himself—adjusts his tui- 
ban (whoso green colour proves him*to be of the 
seed of the Prophet), spreads his little mat, and, 
with the profoundcst solemnity of countenance, 
commences his orisons. 1 see him begin; there he 
stands (his face turned towards Mecca, the birth- 
pla'be of the Prophet) stroking down his board— 
now holding his hands at each side of his head, and 
muttering to himself—now he bends down the 
trunk at right angles to the lower extremities, the 
hands resting above the knees: he preserves this 
position for a few seconds, then stands erect—still 
muttering inaudibly: he now drops on his knees— 
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scats himself on his calfs—heels and soles of the 
feet appearing behind: remains thuf» for a few mo¬ 
ments—then, supporting himself on his hands, he 
leans forward—touches the grpuild with his head, 
which lie p«*irtially withdraws frcftn the turban, that 
he may press the hare forehead the earth: re¬ 
covers himself for an instant—resumes the prostrate 
attitude, and again presses the ground with his 
brow: ho now rises to go several times thrbugh the 
same ceremonial. Frc«n fifteen to twenty-five 
minutes is the usual time allotted to prayer; and 
when the performer happens to bo a venerable old 
man, like liim now before me, it is a solemn and 
impressive exorcise. Although differing so entirely 
from the manner in which the Christian approaches 
his Maker, I can see notliing of the ludicrous in the 
devotion of the Mussulman. I do not know if he 
Jiave a stated form of prayer, or mutter according 
to the impulse of the moment. He froijuently di¬ 
vides the soiwice into two parts; milking a sliglit 
pause in the middle, during which he lodks about, 
and oven speaks to hik neighbour—then resumes 
and finishes. But the worship,of the Turk cpnsists 
in outward form. '*W’hen ho has said his prayers 
five times a-day, he thinks he has done enough*: 
indeed, ho hoe done what his religion requires of 
him; yet I doubt if ho would do this in the solitude 
of the forest, or of hJs own chamber. Effect seems 
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to be his chief aim; and the greater tUe nnmber of 
witnesses, thQ.more earnest is his devotion. Fatal 
mistake!—he contents himself with the form, but 
knows not the essence 6f prayer. 

' Thp frigate is now launched upon its mimic sea^ 
f am watching \mth a malicious pleasure, to see it 
come beneath the descending cataract; but al¬ 
though it frequently advances to the very verge, it 
regularly wears round at the right time, and drifts 
away whither the wind listeth. My scribbling has 
attracted the notic^ of someinquisitive young 
Greeks, two of whom are now looking over my 
shoulders. 

It is a most delicious retreat, and one I shall cer¬ 
tainly visit again. Meantime 1 pay the sum of one 
piastre f2d.) for my entertainment, and rise to de¬ 
part. «B 


Jwte 20.—To-morrow I descend to Constanti¬ 
nople ; and the day after, embark on the steamer 
for the Danube. I feel.loath to quit the delightful 
solitudes of the Bosphorus. ’ He who contents him¬ 
self simply by sailing up and down the channel, can 
form no idea of the exquisite Valleys that abound 
^oth on the European and Asiatic shores of this 
noble strait. Let the travelleir take up his abode 

4 

either here or at Therapia, and he may pass a 
ramith, varying the direction ef his steps each day. 



DEPARTURE PROM CONSTANTINOPLE. *199 

I spent Ae whole of this forenoon in the same 
sequestered retreat as yesterday; |imoked a ohi- 
bouke.also, at another plaoe of similar resort, si¬ 
tuated on the skirts of^tho ^cemetery, near the 
^outh*of the valley; here also is a fountain,^and a 
square j^atform elevated a few*feet above the 
ground, and overshadowed by s<mio majestic oaks 
and elms. The class of Turks frequenting this 
shady bower are of a higher caste, and there was 
no gaming. Almost all those assembled performed 
their devotions, after a due ihdulgenco in the pipe. 
I saw three highly respectable men standing close 
to each other on the same mat, deVbutly engaged 
in prayer. Took my farewell stroll on the pro¬ 
menade this evening; afterwards hir^d a caique for 
fifteen piastres, to carry mo to Constantinople to¬ 
morrow. 

Black Sea. — On board the “ Ferdinalido Primo'' 
June 23.—Left Constantinople yesterday at noon. 
Numerous and motley group of passengers—deck 
covered with Turks, seated on their cushions, dnd 
smoking their pipes. Two dangers from carrying 
Turks as passengers—^firilt, of plague, from the 
quantity of cotton or woollen articles they drag 
along with them; second, of fire, from the everlast- 
ing pipe. Best figure on* board is a Greek Palli- 
ken—fine hard-featured brawny follow—carries all 
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his eflSscts oti his back—arin^ to tho toeth-**piatols 
Mid dirk in belt, an(f a aabre 1^ his side—an 

ekoeHent representative of his hardy tribe who are 
one year soldiera^the n^t robbers—the third ser¬ 
ving the Turks or Greeks, as it may happen, on 
the frontiers. 8j|iou]d not faney encoun^ring this 
felldw in one' of 1;ne deep rooky ravines of Greece. 
He reminds me of my own oattle-lifting, oathodral- 
baming ancestors. We are ten or twelve cabin pas¬ 
sengers—Sir E. P. and myeelf the only Englishmen; 
the others are Germans and Italians; a Smyrna Jew 
•x-a Greek merchant, and a Russian traveller, who 
i^eaks all languages—English with the aocuraC} 
and pronunciation of an Englishman. The Rus¬ 
sians are by fta* the best linguists of Europe—every 
other language being of easy acquirement after their 
own horrible jargon. There is only one Hdy, Madame 
Fry, wife of a Bavarian Councillor, returning' from 
Athens, where he had been confidential Secretary 
to King Otho. The most exalted character on 
board is^a Turkish Bey, black as ebony, a down- 
'ri^t Negro in short—wears the decoration of his 
nuik^^'^star and cresoent of diamonds, on his breast 
-wlSkewise a splendid diamond ring on the little 
fitjLgCr. He has four* persons in his suite, one of 
whmn is ik ^urkuh officer and A ide-de-Oamp, the 
thr^JClUher)i ace sc^anteh-Hnuokes a handsome sil- 
>i| i ;^ f!|nili^ all day. The Turks are true philo- 
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aophers in 4ne mspBoWtliey nuiikn tm digUnetlQ^ 
as to colour. Here is aif abs(diite N$^rO| oiigpnaliy 
from the slave>market perhnpS) elevated ibr his 
good conduct no doubt, |o the high rank of Bey, 
with 'l\irkisb officers and men •to wait upon him, 
and who see no degradation in<(^ doing. WhaA 
would the Yankees say to this J * Although a tho¬ 
rough-bred Negro, he is a good looking man, and 
not without a certain dignity of manner. • He was 
much pleased by my ashing to examine his decora¬ 
tion—produced allso his sword, a superb Damascus 
blade. He goes to Varna on military duty. 

This is a clean and comfortable boat^living excel¬ 
lent and cheap—dollar a-day, including an ad UU^um 
allowance of delicious wine of Tenedss. Have paid 
my fare all the way to Presburg, a few hours sail 
from Vioiina —129 florins, or 64 Austrian dollars. 
Captain an Englishman—Everson by name-rat 
present enrolled as an Austrian, and sailing under 
Austrian colours—a thorough seaman, I am sure, 
and most attentive man. Perfect cleftnhness and 
order prevail—only drawback is in shortness* of 
berths, none of them being^six feet. J^eached 
Varna after breaKfast to-Say, and went ashore to 
visit the Pacha—the captain having been sent for 
to have an interview with his Hi^ness. Foundkim ^ 
squatted on the Divan—a stout hale maB, with 
black beard—very* debauched face—had sur^y 
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be^ dmnk last night—eyes blood-shot^ and oheeks 
bloated—received us AVith politeness* and good 
breeding. Half a dozen menials brought pipes, 
with beautiful amber myuth-pieces, adorned with 
diamonds—coffee, ef course—and lastly, iced sher¬ 
bet. He has en^i^ed the whole of the ladies' cabin 
to convey his hareein to Constantinople on the return 
of the steamer—his principal wife is dangerously ill. 
Unfortunately, ^aptain Everson had introduced me 
as a military man, otherwian I might have been con¬ 
ducted to the hareem. He ordered horses to be 
brought, and a janizary to accompany us round 
the fortifications. Vama had been a place of great 
strength, and resisted the attack of the Russians for 
a long time during the last war—at length it was 
taken, and all the fortifications levelled and de¬ 
stroyed—now nearly rebuilt—an extensive wall, 
topped with fascines, and broad ditch beneath—sur¬ 
rounds whole town. Men are still employed in 
completion of the works—Sultan may save himself 
the troubie-^Russia will do the like again. Town 
maHe up of a wretched assdtnblage of houses. A 
few m^n-of-war ancfmred in the harbour might 
blow it to atoms in a very shoi^ tinie. Observed 
that the Russian passenger, although he accom¬ 
panied us ashore, and to the house of the Pacha, de- 
cUlM^d entering; perhaps he feared a cold reception. 

9 

|l| liiree hours we were on board again—weighed 
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anchor immediately, and skirted the shores of an¬ 
cient Thrace—passed the extremity ,of the Balkan 
range, the Hsemus of the Romans—immense and 
endless forests, probably of jpine, but not near 
enough to ascertain. To-morrow morning we ex¬ 
pect to enter the Danube. Mucl^pdin last night 
to-day, weather fine an'd calm, *and • sea smooth. 
Varna is only forty miles from Silistria on the 
Danube ; a canal or railroad made between these 
two towns would cut of}* iwo hundred miles of navi¬ 
gation, and do away the necessity of entering the 
river by its mouth. This is a practicable scheme, 
and will probably be carried into e£R^t some day 
or other. 

» « 

June 24.—Ton P.M. —Entered the Selima mouth 
of the Danube, at six o'clock this morning. Russia 
is in possession of the entrance, where she has a sta¬ 
tion for troops and gun-boats :—whole of Delta be¬ 
longs to her—worth nothing in itself, being a mere 
swamp, but gives her undisputed possession of the 
only navigable mouth—the Georgian arm of ihe 
Delta, which is the south boundary, not being 
navigable on aiocouiit of slioiils. On the right bank 
is the Russian province of Bessarabia. Sentries 
are stationed all along the edge of the river every 

ft 

quarter of a mile—live in straw huts, resembling 
the JNorth American. Wigwam. Why condemn 
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human beings to such a horrible oxistciico ! No one 

« 

would think breaking* the quarantine laws by 
traversing an impracticable swamp. For myself, T 
would as soon bo dropped in the midst of the desert. 
Nothing on eithoa side but swamp—^intonhinable 
swamp—a wildfii^i'ss of reeds and bog, lit abodt' 
only of frogs and wild ducks, agues, and musqui- 
toes. The latter are in myriads—air alive with 
them—expect no sleep to-night—larger, and bitc‘ 
worse than those of the (ilangcs. Passed a groat 
many vessels from fifty to two hufidrcd tons :—crew 
towing them from the bank-s-poor fellows ! it was 
pitiable to s#6 them, plumping up to the ankles in 
mud—their faces enveloped all but the eyes and 
mouth, and » broom in one hand beating away 
the musquitoes :—vain precaution, for they are in 
swarms. Captain tells me that a month later, the 
locusts make their appearance—dense clouds of 
them passing to and fro. Fortunately, they can 
do no harm here—^no river so tortuous as the 
Danube;*the masts of vessels are to be seen in 
whatever direction the eye turns. 

At tj^o o’clock p. M., wo reached Tulcha—a vil- 

* * 

lago on Bulgarian bank, situate *a little above where 
the Danube bifurcates to form the Delta. Aspect 
of the^towu from the river, wretched in the ex¬ 
treme. Went ashore in a canoe hollowed out of a 
single trunk, sculled by peasants, wild-looking as 
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the Esquimfhix. Entered several of the huts, and 

t 

was surprised to find thtm so cleaq. Population 
Christian, and women not veiled. Saw a numerous 
group seated against a wjjill, which strongly called 
to mind the women of the Highlands of Scotland, 
particularly the old dames, who had the same hard 
features and deep lines. We ai’e now within an 
hour of the Pruth, which falls into the Danube on 
this side of Galacz. The Pruth forms the boundary 
between Bessarabia nnd»Moldavia, and limits the 
Russian territory* on the banks of the DanuUb. 
But although she has no territory beyond the 
Pruth, she has ample infiucncc. Th\) Jlospodar of 
Moldavia, though paying annual tribute to the 
Porte, is under thumb of Russia. Above TuL 
cha, the Bulgarian shores are green and waving with 
fine pasture land, but no cultivation or wood. On 
opposite side, still a dreary swamp. Mus((uitoes 
biting me to death—can scarcely sit still. Passen- 
g('rs tossing and cursing, and groaning in spirit:— 
some quitting their beds in disgust, to golind sleep 
upon dock—a dangerous experiment, I tell them, 
in such a situation. Hope to, reach Galacz, in an 
hour. Coloui' of the water a dirty grey, very un¬ 
like the rich brown loam of the noble Nile, unlike 
it also in taste. Nile water the most delicious 
in the world: that of the Danube has rather a 
disagreeable taste. ^ Although I got up at six 
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o’clock to hail the river Monarch of‘Europe, felt 
no sort of enthusiasm at Sight of his clay-coloured 
flood. Breadth of Selima arm not exceeding 200 
yards generally. * , , 

f 

* On hoard the * Jvm 26.—Arrived at 

Galacz, at midnight, on the 24tk. Detained there 
all yesterday,—the “ Pannonia” not being ready to 
sail. Mbldavian Government having a quarantine 
against Turkey, we woref not permitted to land. 
Judging of the town from deck of the steamer, 
nothing can be more miserable. Much rain had 
fallen, and the shores were nearly inundated. Ga- 
lacz is the only portion of the Province of Mol¬ 
davia that touches the Danube.* Groat misery 
caused by the musquitoes,—passengeJrs swelled and 
blotched, and half blind. I never closed an eye 
the first night Notr^ thanks to Sir E. P., who has 
lent me a spare musquito net, I am independent. 
These are the only nets on board, and being 
in possession of«two Englishmen, keep up our 
character for lov(' of comfort. The Pannonia is a 
small vessel of only 36 horse-power:—^has no beds 
or sleeping accommodations,—passetigers lie on the 
cuddy benches, or floor. The Commander is an 
Italian, ». e. an Austrian Italian from Trieste. 

Sailed from Gaiaez at eight o’clock this morning 
—Bulgaria on left, Wallachia* on right bank. This 
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province als6, as regards moral influence, belongs 
to Russia, who is all-powerful with -Ijhe Hospodar,* 
although a tributary to the Porte. The two pro¬ 
vinces Moldavia and Wallachia," pay somewhere 
about *£12,000 or £13,000 annually. Scenery 
continues uninteresting in the extreme, and there 
are several cases of fever on board.' Baron attacked 
again, after a long exemption—also two deck pas¬ 
sengers : effect of the marshy air no doubt. ' My ser¬ 
vices are in active requisition. Sailed through num¬ 
berless islands on our right—^low, flat, and fringed 
with willows. Captain says he never recollects the 
Danube so high as at present. Weather cold, 
cloudy, and rainy:—evident wo arb approaching 
the north. Few trading-vessels to be seen above 
Calac7. The Danube boats are of a peculiar con¬ 
struction—largo and unwieldy, with vast cabins of 
circular roof extending fore and aft: only one 
mast, and a single triangular sail—^its base attached 
to a yard aloft. Bulky lazy-looking crafts—very 

different from the graceful oanjiosMjf the Nile. 

« • 

June 28. — Nine P* M. At anchor for the night 

I * m 

at Sistof. All yesterday and to-day sailed between 
the shores of Bulgaria and Wallachia. We never 
touch Wallachian side. One caimot cross frqm any 
part of Bulgaria without performing a quarantine of 
twenty-one days ! Scenery on right baidc of same 
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monotonous character as formerly ; begins to im- 
*prove on the left. To-day foi* the first time I saw 
cultivated fields, with undulating and wooded banks 
in the back-groufid._ Stopped three hours at Silistria 
yesterday, to takodn coal. A young Pacha came on 
board as passenger, with an officer and two servants 
to wait upon hini. Although not above seven years 
old, he has the air of an old man—a supercilious 
whelp ill manner, “ a writhled shrimp” in body; 
looks as if ho had never eaten any thing but plum- 
cake. Will cut off heads in his day and generation. 
The attendants newer leave his side. They made a 
bed of pillows on the table of the cuddy last night 
for his worshfp; ■ handed him his pipe, which he 
Vleigned to Smoke, then laid him down—a man 
on each side fanning him to sleep, and chasing 
away the musquitoes. The Turkish children are 
just as grave and apathetic as their fathers—with¬ 
out curiosity, frolic, or playfulness. Any other 
boy would have romped about the vessel, and asked 
hundreds of questions at the passengers. This 
little imp knew his consequence too well; he sat 
all day- on the ben ;-h with the^ gravity of a judge, 
looking with silent contempt on us Infidel dogs.’’ 
His dress was a claret- coloured surtout, rod cap, and 
pair of tiny pistols in his belt. We put him ashore 
at Ttutschuk—a miserable town, like all the others 
of Bulgaria. Climate get9 worse and worse ; 
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ilcavy rain, and squall after squall. Yesterday 
it blow a hurricane:—-Ibbe attacks qf fever are on 
the increase. Baron’s has changed its type from 
quartan to quotidian: poor fellow! He suffers 
much; and with a rosignatioji such as T never 

t 

before witnessed,—asks for nothing,—troubles no 
one,—stretches himself on the^bench, and there 
ho lies, with Mussulman resignation. ^ 1 have never 
met with n man of so pei'foctly placid and. eiidui'ing 
a disposition. He is a universal favourite on board 
—all of us rogri't that nothing can be done to 
stoj) his fever till we escape from those low and 
damp I’cgions. If all patients were like the Baron, 
the duties of the Doctor would bo light and agree¬ 
able. He has no caprice, nor doubtfi^—likings, nqj* 
dislikings—never won’ies one by asking unanswer¬ 
able questions—takes whatever is j)ut into his 
hand—svvetJt or bitter, potion or pill—all one to 
the Baron, dow’n it goes—not a munaur escapes 
him, nor a wry face oven. His is a i-are character— 
the best adapted in the world for campaigning in 
(Ireece; but he luis had too much hard .s^irvice; for 
though young in years, he is sadly shattered. His 
native poweriS, however, b(?ing strong, I make no 
doubt he will yet recover. This fever was first 
brought on by riding a quarantine on the northern 
frontier of Greece, when coming from Thessaly, 
VOL. II. . 8 
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whither he had been sent to buy horses for the King. 
There was no f^azaret, and he liad only a blanket to 
servo as tent. He was exposed for ten days, on 
three of which rain fell in ceaseless torrents. He 
was drenched to the bones,—had fever every night, 
and a raging ophthalmia,—was without assistance 
and medicines,—and had only his servants along 
with him. After the rain came a hoi and dazzling 
sun. under which he travelled to Athens, where ho 
arrived stoneblind, and ffJmost dead. Six weeks 
of skilful treatment under Roeser restored him 
to sight; but the fever has stuck by him. I 
am certain that amid all this suffering, not a mur¬ 
mur would escape his lips. Yet is he a man 
«f warm and«^kindly feelings—without much ima¬ 
gination, but of sound judgment. Adrift at the age 
of sixteen,—first in the Saxon Army,—ho knows 
little of college loro; but a more instructive page 
was opened to him—that of human nature, which 
he has not neglected to study. His observation is 
acute, and his knowledge of mankind far from su¬ 
perficial. He sees things with an unbiassed vision. 
I woul^ take tho P^j^ron’s opinion of a public man 
or matter, which ho had the means Of knowing, as 
soon as that of most men : for he is clear-sighted, 
impartial, and thoroughly honest. 

f 

The river broanens as we go, and is here fully a mile 
across; I should say the average breadth may be half 
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a mile. Defend me from a residence on its low and 

• * 

swampy banks ! Two r.aftibows to-dq^, dim and im¬ 
perfect, and no compensation for the rain that gave 
them birth. We lose all, this night at anchor, it 
being too dark and stormy to advance. This will 
bo a loss of six or eight hours. It*is the first time, 
howovei’, that we have been obliged to stop dm*ing 
the night. 

June **10.—Within ten hours’ sail of (1 Iadova, 
which we hope to roach by day-light to-morrow: here 
ends our voyage for the present. Steamer cannot 
go through the “ Iron-gateand have a ton 
<lay.s’ quarantine to ride at Orsova. Took on board 
coals at Hava yesterday—the plague making sad 
havoc in the town and neighbourhood. Shortly 
after ^juitting it, we passed a deserted village ; its 
inhabitants having either tied from, or been swept 
away by the ])estilence. The doors of tltb huts w(*r(' 
all open,—no smoke, nor stir, nor living thing : a 
melancholy spectacle,—the hand of the destroying 
angel had been there ! A few miles fartlfer on, tlie 
families were bivouacked in the open air. , Large* 
fires were burAing, lound which I saw the wretched 
women and children clustering without shelter or 
protection from the elements. 

At five o’clock this afternoon, we left Bulgaria 
behind us. On our* loft now is Servia, an inde- 
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pendent state, having Prince Milosch as ruler, 
though still c(Hitinuing tidbutary to the Porte. Its 
shores are green, waving, and beautiful. There can 
be no finer grazihg land ,on the earth. We passed 
one herd of at least 500 head of cattle, but ! won¬ 
der wo have s^en so few'flocks. Stopped three 
hours this foreubon at Vidiu- -the last consider¬ 
able town in Jhilgaria, and wretched and filthy as 
all the others. It contains a mixed population of 
Turks and Christians. Walked through the ba/aars 
and market-place. In the latter, there was a num¬ 
ber of immense sturgeons. My comj>aniou bought 
10 lb w(iight Vor 2s. Ai dinner Captain treated us 
to a bottle of tokay. The Baron’s fever has not re¬ 
turned to-day. 

•> 

Lazaret of Orsova.— Frontiers of llunqanf, 
Juh/ 2.—Once more 

“ Give me to drink jVtandragora, 

That I may bleep out thib great gap of time.” 

At eight o’clock yesterday morning, we reached 
Gfadova, a Servian town, situate a little below the 
commencement of \he “ Iron-gate.” I was in bed 
when we passed the remains of Trajan’s bri<lgc, 
which can bo seen only when the jDanubc is low. 
A large lugger came alongside the steamer, into 
which the baggage and passengers were transferred, 
to be towed up to Orsova. The river is hemmed 
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in between two ranges^ of high and richly wooded 
hills; and the scenery on both sides is very im¬ 
posing. The breadth of tho stream is about a 
quarter of a mile ; and the curfoift runs with great 
velocit)'. But there arc no ra({)ids, (properly so 
called): From tho great Hood in the Danube at prtf- 
sont, all the rocks are covered to*a depth of many 
feet, except in two or three jdaces, where there arc 
bronkers : h(*nc(!, we lose much of tho Itne effect 
of the ‘‘ Iron-gate.” The Captain tells me that 
when tho river is low, tho whole distance from 
Gla<lova to Orsova, is one continued waterfall, with 
a deafening noise caused by tho torrent rushing 
over th() rocks. Tho scenery reminded mo of Loch- 
Noss, except that in place of a blue a/ld placid lake* 
we had a swift and muddy current. The conti¬ 
nuity the bills is now broken by a valley:—now 
a conical hill detaches itself from tho line, and rears 
its naked [)eak aloft into tho sky. Tlie day was 
divine. Eighteen pairs of bullocks were yoked to 
tho tow rope—each pair having a male dr female 
driver. Three stately young Servian damsels 
formed pai’t of the train. \Xhcn about h«ilf-way 

% t ^ 

to Orsova, we all got out to walk—tho cm*rent be¬ 
ing so rapid, that it was necessary to lighten the 
boat. Servia pr('8erving a quarantine a^^aiiist 
Turkey, we were guarded on all sides, and 
obliged to march in Hne, preceded by a raggamuf- 
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fin soldier, who cleared the road of all passengers, 
lost pestilence* should exhale from our bodies. 
Even a few hogs which were quietly turning up 
the earth with their snouts under a tree on our 
path, .were driven’away by the officious sentry ! 
Tlie (luaruntino master, and a Servian captain, 
brought uj) the roar on horsobaclc—the latter a 
majcstic-looliing man, dressed half as a European, 
half as d Turk, and carrying a whole armoury 
on his stately [)erson. We walked about a mil(\ 
and would have been Avell pleased to perform the 
remainder of the distance on foot; but it was the 
will of our masters that we should return to th(‘ 
boat. It was a pretty and picturesque sight to see 
the long train'of reluctant oxen dragging the cum¬ 
brous boat, while there was a wild music in the 
cry of the drivers as they bran<lishod the long 
canes, and applied them to the heaving sides of 
their respective cattle. The distance from (lla- 
dova to Orsova, is only ton miles; and yet we were 
exactly eight and a half hours in accomplishing it! 
Why not transport the passengers and baggage by 
land! 

A few minutes below Orsova, I was struck by the 
sight of a minaret surmounted by the crescent; it 
arose from a small mosque on a little isle near the 
middle of the river. The tiny island belongs to 
the Porte, Strange tfiat this ^spot should be loft 
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to the Moslem, in the bosom of a Christian coun¬ 
try ! but there it stan(fs,*a moral we^d in a garden 
beauty—nevertheless it is highly picturestiue 
to the eye. We had to glide acrossithe river to reach 
the scilt of our imprisonment. , It was five o’clock 
in the evening, and the vesper bell*from the c'^iuroli 
of Orsova fell with soft and impressive tones on the 
ear—a pleasing substitute for the summons of the 
muezzm to prayer; but the trampiil oiyotions it 
produced, were soon dispelled. No sooner had we 
stepped on the soil of Hungary, than wo were told 
a tale that should have been “ howl’d out in the 
desert air.” The superintendent •f the Steam 
Company informed us that four days ago, an ex¬ 
press had come do>vn from Vienna to^louble the pe¬ 
riod of (luarantine! So that instead of the ten days 
we had bargained for, we are doomed to a durance 
of twenty ! This news fell heavy on our heai'ts; but 
complaint would have been unavailing. »The Baron 
alone heard his doom with unshaken tranquillity 
of brow. Seeing me rather discontented, be handed 
mo his pipe, (quietly remarking, “ Fumi''z un pipe, 
Docteur.” I did so, and, seating myself on a large 
stone, poured* the Nicotian* balm into my wounded 
spirit. An English gentleman, who had just es¬ 
caped from the Lazaret, after a confinement of only 
ten days, gave an unpromising account of tlio esta¬ 
blishment. At length the baggage was landed. W e 
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wore all marshalled together—some eighteen or 
twenty, includmg the stooragc anil dock passengers 
—and, with a soldier in front, in rear, and flank, 
wo proceeded with mournful steps and slow, to our 
prison-house. 

, The Lazaret is a mile and a half from the vil¬ 
lage. We were i»jcoived at the gate by the Direc¬ 
tor ami his assistant, both medical men, who ex¬ 
amined opr passports at a most res})ectful distances 
and conducted us to ouv respective habitations. 
We are extremely fortunate in our quarters. Thi! 
Haron, Sir E. P., the Czar (as we call the Russian), 
a (jrennan invalid, and myself, are all shut up to¬ 
gether, occupying four tolei’ably decent apartments, 
ejitering from^;l double court, and walled all round 
to a height of twelve or fourteen feet. Wo cannot 
coininunicate with the other departments of the 
Lazaret, but we have two square yards to exer¬ 
cise in, and also the shade of six trees to repose 
under. 

I am nffw seated under the thick foliage of a mul¬ 
berry tree—its branches bending under a profusion 
of fruit—the berries, large, black, and luscious, 
are falling thick and fas't around me—the ground 
below is sti’ewed with them—the birds over my 
head are in numbers, singing a joyous glee, and 
feasting on the sweets of a bountiful Providence— 
but they are not prisoners like me—hence the 
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music of their tongues—they come and taste tlio 
rich repast, then away to roam through the pure 
fields of etlior. Close to me is another mulberry 
tree—the branches interipingling with that under 
which 1 sit, and though its size and ago are appa¬ 
rently the same, there is not upon it^no single berry. 
Is not Nature hero as capriciou.^ as Fortune, who 
showers her favours into one man’s lap, while his 
equally deserving neighbour knows only ho»’ frowns ? 
In the adjoining court, kirger than this one, and 
separated by a wall having a door at its extremity, 
there are two apple and two cherry trees, all groaning 
under a load of fruit—the apples, of cdlirse, not ripe, 
but the cherries (or rather the small black geens), 
are in ripe perfection, black, glossy, jmd tempting* 
I hope, ere the sun go down, to climb the tree, and 
feast. Our invalid fellow-j)risoner is now Hitting 
like a ghost in the c<nirt before me. Judging from 
appearances, his days are numbered. His body is 
emaciated, his cheek hollow, his eye sunk, and the 
whole voice sounds as if it came through "the walls 
of the chest. I have just had a long conversation 
with him on the subject of his ^malady, andj^ho his¬ 
tory he gives of himself, loaves little doubt in my 
mind that the hand of death is upon him; in all 
probability, there is a largo cavity in one ^of his 
lungs; ho coughs and spits a great deal, and his 
sputa are often streaked with blood. Poor man ! 
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I am sorry for him. It was a cruel thing to allow 
him to set outj on a voyag6 from Smyrna to Trieste 
in such a state; and yet he talks confidently of 
being set up by-the clii^iate of Italy. Vain de¬ 
lusive hope ! It is my belief ho will never' r('ach 
Italy. I never Rear him cough, that I do not dread 
the rupture of a'blood-vessel, and his immediate 
death. In justice, however, to his physicians, it is 
not by their advice that he quits homo. 

This morning the Doctor made his appearance, 
and examined us as to our state of health, insisting 
even on a sight of the bare axilla; he then proceed¬ 
ed to take a llfet of all our goods and chattels, and 
demanded from each the amount of his cash. I 
thought this last a strange (juestion, and felt halt' 
ashamed to acknowledge that my whole worldly 
wealth, for the time being, amounted to no more 
than thirteen sovereigns ! The little man seemed 
surprised a'c my poverty. Whence all these ab¬ 
surd regulations ? Is it lest wo should bo penniless 
vagabonds., that the government is afraid of having 
to Send out of thtj country at its own expense, or is 
it rather a sort of c mpulsory testament in the sup¬ 
position that wo must dm of the plague before we 
get out ? Bo the reason what it may, it is a most 
degrading task to devolve upon a medical man. 
However, judging from the appearance of tho Doc¬ 
tor, he is not fit for more exalted duties. He is a 



LAZARET, &r. 


'21U 


(lark, skinny, restless, little man, with all the grimace 
ef a Frenchman, and kndws no language except his 
own, and dog Latin—in which latter he always ad¬ 
dresses me ; but though I .can understand him per¬ 
fectly, *I find it no easy matter to reply. Our arms 
wore also demanded, and taken Trom us, lest (•! 
suppose) we should shoot each <5thor or ourselves, 
or haply overpower the guards of the establish¬ 
ment, and make our escape ! Our effect* not hav¬ 
ing been registered, yooterday counts as a “ dies 
non,” and our durance dates from to-day. This is 
a hard and unjust rtjgulatiou, and at variance with 
(wery other well regulated quarautinfi station. But 
wo have only to submit. I congratulate myself 
on being shut uj) with such agreeabl* companionss 
and, I thank God, my health—in spite of all the 
swamps of the Danube, is at present oxecllont. 

Juh/ 10.—Half of our durance is no\V expired— 
day after day passes with the same unvarying mono¬ 
tony. Weather has been throughout changeable 
and unpleasant—showers of rain almost daily. The 
variations of temperature, altljough frequent, have 
not been severe—thermometer seldom under 68° 
Fahrenheit, and yet at this elevation, it feels cold. 
There is much damp in the Lazaret, and we^are all 
more or less ailing in body, and grumbling in spirit. 
The Baron alone gets fat upon confinement; notwith- 



220 


LAZARET—CUISINE, &c. 


standing the d priori unfavourable circumstances of 
our position, li/i has not hdd a single attack ol fever 
since our imprisonment began, and ho gains in flesh 
and strength dailj—-so mnch <loos a change even for 
the worse benefit. certain maladies. rohi the 
height of the sfirrounding walls, the air cannot 
percolate freely through our rooms. 'I'ho trees, too, 
tend to favour the damp, and yet 1 should bo sorry 
to SCO them share the fate of the Sycamores at 
Zanto, which were cut down, lest a bird should 
perch on tlieir boughs with a cargo of plague in 
the feather or tuft of cotton he carried in his 


bill ! Thus, *t>y the merciless mandate of the 
Hoard of Health, the poor prisoners in the Lazaret 


wore ileprived ^!)f the only solace of their captivity ! 


I have paid frequent visits to the two geon trees, 


from whose boughs 1 enjoy the double advantage 


of feasting the eye and appetite. 

The Lazaret is a square building, occupying a 
large space of ground, surrounded on all sides by a 
circle of vfell-wooded hills. Onr quarters are Nos. 
1 and 2, on the north side of the s<piare, the 
largest, land probabi^v the best, in the establish¬ 
ment. They have the great advantage also of 
being opposite the cuisine of the traitteur, Avho 
supplies us with a dinner of four dishes at two 
o’clock. His culinary powers are not of a high 

order, but w'c have not much to complain of. 
/ 
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We prepare our own breakfasts, having a small 
kitchen within the inclosuro. Thq cost of both 
meals per day is about 3s.— a moderate sum 

certainly, and we pay ,nothing, for our rooms, 

> 

ncithm’ for the “ guardiano,’\ who acts as ser- 

» 

vant, rocoiving merely an optiona4 gratuity on oyr 
departure. Tt is not in the pwwer of a prisoner 
to dine at a latei* hour than tw'o o’clock, as tht‘ 
restaurant is shut iininediatoly after the,moals are 
served. On the wholc.^tln- s(iason Ix'ing snnnner, 
we have little reason to bo dissatisfied. In winter, 
or early spring, the cold and damp would rcnd(‘r 
the Lazaret a dangerous abode. Af»fa.r as reg^ard8 
liberty, T am as well here as at Malta, and at one- 
third of the expense. TJut there one is in a flouris];- 
ing centre of civilization,—books, journals, and in¬ 
telligence, are to bo liad daily, as also many com¬ 
forts and luxuries. Tlcre, on the other hand, one 
is out of the world entirely. Nothing is to be 
had save the bare micessarios of life; and as for 
political intolHg(!nce, I doubt if ever a single innys- 
paper has pcaietrated to shed a mental ray on»t]ie 
thick solitudes of Orsova. 

Chest has’' beeir plaguing me a good deal the 
last five, or six days—in some d(gree, [)crhaps, 
my OW'D fault; for, on first entering, I was in the 
habit of going to a well in the court, hauling up 
buckets of water, and pouring them over my body. 
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I had hoped by this moans to gain strength, and 
diminish scnsjjiiility to cold, but I was mistaken. 
The Doctor visits us all twice a-day, at eight a. m. 
and five P. m. It so happens that at those two 
hours I am always in bed—not having (juitied my 
oouch for the dAy in the morning, and lying down 
upon it for an hotir after dinner. The little man, 
however, gives me the credit for a greater capacity 
of sleep than I deserve, and many are the shrugs 
and ejaculations he makes on entering my room. 
“ Semper dormis!” and “ Quomodo vales V' are 
generally the only remarks he favours me with. 
Poor little mdiVi ! his is a most Avretched duty; and 
y(!t he performs it with much seeming alacrity. 
His pay for tall this dirty work, amounts to but 
600 florins a-year—equal to £60 Sterling ! 

^'’osterday I finished the pcmsal of “ England, 
Russia, and Turkey,” by Urquhart. It is a work 
that sliows'no lack of talent, but I never rose from 
tlie reading of any book whose reasonings and 
opinions convinced my understanding less. In fact, 
his'Russo-phobia, and jiartiality for the Turks, are 
too glaring for his ^ '^ews to make any impression ; 
at least they made none upon "me, ahtl I doubt if 
they will do so upon any man who has been a 
month in Turkey. He is all for regeneratim! a 

i 

fine sounding word, no doubt; and avers, that 
when Turkey’s first Parliament shall have met, 
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she is safe from the grasp of the Autocrat.. A 
Parliament of Turks save their couqtry!! Prodi¬ 
gious ! His abuse of the Russians is of the most 

rabid sort, charging thei[r Government with tlie 

% 

foulest* and most unscrupulous political atrocity. 

I 

It is not my wish or province to b« the defender ®f 
Russia, but I certainly think tliat language such 
as Mr Urquhart makes use of respecting her, is 
neither decorous on his part, nor calcuhited to ad¬ 
vance the credit of his., own views. I have lent 
the work to the Czar, tolling him to beware of the 
vimgeanco it breathes against his country. Ht' 
said nothing, but smiled significaittly, as ihuch 
as to say, Mr Urquhart may thunder till he is 
hoarse, but Russia will go on her way, little heecb 
ful of his denuncitations. He is really an astonish¬ 
ing fellow' our Czar—a living dictionary of know¬ 
ledge and of languages. At first I took him for 
an Englishman; the Baron never doubted he was 
a German ; and the Smyrna Jew, who is an Italian, 
sot him down as a countryman. Ther^ was no 
Frenchman in the steamer, otherwise he wtAdd 
have been equally deceiyed. Add to these four 
languagcis (bt'sidcsr' his own), I hoard him make 
himself understood in Sclavonian, in some of the 

baz<aars in Bulgaria. He has travelled over eveiy 

« 

inch of Europe, and is now returning from an ex¬ 
tensive tour in the East, comprehending a voyage 
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up the Nile, a visit to Mount Sinai, Jerusalem, 
and even to I^ctra. Wherever ho goes, ho has his 
eyes and ears wide open, and no man carries more 
away with him,.in shajjo of accurate observation 

4 

and sound inference, lie has seen more 'of the 
Highlands of Ssotland than I liave done. Ireland 
and lilngland, tooj, ho knows tln.ionghly. V'estc'r- 
daySir Edwin and I were <lisputingona point con¬ 
nected with the succession to lu'operty in England ; 
the Czar interfered, and paid he believ(‘(l wo were 
both wrong; but we rcjecte 1 his decision of the 
rpicstion; upon which he stepj)ed into his room, 
and * forthwith returned with an immense folio of 
not<extracti'd in his own handw riting from 
piackstoiio’s j^kunmentaries, and without difttcnlty 
or delay, ho turned up the passage, which proved 
him to be in the right. What may bo his voca¬ 
tion, whether travelling us an independent ama¬ 
teur, or as*- an agent of his Govenimc'nt, w(‘ know 
not, for ho is a m.an of exceeding reserve of cha¬ 
racter, but I do not think ho is in his country’s 
service. With a set of men like him at the ho.ml 
of affairs, it is little 'bonder Russia makes such on- 
ward strides. She exhibits the specta^ilo of first-rate 
talent and intelligence of the few, and the grossest 
ignorance and even barb.'irism of the many. Here is 
the secret of her strength :—Men so well t’’ained 
and versed in human nature as the Russian function- 
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aries, can wield at will the brute energies of the 
nation. We often have long and kopn discussions 
on political subjects, on which, so long as they re¬ 
late to other countries, tli<) Czar expresses himself 
freely ^ but when the subject coyies near home, ho 
retreats behind a curtain of resetv'C. It is diflSi- 
cult to know what are his precij%3 opinions, but it 
Is impossible that so enligliteued a man can be 
other than a liberal in his heart, altliongli expedi¬ 
ency, or (?onMtitutional caution, will not allow him 
to pass strictiu’cs on his own CovtTnmcnt, lest, 
possibly, ‘‘ a chiel should be takin notes,” and he 
might get into trouble at homo. #n the whole, 
though a!i exceedingly reserved, and perhaps a 
mysterious character, he is one of th'* most learnetl, 
observant, and enlightened men 1 have for a long 
time mot with; and wore I the Autocrat of all 
the Russias, and had a difficult and delicate poli- 

If* 

tical mission to execute, Constantine llrone is the 
man 1 would select. 

If 

H 

./?% 14.—My fears for the poor German Inive 
been in part realized. Between eleven an^l twelve 
o’clock last night, ^hilc preparing to go to bed, I 
heard a rush made at ray door, and the words, 
“ Doctor,” “ Doctor,” eagerly pronounced. 1 in¬ 
stantly opene<l it, and found the poor 'invalid 


VOL. II. 
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leaning against the wall, with a spit-box in his hand 
half-full of florid blood. Ho was trembling all over, 
and still coughing up largo mouthfuls. I assisted 
him to bed, and* la;d hrn flat down, never, as I 
thought, to rise again. His eyes wore suiik and 
fixed, as in dealh,—his face that of a corpse,— 
pulse nearly impftrceptiblc, and a ^old sweat all 
over the body. Yet in this state he clung fondly 
to life, ami extending his hand, and in a voice half 
choked by the life-blood cising in his throat, im- 
ploHfd of me “ not to lot him die.” What could I 
do i Nothing. To bleed him was out of the (pies- 
tion. 1 covdl't'd him up, put hot bottles to his 
feet, which were as cold as lead, and gave him a 
riouthfvd of j!»jur drink. In half an hour he be¬ 
came} warm, the blood returnc<l to the surface, the 
breathing became loss oppressed, and his coun¬ 
tenance changed from that of a dea<l to a living 
man; but 'ho continued at intervals to cough up 
mouthfuls of bloody sputa. Every one was in bod 
except myself. 1 alarmed the watch : the tocsin was 
sodnded, and the Doctor of the establishment sent 
for- l/i about an 1: >ur and a half both the medi¬ 
cal men made their appcaranc'C—a file of soldiers 
at their backs. They entered in the greatest trepi¬ 
dation, holding out their sticks to guard against 

I 

contact. 1 explained in dog Latin that it was a 
case of alarming hsemoptysia, and totally uncon- 
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iiccted with plague—in proof of which I produced 
the spit-box, but neither would look within u mile 
of it. At length the old man put his head in at 
the door—masked the patient if lie had thirst, and 
instantly retreated, saying ho wpuld send an emul¬ 
sion. I Silt about an hour with thb poor man after 
their departure, and on his expressing a wish to go 
to sleep, left him with the servant i)lacod at the 
door. This morning ho has rallied w»udorfully. 
VV'^ho woidd have thought he had so much life in 
liini f ]3ut ho Jiovors on the brink of eternity. I 
enjoin silence, rest, and abstinence. It is a sweet 
emulsion of almonds that the Doctors have sent; 
which, if it do little good, will do no harm. He 
wiis in bed at the moment of the Tupturo of tike 
vessid, and the immediate cause was probably the 
change in the density of the atmosj>hero caused b}' 
a violent thunder-storm which was passing at tin? 
time. How is such a man to travel*to Trieste ^ 
For myself, I would not ensure him till we are out of 

the Lazaret; and should he die hero, it is probable 

« 

we shall have an extension of (Quarantine. A d(Jath 
from whatever cause occurring in a Lazaret, has 
always a suspicions characler, and I have no great 
hopes of the intercession in our behalf of the Doc¬ 
tors, with the military 8uj)erintendent. 

An hour ago, an English traveller, passing down 
the Danube on his way to Persia, came to visit us 
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through the grating. From him we learned that 
the King of EogLand had died on the 24th ultimo. 
This is an important event; and, strange enough, 
one that I had 0 ft 9 n pBodicted to Sir E. P. wo 
should hoar at Vienna; and yet we had’never 
heard a word oP his illness. What an interesting 
moment to be in‘England, or indeed in any other 
])art of Europe than the Lazaret of Orsova! but 
for this ehanc«) travolhsr wo might have boon six 
months hero and not havo learned it. 

No answer has been returned to a petition which 

we all subscribed for a diminution of our durance, 

« 

and probably hone will come: hence we shall not 
get out till the 21st; and as the boat for Pcsth 
s«ils from Drertkova on that day, we shall bo obliged 
to wait foi’ six days until the dei)arturo of the 
next boat. On many of the [)ai'ty this is a hard¬ 
ship. For myself, time being no obje(;t, I am not 
sorry, as I sliall have an o])portunity of visiting the 
Baths of Mahadiah, only three hours’ drive I'rom 
Orsova. *rheso are now much fro(iuentod by inva¬ 
lids' from Hungary, Sorvia, Wallachia, and Bul¬ 
garia. The waters ai o sulphurous, and have a high 
efficacy in all cutaneous affections, for ^ho cure of 
which they are chiefly resorted to. It will be 
amusing to sec a reunion of four nations all differing 

ft 

from each other, and new to mo; besides it will afford 
a field for observing the diseases of the skin. The 
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weather continues variable, with frequent thunder- 
storms, causing a close and oppressive atmosphere. 


July 20.—Our last day of durance ! To-morrow 
wo are'free! and the note of preparation for de- 

I 

paiture is heard on all sides. Thtt invalid is still 
in the land of the living, and has had no return, be¬ 
yond occasional streaks of blood in the sputa. He 
thinks he has now renewed his lease of life,; that all 
the evil humours of his,body were discharged on 
the night of the attack! in proof whereof he ad¬ 
duces, that the bugs, and fleas, and muscpiitoes, 
which formerly eschewed his body, nc^ fasten with 
eagerness upon him! 1 am glad it is not to nn; 

that he expresses his ardent hopes<j It would bo 
as cruel to blight them, as it would bo sinful to <m- 
iiourago tliem. Meantimo he prepares to depart. 
T1 k> distance to Dreukova is twelve hours. I have 


strongly enjoined the necessity of his d)esj)eaking 
the easiest waggon to bo had in Orsova for his own 
(express accommodation; but the first joit on the 
road may cost him his life. We have bribed the 
steamer to wait for us. Mons. Fry, Ex,-private 
Sticretary of King Otlio, got up a paper proposing 
fifty florins of bonus to bo paid by the party. As 
the others all signed, I did so likewise: hence we 
(;annot go to Mahadiah, and I am disappointed* 
'J'he weather is bother, but I am not so well as 
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on entering. A voyage of eight or ton more 
days is beforctus to Vienna, besides the jolting of 
the waggon to Drenkova to-morrow. I would 
never recommend a traveller to ascend the Danube. 
Goin^ down is all yery well: there is then rio qua¬ 
rantine, and the* whole voyage is performed in ten 
er twelve days. Neither should n. solitary traveller 
•;v<u* embark on such a voyage. From the arrange¬ 
ments ofothe Lazaret he cannot have quarters t«^ 
himself, ami to bo shut up with a set of Jews, or 
low Franks, would be the bitterest ingredient in th«j 
cup of his captivity. For myself, 1 have had nothing 
to desire in tkis respect, and, in addition to the en¬ 
lightened society of Sir F. F. and my other com¬ 
panions, 1 haive had fi-ee access to his travelling 
library. In short, now that the time is over, I 
look back upon it without feelings of regret. I 
have read a pood deal—slept a great deal—and 
smoked a 'fast deal. In these occupations, varied 
by good society, time has passed smoothly, and 
oven profitably. 

On board the “ Francis 7.”— Semlin, ten P. M. 

i f 

July 22.—Admitted to pratiqhe yesterday. The 
Doctor entered my j*ooin at five A. M. with the 
usual salutation—“ Quomodo vales V' On an¬ 
swering “ Bene,” he rejoined—“ Ergo pestein non 
habes!” and extended his baud for me to shake. 
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This was the magic touch that unbarred the gates 
of our prison-house! The formalities of the Cus¬ 
tomhouse occupied a couple of hours. ^Vt length 
the waggons made their appearance—open carts, 
withoift hood or covering of any sort. We drove 
to the village of Orsova, where there was a delay 
of many hours touching passportsr Dined at twelve, 
and wandered through the town, which is clean and 
nourishing, and beautifully situato 

Through an open window I was witness of a 
curious ceremony:—that of a woman indulging in 
the most extravagant and riotous grief over a cof¬ 
fin, which, from its size, must havo'^contained the 
body of a child, or very young person. From 
having taken her place at the windo’v, it seemed a 
if she courted the public gaze: her gesticulations 
were violent in the extreme—tearing of hair, 
wringing of hands, and boating her bosom; her 
bowlings, too, wore hideous. 1 know' not if she 
were tlie mother, but I suspect, from the extrava¬ 
gance of the woo, she could not have st3od in s(j 
near a relation to the deceased. Certain it is she 
moved no sympathy in mo. Methought ‘^tho tears 
live in an onion that should water her sorrow.’' 
Hers was not 

tiie grief that <loi?s nut speak, 

Which whispers tlic *fcr-fraught heart, and bids it bruak.*' 
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It was two o’clock before we started: the day 
had been lovely until we were in the act of step¬ 
ping into the waggon, when a heavy thunder¬ 
shower greeted' our departure. It soon passed 
away, how ever, and was followed by a brief ihough 
tjreacherous interval of sunshine. Nothing can bo 
finer than the fiffet four houi'a of the drive: the 
road skirts the edge of the Danube, v^bich is hero 
extremely narrow and rapid, and hemmed in be¬ 
tween majestic rocks, much more romantic and 
precipitous than those between (JIadova and Dr- 
sova. Here is, pro\)erly speaking, the Iron Gate. 
A number of Avorkmen w'ere eng.age<l on the road— 
a great pai't of wliicli seems new, and frequently 
passes tlirough a channel blasted in the rook. The 
interval of sunshine lasted only for half an hour; 
when the rain rc'commenced—at first a slight driz¬ 
zle, gradually becoming heavier and heavi(?r—at 
length descending in torrents. During the last 
three hours it fell as from buckets—the lightning 
flashed \^ith a blinding brilliancy—and the thunder 
roared most awfully. Vtsrily, “ a naughty night to 
swim iii!” The darkness was extreme—and the 
road in many parts most dangerous. An upset, 
which one of our horses had more than once 
nearly occasioned, would have tumbled us into the 
Danube. The gkw-wonn and fire-fly shed their 
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mimic lights on our path despite the pelting of the 
flood. Their tiny torches, the ligtitning of the 
heavens, and the instinct of our horses, were all we 
had to rely on. Sir Edwii) and I were in the same 
cart, trying to endure with the best grace we could. 
It was quite impossible to smoh^. I made an 
attempt, but the rain soon acted the part of ex¬ 
tinguisher. It was exactly midnight when the 
cavalcade reached Drenkova. Never have I had 
such a ten hours’ rideI was drenched to the 
bones, and my joints nearly dislocated by the jolting 
of the waggon. But present discomfort was no¬ 
thing compared with dread of consequences. * My 
fears were not confined to myself; the poor Invalid 
and Baron claimed a large share of d^hem. There 
is no inn, or semblance even of an inn, at Drenkova, 
hence we had to take refuge in the steamer. What 
a comfortless reception was ours ! I was the first 
to enter the cabin ; the waiters were fhst asleep ; 
one solitary candle, with a wick two inches long, 
shed a glimmer of light through the gloomy space. 
1 took possession of a comor of a bench as Kbd. 
My effects were soaked through and tKroaigh,- 
flimsy Turkish truflk which I bought at Constan¬ 
tinople having been no protection. I searched in 
vain for a single dry article of dress, and must have 
remained either in my wet clothes, or “ in puris 
VOL. n. . D 



234 


DANUBE. 


naturalibus/' all night, but for the well-timed loan 
of a shirt a;id blanket from Sir Edwjn, whose 
trunks had oil-skin covers, and thereby escaped. 
The poor Invalid was ip woful plight, but he had 
contrived to keep his portmanteau dry. *• 

« What a scene presented in the cabin this morn¬ 
ing ! Floor, benches, and tables, strewed with gar¬ 
ments, wet as if wrung out of the Danube—con¬ 
fusion an,d misery! Strange to say, no one has 
as yet been a sufferer. „I fully expected an at¬ 
tack of bronchitis, and that the Baron's fever would 
have returned; but we have all escaped hitherto. 
“ He who tevapereth the wind to the shorn lamb,” 
hath enabled us to come scaithless through the 
ptorm. 1 su/fer nothing farther than a stiff and 
bruised feeling in the back from the jolting of the 
cart. 

It is disgraceful in the Steam Company not to 
provide beiter accommodation for passengers; they 
might surely supply covered instead of open carts; 
or, at ad events, furnish sufficient tarpaulins to 
protect the baggage. The captain of the steamer, 
instea4 of slumbering in bed, should have been up 
to do what he coula for our comfort. We had paid 
him £5 for waiting, and he knew perfectly we 
nmst arrive last night; yet ho left us to go supper¬ 
less to bed, after a ride of ten hours. At four 
A. M. we started; at eight o'clock the sun shone 
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out, and the deck was covered with wet garments. 
The boa^is sixty-horse* power, and l^ing so much 
a-meal; charges high, and wine hardly drinkable. 
With an additional numbQ;r of passengers, the in- 
convenience would be great. There is no bed, nor 
blanket, nor covering of any sort, ko be had. Out 
party is just large enough to occupy the whole of the 
cabin benches, so the next comers must select the 
softest plank on the floor or deck. Scen^y to-day 
was pretty and pastoral; gently waving hills of green 
grass, and new-mown hay. We are now at Sein- 
lin, the first Hungarian town on the left bank of 
the Danube, and separated from Belgrade ^the 
capital of Servia), by the river Suave. I was sur¬ 
prised to see a number of mosques apd handsome, 
minarets in Belgrade; but the Turks have still a 
garrison in the town, notwithstanding the recogni¬ 
tion of Servia as an independent State by the 
Porte—an anomalous state of affairs ! • 

Our Invalid left us here, to pursue his way to 
Trieste by land ; he squeezed my hand at ^parting, 
and said he owed his life to me. Poor man! • I 
told him it was the Great Physician, and qpt me, 
he had to thank, for«human Ineans did nothing to 
restore him. 


“ Francis /,” July 2!^.—‘Ten P. m. —Torrents of 
rain until noon; the sun then made his appearance. 
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Passed Peterwarraden at twelve; here is a bridge 
of boats acrofis the Danube', uniting that town with 
Neusatcz, on the right bank. I landed for a few' 
minutes at Neusatcz, ajud saw a number of Hun¬ 
garian peasants, wild, half-savage looking men, with 

I * 

hard features, hmg shaggy hair hanging down over 
the shoulders, immense broad-brimmed hats, loose 
wide trowsers, and shoes made af thongs of leather; 
some wore leggings of the same material. Several 
passengers came on boajrd, and the crowding be-- 
comes inconvenient; the new coiners are preparing 
to sleep on the floor. Scenery of to-day was most 
uninteresting'—the only objects to attract the eye 
being the wood-rafts floating down the river, and 
,the water-mijls; the former were small, and not to 
compare, as to the picturesque, with the floating 
villages or communities to be seen on Lake Ontario, 
and the St Lawrence. The water-mills arc in 
great numbers, built upon boats moored in the 
stream, occasionally above a dozen in a row, re¬ 
sembling a little village, each house having its own 
peculiar boat. The families do not sleep in these 
floating abodes, which in winter are all taken to 
pieces, and houseu till the disappearance of ice 
from the Danube. A similar precaution is re¬ 
quired with the bridges of boats; hence, the ac¬ 
commodation to the public is but temporary ; the 
descending masses of ice would carry all before 
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them. The breadth of the river in various places 
to-day must have exceeded a mile, spd its shores 
are flat, swampy, and overflowed. 

* • » - 

t 

July*2A .—At length we have a fine day! The 

• * * 

Captain tells me it is almost the first he has seeit. 

Rain, eternal rain, hitherto. Called at two villages 
—the name of the Hist Mohatoh, which we reached 
at 5 p. M. ; it is famous as the battle-field v^here the 
' last King of Hungary fell. •Wont ashore, and walked 
through the village; the houses are clean and sub¬ 
stantial, but the streets are of an absurd breadth. 
Notices in the Hungarian languages were pdsted 
in various places—a most incomprehensible tongue, 
and like to no other; but every one sspeaks Latii\ 
here. A fresh addition of passengers came on 
board—the cabin is extremely crowded, and the 
deck entirely taken up by huge bales of cotton, 
piled up one above another, leaving only a narrow 
passage on the larboard side. The cotton was taken 
on board at Semlin. Musquitoes were in m^iads be¬ 
low. Sleep would have been out of the question, bud 
they not been destroyed by fumigation : TCh© win¬ 
dows were closed, the light/ removed, the door left 
wide open, and some herbs were burned in the 
cabin. I could only learn their Hungarian name; 
however, their anti-musquitic virtues are unques¬ 
tionable. W e ranged ourselves near the door, and 
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smote them down with towels in thousands, as they 
made for th(r only exit left to avoid suffocation. 
In a quarter of an hour, scarce a single enemy re¬ 
mained, and, iif consequence, loud dnd deep are 
the slumbers of n\any now around me. 

July 25.—Pasi^d a most wretched night—crowd¬ 
ed state of cabin intolerable; evfty inch of the floor, 
all the stools, and even the tables, were used as 
bods. Atmosphere positively pestilential. Could 
not sleep. One man on the floor kept us all awake, 
—^he snored like a rhinoceros; positively I never 
hoard such stfange unearthly sounds. It was laugh¬ 
able for a time, but soon became past a joke. At 
;nidnight the <Tew, who could submit no longer, got 
up and awoke him—he had no easy task of it. It 
was our turn now, and I for one fell asleep. 

I feel extremely tired of this voyage, and long for 
the luxury*of a bed, which I have not known since 
quitting Constantinople. The crowding is both 
disagreeable and unwholesome,' and some of the 
mdlst indispensable necessaries of life. are wanting. 
It was with great difficulty, and not without tread¬ 
ing on a man's head, t&at I co&ld pick my way to 
the door last night. We reach Pesth to-morrow 
morning—a cheering prospect truly. These boats 
must pay handsomely. The Captain of this one 
t^ me he takes an average of 4000 florins each trip 
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from Pesth to Drenkova and back again. Were it 
not for the losses in the lower portion of the river, 
the company would soon be rich. It has blown a 
cold piercing north wind ^ day^ with occasional 
wet squalls—a November, rather than a July day. 
Had my hat carried away by a» sudden gust-^ 
strange enough, I had saved it fr^m a watery grave 
in the Seine, to peiish in the Danube! 

Pesth, July 27.— Ni^e p. m. —Arrived here at 
eight A. M. yesterday. Put up at the Jager Horn, a 
large and magnificent hotel, with the word “ Will- 
kommen” (welcome), written in prominent letters 
over the stair-case. Pesth is a beautiful town*>-as 
such at all events it strikes me—qjnerging from 
the barbarism of the East. It has spacious and well 
paved streets, substantial stone houses, elegant 
shops, excellent hackney coaches, a handsome 
theatre, an establishment of sweet aad mineral 
baths, and lastly, a public reading-room and li¬ 
brary ( 0 a 9 ino) that would do honour tetany city 
in the heart of Europe. To the traveller arriving 
from the East, it is an unspeakable luxur^r to find 
himself all at once the mitlst* of the comforts and 
agr&mem of life. Both yesterday and to-day I passed 
many hours in the Ca 9 ino, to which I was readily 
admitted without introduction, although, Ily the 
rules of the establishment, it is necessary to be in¬ 
troduced by a member. The respectably stranger. 
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however, passing through the town, has only to pre¬ 
sent himself at the door, to bo at once admitted. 

t ’ 

G^ignani is the only English journal taken in; but 
there are quan^ties of ^French papers, and like¬ 
wise the Edinburgh, and Quarterly B>eviews.< I did 

t 

not See Blackwood, but a Hungarian gentleman 
told me it was ^Iso taken. Nothing can surpass 
the order, and cleanliness of the institution. In a 
saloon adjoining the reading-rooms, there are two 
beautiful billiard tables—^the walls of the room or- ' 
namented with a number of sporting prints, horse¬ 
racing, &;c., both English and native, for the turf 
is a favourite^,amusement with the Hungarians. In 
one of the reading-rooms smoking is allowed, and a 
collection of ^iretty little pipes, all ready charged, 
with taper and matches at hand, is at the service of 
the subscriber or visitor. The opposite part of the 
building is devoted to a library of books in every 
language, *of great extent, and choice selection. 
Nothing, in short, is wanting in this superb esta- 
blishmeqt, which says much for the civilization and 
intelligence, and even the political liberty, of the 
Hungarians. Count Schekeni, the same distin¬ 
guished patriot to whose inflbence and exertions 
the steam navigation of the Danube owes its rise, 
was the founder of the Ca 9 ino. I do not know the 

a 

etttot* number of members—450 I think. No en- 
ifance-money is required, but there is an annual 
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subscription of 50 florins (£5 Sterling), and the 
election is by ballot, t found a fil(v of Galignani, 
which has put me au courant'*' with the interest¬ 
ing events connected with .the beginning of the new 
reign 4n England. It surprised me not a little to 
And that the heat and drought hadibeen so great ^ 
London. Verily it has not been »o on the Danube. 

Last night 1 wont to the theatre. The house is 
exceedingly elegant, and was filled by gi most re¬ 
spectable audience; the, play a comedy, and the 
performers, judging from their spirit and manner, 
were far above mediocrity. The only thing to be 
regretted was the bad lighting of th* house; Isut I 
make no doubt, from the onward impulse at work 
here, that the theatre and streets j^nd shops wiljl 
ore long be lighted with gas. 

Yesterday I crossed the Bridge of Boats to the 
town of Ofen, exactly opposite to Pesth. The 
Palatine, who is uncle of the reigning Biuperor, re¬ 
sides here. Ofen is strongly fortified, and the view 
from tho ramparts, on which there is ^ prome¬ 
naded sheltered by an avenue'of acacias, is* an 
extensive one. The surrounding country is cul¬ 
tivated with the vine, and the* wine is the best in 
Hungary. I drank of it both yesterday and to¬ 
day at dinner, and with infinite relish after the 
sour trash of the steamboat. On crossihg' the 
bridge, a trifling pontage is exacted from all who 
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have not the privilege of nobility. My companion 
and myself walked aqj^oss without interruption, so 
that the guardian must have set us down as 
nobles. These abound m Hungary—^the peasant 
who ploughs his little farm, and the mechanic who 

I * 

e 9 >ms his bread by the sweat of his brow, are often 
mhle. They paymo' taxes, and enjoy all the pri¬ 
vileges of the “ haute noblesse,” except that of sit¬ 
ting in the Chamber of Peers. They have even a 
jail to themselves, as it would be considered the last 
step of degradation for an illustrious criminal to be 
immured with the ignoble delinquent! This is a 
strange anomaly in a country which is governed by 
a liberal constitution, which elects its own repre- 
^ntatives, wlwre the vote is by ballot, and the 
sufirage universal. The maintenance of the abuse 
must depend on the great numbers who are clothed 

with the escutcheon of nobility. 

* * 

Presburg, July 29 .— p.m. —Left Pesth at 
eight A.H.^yesterday, in the boat “Arpad,” of eighty- 
hoi«e power, and with double deck, somethingrafter 
the manper of the American boats. There were a 
hundred passengei*8, and^ineals w'ere served under an 
awning. The weather, fortunately, was delightful, 
and almost all slept upon deck. Had it rained, we 
musi lAsve been suffocated below, and obliged to sit 
bedt upright all night. As it happened, 1 had room to 
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stretch myself on one of the cuddy benches on which 
I slept profoundly. *On ^proRching Presbuig, 
the windings of the Danube are most remarkable, 
and the current is of great velocity; two men were 
constantly at the helm, but it was with difficulty 
they could keep the vessel from driving ashore. On 
one occasion, we were swept within a few feet of a 
sand bank. 

Among the passengers, I had the pleasure of 
* making the acquaintance of a Hungarian noble¬ 
man (Loyola D’Orasay by name), with whom I had 
a great deal of conversation in French. I found 
him a most • enlightened man, and** perfectly ac¬ 
quainted with the past history and present political 
condition of England. He told m^ there was no 
nation of Europe which his countrymen respected 
so much as England; and that no stranger was so 
heartily welcomed in Hungary as the Englishman. 
Of the celebrated British Statesmen, Earl Grey 
was his especial favourite. I never heard a more 
glowing, and, in my opinion, juster eulogium, than 
he passed on the high and consistent cht^actei^of 
that distinguished nobleman, whom he proi^ounced 
“ homme sans pared dans l*hi(^oire d’Angleterre.” 
He then discussed Lord Brougham, for whose 
genius and eloquence he expressed a high adnura- 
tion; but he regretted deeply, in common with iny- 
self, and many others, 1 believe, that his elevation 
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to the Peerage had removed him from the floor of 
the House of /Jommous, where alone he was calcu¬ 
lated to shine. Indeed, he remarked, that he con¬ 
sidered Brougham’s staik to be on the wane, from 


the day he quitted the leadership of the opposition 
ip the Houso of«Commons. 

The heads of the Tory party were next brought 
on the tapis, but now the language of praise was 
exchanged for that of censure. I was really quite 
surprised at the intimate Aknowlcdgo he displayed 
even of the most trivial political transactions of my 
country. Although he does not speak English, he 
reads it with facility, and says he always looks with 
impatience for the arrival of the Edinburgh Re- 
yiew at the Cg^ino. Having discussed the politics 
of England, he gave me a sketch of the history and 
present condition of Hungary. He was a member 
of the last diet, which sat for three years, and was 
only recently dissolved. The Constitution of Hun¬ 
gary is not unlike that of England; it has two 
Chambers—the first consisting of two hundred 
members, elected by universal suffrage and by bal¬ 
lot, and,, sent to the diet rather as delegates than 
free representatives. On every^mportant question, 
they aro obliged to Consult the wishes of the ma¬ 
jority of their constituents. The second Chamber, 
or^Hb^se of Lords, is composed of the haute nohlem^ 
amd has much the same privileges as our Upper 
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House; but the authority of the Palatine is merely 
nominal, as the bills that pass both. Houses must 
be ratified at Vienna, where Mcttemioh is Pala¬ 
tine, Emperor, and all. , , 

At Jbhree o'clock to-day we* reached Presburg, 
whore I bade adieu to my agreeable aoquainiance. 
A carriage was in waiting to convey him to a 
country-seat in the neighbourhood. On parting he 
gave me his card, expressed many civilities and 
good wishes, and, after ^ a cordial squeeze of the 
hand, and a hearty kiss in spite of our grizzly 
moustaches, jumped into his carriage and set off. 

Presburg is a pretty town, with ank air of “nnuch 
cleanliness and comfort, as indeed 1 have found all 
the towns and oven villages of Hungary to possess^ 
A bridge of boats 330 paces in breadth stretches 
across the Danube, and conducts to some fine and 
shady walks, where I lounged away the afternoon 
in the midst of a largo assemblage of well-dressed 
men and pretty women, enjoying their evening 
promenade. The boat starts at five A. M, to-mdr- 
row for Vienna, to arrive there about ^the same 
hour in the evening. To-morrow will be the thirty- 
eighth day since I embarked (m the Bosphorus. It 
has been a tedious and uncomfortable voyage, and 
one I would not perform over again upon any consi¬ 
deration. Neither should I over recommend il to 
another, unless he were certain of escaping with a 
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quarantine of ten days at Orsova. The Steam 
Company mui^t provide betifer accommodations for 
the conveyance of their passengers from Gladova to 
Drenkova, if they hope,to gain the public favour. 
In a country like h^gypt open waggons might an- 
swer very well, but they are but ill adapted to the 
rainy shores of the lower Danube. Meantime, I 
congratulate myself on having escaped with no 
other injmy than a bad cold, which has been 
hanging about me during the last three or four 
days. 

Vienna. —ffofel “ArcA-DuX:e OkarUa” August 5. 
—Out of bed to-day for the first time since my 
arrival in Viepna. I awoke on the morning of the 
30th at Presburg, with a sharp pain in the right 
side. During the voyage up the river it kept in¬ 
creasing, and at midnight became so insupportable, 
that 1 had to rise from bed, and, groping through 
the passage until I found a bell, rang it loudly, and 
regained cny room with difficulty. In a few minutes 
thei head waiter made his appearance. I ordered 
him to call a Physioiaiv and was rejoiced to learn 
that there was one living in thee house. In half an 
hour the waiter returned with his so-ccMed physi¬ 
cian, but the manner in which he began to examine 
mp;; ]^]$ved at onoe that he was an arrant quack; 
besides, he knew not a word of French, nor Latin 
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enough to understand “ Fiat vensesectio instanter."* 
I told the waiter that I must be instantly bled: he 
interpreted this to the man of soap (for he is n 
barber), who felt my pulse—looked, doubtingly, and 
desire4 the waiter to ask if ** I had ever been bled 
before." This ridiculous question irritated nie be¬ 
yond any thing—^the pain was so i|.cute that 1 could 
scarcely breathe or speak, and, with a threatening 
look, 1 presented my naked arm, and pointed to 
I the proper vein. He went away presently, and re- 
turned with a lancet, or rather Acme, for it entered 
the vein with a spring: however, the blood gushed 
out in a full stream, and os it flowed.,I felt speedy 
relief. After one large cupful had been drawn he 
wished to stop the orifice, but I would not permit 
him. At length, after a second was filled, he tied 
up my arm in spite of me: it was the quantity, and 
not the amount of relief, that the blockhead consi¬ 
dered. My breathing was now comparatively easy; 
but in an hour the pain returned. 1 sent for him 
again, and ordered him to undo the bandage. 


and let the blood flow until the pain should en¬ 
tirely subside. With much difficulty I prevailed 
on him to do so, and, with a dSscharge of a third 
large cupful, I felt in paradise. It was now two 
A.M., and I slept till seven; at that time the 
Courier of Sir E. P. (unfortunately for mo. Sir E. 


* Open a vein instantly. 
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himself had been left behind* at Presburg, and did 
not arrive tilj three days afterwards) brought the 
physician of the British Embassy to see me. To 
that gentleman I am mpst deeply indebted: for he 
has attended me throughout with a father’s care. 
Dr 6choeffer h^yffe is his name; and, strange 
enough, he is a ^aduate of the Edinburgh Univer- 
ty. Indeed, from his accent and appearance, I could 
hardly persuade myself that he was not St Scotch¬ 
man. He speaks Englisl;^ perfectly, although it is 
thirty-five ^ears since he took his degree in Edin¬ 
burgh. 1 have seldom met with a more kind and 
attentive, mao-. His treatment was precisely what 
an English physician would have ordered under 
similar circuipstances, viz. aniiraonials, and a large 
blister to the seat of pain. I thank a gracious 
(rod, to whose repeated “ mercies it is, that I am 
not consumed,” I am now entirely free from 
pain, and >nsufFer only from rawness of chest and 
great debility. Dr Schceffer told me that the so- 
dubbed physician who bled me, is nothing buf a 
ba»fber-surgeon, and keeps a shop at the door of 
the inn, whore his apprentices exercise the art of 
shaving, until, like'thte master, promoted to the 
higher duties of phlebotomy and tooth-drawing. 

This is a very large and good hotel, but the 
raott Expensive in Vienna. I pay 4s. a-day for a 
dark dismal chamber looking into a narrow court. 
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My intention on coming was to stay only one night 
until I could provide a lodging; bftt illness has 
forced me to remain. 

• • 

14.—807 8tock-ei8-m-pl<Uz .— Remove^from 
the “ Arch-Duke Charles” on the 7th, and am now 
lodged in a handsome and commodious apartment 
in the s^e stair with Dr Schoeffer, at the moderate 
charge of 2s. a-day. Feel my strength "returning 

4 

rapidly: fortunately the* weather has been most 
propitious: there has not been a drop of rain since 
my arrival, and the thermometer has s^dom been 
under 80® Fahrenheit! * 

Vienna is a well-paved, common-place town, with 
good streets and houses, but with fe\^ne buildings* 
to attract admiration. The cathedral is a hand- 
some Gothic edifice, and in one of the gardens there 
is a temple built after the model of the beautiful 
Temple of Theseus at Athens. Althou^ the pro¬ 
portions hero are the same, or nearly so, it is sur¬ 
prising how inferior the model is to the original: 
hence it is not mere exactness of dim^sion and 
size that imparts architectural^ace—the Ancient 
temple is the aristocratic, the modern the plebeian 
belle. It was built expressly to contain a master¬ 
piece of Canova—representing Theseus killing the 
Centaur, which was purchased by the Austrian 
Government at the price of £20,000. As a work 
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of statuary it is certainly fa^tless, only I think the 
muscular linelb in the right arm and side of Theseus 
are not sufficiently developed. 

Vienna has oho ..nast^ characteristic over other 
largeucities—namely, in the abominable smells that 
greet the nose at every turn. Whatever house or 
hotel you enter, in the largest or the smallest 
street, no matter where, the empire of Oloacina is 
supreme.' The nuisance is no doubt greater now 
than at other times, on' account of the extreme 
heat; but where is the boasted medical police of 
the Germans when such a state of things is tole- 
rated! The* town is surrounded by a wall and 
ditch, and fofhis the centre of a circle whose radii 
'consist of gskdens and promenades, and the cir¬ 
cumference of fambourps. These are also sur¬ 
rounded by a wall and ditch, and form a second 
city, less compact and dense, but covering a far 
greater extent, and more popidous, 1 should ima¬ 
gine, than the town itself. ^ 

In no*city have I ever seen a gayer population— 
pleasure seems the sole object in life of the Viennese. 
Every Evening the ^gardens are filled with company, 

Ci I 

-^bands of music are in attendance, and ices and 
refreshments of all sorts served out. The women 
arejp^tty certainly, but neither beautiful nor grace- 
The general character of expression is one of 
gentleness and accessibility, c The well dressed 
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stranger may accost almost any lady he meets with 
in the gardens, without the necessity*of a previous 
introduction. 

Two days ago, I passed *the fordnoon in visiting 
the chief hospital,—a young German, M. D.^^tro- 
duced to me by Dr Schoeffer Fylfe,*having acted as 
Cicerone. It is a vast instituticm, containing up* 
wards of 2000 beds, and having special wards set 
apart for the different departments of medicine, such 
as the eye, the skin, &c. The clinical lectures are all 
delivered in Latin— a, ridiculous enough preference 
of a dead over a living language, and serving only to 
mystify a subject, that, above every bther, should 
be treated with clearness. Behind the great hos* 
pital is an institution for the treatmetit of lunatics,* 
in the form of a round tower, and consisting of five 
stories, each floor being divided into an equal num¬ 
ber of small cells. I went over the whole of the 
institution: economy of space seems its* chief re¬ 
commendation, for it is deficient in air and light. 

In the skin-wards of the General Hospithl I was 
surprised to see some of the patients lying between 
two large fleecy sheep-skins, with the whole body 
covered up to the mouth: the thermometer at the 
time was upwards of 80° Fahrenheit, and the poor 
devils were literally “ dissolving into dew.”^ On 
asking my conductor the meaning of this strange 
treatment, he told me that such was the discip- 
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line always administered to itch patients. They 
are first rubbed with sulphur-ointment, and then 
smothered for forty-eight hours in sheep-skins. 
This is certainly a baTbarism in physic that I could 
hardl;^ have believed possible in the nineteenth cen¬ 
tury. I wish the physioiou who practises it no 
worse than an at£ack of itch himself, and a similar 
means of cure. Why melt a man away for the re¬ 
moval of a malady that eight days of the simplest 
treatment in the world are generally sufficient to 
effect? Judging from the prescriptions written 
over the acute cases, I should say, the German prac¬ 
tice was imd\fay between the energy of the English, 
and the expectancy of the French system. Vienna 
has but one other hospital, and as a school for the 
English student, is not to be compared with Paris. 

Yesterday I accompanied my friends the Baron 
and Sir E. P. to the Imperial Stables. Although 
the Emperor and his court are pow absent, we saw 
above 300 horses quietly eating their heads off in 
the stalls. Surely this is an unjustifiable waste of 
the public money, and proves the truth of the say¬ 
ing, that the tra^ pipgs of monarchy cost more than 
the whole government of a Republic. 

The “ Belvidere” is the only collection of paint- 

inigs I have seen. It contains a vast number—but 
1 . 

ocimparatively fe]V of the ancient master-pieces. 
Of the suburbs of Vienna, 1^ have seen only the 
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Prader, and Palace of Schoenbrun. The former U 

t 

a magnificent approach to the city thfough a triple 
avenue of well-grown oheanut trees, and on either 
side a park swarming witlf deer^ * 

Schfenbrun was tho abode of, Napoleon ^ring 
his occupation of Vienna, but I cotild not gain ad¬ 
mittance to tho interior of tho palSiCe. Tho gardens 
and grounds are pretty enough, and contain a 
number of wild boasts:—elephant, tigrrs, lions, 
&c. &c., besides a variety of other <iuadruped8 and 
birds. 

To-morrow I intend sotting out for Munich. 
Before leaving Orsova I had half enga%ed*to accom¬ 
pany Sir E. P. on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land; 
but several reasons not then existing, have madtf 
me renounce this darling project:—1st, My illness 
which, for the present at least, unfits me for tra¬ 
velling in a country where few of the commodities 
of life are to be found. 2dly, I see by the papers, 
that tho cholera is making sad havoc at Malta, 
hence the British steamer will probably be put in 
quarantine at Alexandria. 3dly, 1 hafe received 
letters from Callander, informing me that the 2dth 

• V 

of August is the day fixed for his marriage, and 
earnestly inviting me to be present at the cere¬ 
mony. This decides my movements. To ^ so 
bright a prospect of happiness open upon so old 
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and valued a friend, 1 would cheerfully undertake 
a far longer jdumey. 

Palermo, where I had thoughts of wintering, is in 
a state of open itey 9 lt, afid thousands are said to be 
dying^daily of the cholera. Were I to go to Trieste, 
•—my original intention, I should get into a labyrinth 
of cordons and qu&rantines from which I might never 
escape; and verily 1 have had enough of Lazarets. 
From Munich I can reach the Rhino, descend to 
Rotterdam, and from thence cross over to some 
mild quarter on the Channel for the winter. It 
is, however, with much sorrow and regret that 1 
relinquish 'the^society of Sir E. P. To make a tour 
through S^a in his company, would to me bo the 

w- 

greatest of sdl pleasures; but having maturely 
weighed the pros and eons^ 1 do not think I would 
be justiliod in incurring so much risk. In my wan¬ 
derings hitherto, I have been chiefly alone—having 
no fancy W attach myself to strangers—but in 
Sir E. P. I find a companion with whom I would 
cheerfully travel round the globe. His is a charac- 
tei^ but seldom to be met with. To an enlightened 
and highly cultiva'' 3d mind, he unites the highest 
tone of moral and gentlemanly feeling—an utter 
want of selfishness—a benevolence of spirit that 
has often surprised me—and, above all, a firm re- 
liang^i^n Him who is alone the wandereris friend. 
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Such I have inyariably found him, and 1 have 
seen him under circumstances where disguise was 
impossible. I have derived much pleasure from 
my intercourse with him, fund ^ Tiot too proud to 
acknowledge—much instruction .also. Ho sets out 
for Trieste to-morrow, and will Ufe guided by cir¬ 
cumstances as to proceeding to S^ria, to visit which 
is his present intention, and ardent desire. Go 
when and where he may, my best wishes ibr a pros¬ 
perous journey and safe* return, will ever go with 
him. 

Lintz, a ugu^ 18. —Left Vienna alt tlfioe o’clock 
p. M., on the 15th. My friend the Baron and my¬ 
self had engaged a return oarriag(% in which w« 
jogged along quietly and comfortably enough. The 
early rising and dust, were the chief annoyances. 
Habit soon reconciles one to the former, and some 
heavy showers that fell lost night have kllayed the 
latter. The journey occupied two and a half days, 
over a good road, and through rather *a pretty 
country, abounding in wood and dale, *rivers dnd 
corn fields. The operations of the harvest were in 
full activity, and th*e crops excellent. Much grain 
has already been out, and the reapers are busy with 
the remainder. The scythe, and not the sickle, is in 
universal use—^a very ungraceful occupation for ^he 
y%n^Jrau8. On the pontinent of Europe, one never 
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sees a well-stored stack-yard. It is a puzzle to me 
where they stew away their grain. Throughout the 
whole journey from Vienna to Lintz, I did not see 
a single stack, Gf qorn, ^nd yet half of the fields 
were bare. Large granaries are used for the pur¬ 
pose, but even they are “ few and far between.” 
In no country where I have ever been, is there such 
beautiful agricultural scenery as in England. Here, 
the eye looks in vain for the smiling hedges, the 
graceful sprinkling of wood, the undulating cha¬ 
racter of the fields, and above all, the trim rows of 
com and hay stacks of “ Merry England.” Neither 

• ^ '^ 4 . a 

is there suclf a thing as a gentleman's scat to be 
found. The wealthy of the Continent abjure the 
^sober pleasures of rural life, for the dyi and bustle 
of the crowded city. 

Mdlk is the prettiest town on the road : it stands 
on the base of a hill overlooking the Danube, and 
commanding an extensive view of the surrounding 
country. I like the inns of Germany—they are 
cleaner efiid more comfortable than those of France; 
only the beds, without exception, are a foot too 
short; and yet the Germans are not a diminutive 
people. Having the Baron with me, I have been 


at no loss for the language; but wo part to-day: 
he to go to Ratisbon, on his way to Wurtzburg—I 
t^l^unioh. I am sorry to lose the Baron. We 
have now been together since the day of quitting 
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Athens, and in all that time his character has 
shewn in the most ariliable light. JElcrluced to a 
skeleton when wo sailed from the Pirseus, he is now 
a perfect Hercules. I hayc nevei; seen so groat a 
change wrought in so short time. 

This is a large and bad inn, regdered worse to- 
day than usual by the arrival j)f the King and 
Queen of Saxony, whom, with their attendants, 1 
saw drive into the court an hour ago. ^ The king 
is a pale and delicate looking man, and is now on 
his way home from a watering place in Austria. 

The beer is good at Lintz, for the first time. In 
Hungary, Vienna, and all along thjf r«*o!c! 7 nt was 
execrable. One might be sure of nearing the fron¬ 
tier of Bavaria, from the manifest lijiprovemcnt in 
the quality of this grateful beverage. It is a 
curious circumstance, and one that 1 have never 
heard satisfactorily explained, that they make really 
good beer nowhere in Germany, except in Bavaria. 

IsCHEL, Atf^. 19.—Left Lintz at two p. m. yes¬ 
terday, by the railway—train consisted of two car¬ 
riages joined together—at different prices^—about 
thirty passengers in both-^wliole drawn by two 
horses, tandem fashion—road almost a dead level— 
rate of progress between six and seven miles— 
country uninteresting. Had intended stoppfff^ at 
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Lambaoh, but a most a^eable and elegant Ger¬ 
man lady, wh^se ^quointance I made in the car¬ 
riage, spoke so much of the beauties of this place, 
that I determined to de^te frmn my way in order 
to visit them. Accordingly, I proceeded by the 
same carriage to* the town of Gmiinden, where the 
railway ceases, add where I slept last night. The 
approach to Gmiinden must be su£'erb, for so even 
it appeared to us, although indistinctly seen by the 
light of the moon. At sj.x o’clock this morning, 
my agreeable acquaintance, her husband (a cavalry 
officer, who spoke no French), and another German 
lady ahS^entlcman, embarked at Gmiinden to de¬ 
scend the lake to Ebensoe. The morning was deli¬ 
cious, and thokscencry of the little lake of surpass¬ 
ing beauty. Our bark was rowed by six men, all 
standing and looking to the bow. We skirted close 
to the left shore, to escape a swell in the middle of 
the lake, caused by a gentle breeze. This exquisite 
little sheet of water has every variety of scenery 
and landscape, and the base of the majestic Troun- 
8te\n is washed by its green wave. I have seldom 
seen a more noble rock—the top terminating in a 
sharp cone, and perfectly naked—so also is the pre¬ 
cipitous side, save here and there a few graceful 
pines, clinging with the fond fidelity of the friends 
of ^/ko^rsity. Every where on the water’s edge 
are planted little cottages,-»neat, smiling, and clean 
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—the walls clustered with vines, and the roofs li¬ 
terally smothered by fruit-trees of every sort—and 
then the grassy knolls,—so beautiful, waving, and 
green, where fairies might delight to dance! What 
exquisite retreats for the hermit or the sage! We 
p<assed close under the edge of a j^rceipitous rock, 
in the face of which was dug a little cavity, con¬ 
taining an imago of the Virgin and the infant 
Jesus. On the opposite side, standing on what ap¬ 
pears to be a small island, is a pretty little villagt; 
church, and some distance beyond, on the same 
shore, a monument erected in memory of eight 


persons who were drowned here soufle Jrears ago. 
While we passed this simple memorial, the chief 
boatman relinquished his oar, and dipping his hand* 
into the lake, sprinkled som'e water in my face, and 
at same time baptized me, in name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ohost, “ Ferdinand Sonen- 
stcin.” He then performed the ceremohy of bap¬ 
tism on all the others, giving to each person a dif¬ 
ferent name. Sonetistein signifies “ Rock of the 
Sun,” a sufficiently Ossianic appellationj, which* I 
must always appropriate in this neighbourhood. 
All persons who pass this spot for the first time 
are similarly christened. Even the Emperor, while 
on his way to Ischel, was not excepted. My^dy 
friend had a hearty lau^ at my expense, declaring 
that I was now a Catholic for the rest of my life 
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In two hours and a quarter our voyage was over. 
Never have J made a more agreeable one. My 
companions, although only two of the party could 
speak French, shewed the strongest desire to be 
courteous and kind. Our acquaintance waa.but a 
day old, and yet we parted at Ebensee with feel¬ 
ings of mutual refgret, and with many wishes for a 
future meeting. Those are the sun-blinks in the 
traveller’^ life that peep out through the clouds 
that overshadow his patlv to gild his wanderings, 
and to cheer him on. 


Of all the lakes I have seen in Switzerland, there 
is nonl^o'my eyes so beautiful as the little sheet 
of water between the towns of Gm linden and 


•Ebensee. It ^josscssos every element of the sublime 
and the beautiful, without the terrible and chilling 
severity of an Alpine landscape. On stepping 
ashore, we passed under triumphal arches of ever¬ 
greens, erfectod in honour of the Imperial Family, 
who recently arrived at Ischel by the same route. 
While »> car was preparing, I had time to visit an 
cjtftensive manufactory of salt. Largo cavities are 

dug in the rock, into which fresh water is made to 

* ^ • • • 
flow ; and salt being an abundant, if not a principal 

ingredient, the water, after being fully saturated, 

is conducted to an evaporating roservoii*, from 

whence the suit is shovelled out almost in a pure 

enough state for immediate use. 
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In the parlour of the inn, a number of peasants 
of both sexes were assembled. The^ had just re¬ 
turned from a funeral, and had bands of crape 
round their hats and caps. ThQ beer-jugs w.ore 
circling rapidly, and the mirth of the mourners was 
riotous and loud. It appears the riusl^om of drown¬ 
ing sorrow for the dead in the bowl, is not confined 
to Scotland and Ireland. 

The drive from Ebensee to Isohcl is^ along the 
* banks of a rapid mountajn-stream, with steep and 
wooded banks on both sides. It has many noble 
pools for angling; but I looked in vain for an 
angler by its side! Two hours bviught'-ine to 
Ischel. All the inns were full to overflowing, and I 
had difflculty in procuring a shelter^ from the sun. 
At length the postilion conducted mo to a baker's 
house, where I am now lodged in a clean little bed¬ 
room. Nothing can be more romantic than the 
situation of Ischel—mountain towering .over moun¬ 
tain, and rook over rock. 

Before dinner I visited the Bathing Establish¬ 
ment—a spacious building surrounded by a colon¬ 
nade of wooden pillars, and partitioned^ into a 
number of nice and> commodious bath-rooms. On 
the facade is inscribed in prominent characters the 
following motto:— ^ 

“ In Sale et in Sole omnia consiatant.” 

1 thought they might have given precedence to the 
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sun i but human nature is every where the same, 
and as the Ischelites ffain hiore by the one than 
the other, they cast into the shade even the god of 
dayThere ar^ no natural mineral waters here, 
but from the abundance of salt, and the facility of 
obtailiing it froqj the manufactory, baths of every 
degree of strength are to bo had at a moment's 
notice. 

At two o’clock I dined in the saloon of the prin¬ 
cipal inn. Here was a yast assemblage of com¬ 
pany, but, judging from the despatch they made of 
their meals, there were few invalids amongst them. 
The latter dodge in private dwellings. For a won¬ 
der, 1 descried no countrymanat least, after a 
oai'eful survey^ of every face at table, I could dis¬ 
cover none, and I am seldom mistaken in an Eng¬ 
lishman. There is something extremely agreeable 
in entering a largo assembly of utter strangers. 
Two friends travelling together, do not profit nearly 
so much from contact with foreigners, as ho who 
is alone.. They converse with each other, and are 
independent of new acquaintances. Whereas, the 
solitary ^ traveller seats himself at table, eagerly 
scans every face, anti6ipating 'within himself the 
character and nation of the different strangers; 
this md!h he would choose to avoid; with that man 
he w^Shld like to become acquainted. I accosted 
my two neighbours, but as they did not understand 
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French, our parleying was out short. There was 
one man at some distance, whose^ physiognomy 
pleased me much, and after dinner I accosted him 
in front of the house. , My judgment was not 
wrong, for he proved a most Worthy man, a Dane, 
w'ho spoke a little English. Erpm him I learnt 
there was to be a grand artificial cascade in the 
evening, which the Imperial Family was expected 

to witness. ■ We agreed on the spot to hire a oar, 

# 

and set out for the place. In less than half an hour 
we started. The distance is ten miles, along a 
road unequalled, in my eyes, for romantic beauty. 
In two hours we reached the scene fif amusement. 
A vast number of persons,—all of the upper class of 
society, had already assembled. ^The river wim 
dammed by a substantial wall, having a sluice in 
the centre, closed by a moveable slide. Nature 
had already made a fall hero, and the stoppage of 
the water was only to increase the amount, and 
thereby the effeet. Above the barrier, the river 
had gathered to the size of a considerable lake. 
An arbour of evergreens, in the most favouaable 
position for the view, was erected for tlys accom¬ 
modation of the Bioyal party, *which arrived about 
ten minutes after us, and consisted of two Arch- 
Dukes, one the brother—^the other uncle of the 
Emperor, and one Arch-Duchess, with t#9 chil¬ 
dren. The Emperor and Empress came not. A' 
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han^erchief waved by the Arch-Duke Francis, 
was the signal for letting ‘go the water. Out it 
rushed, in a tremendous burst—tumbling and roar¬ 
ing over rock aud linn„and sending up a prodi¬ 
gious cloud of spray. It was indeed a lovely, sight, 
—not the cataract alone, but the exquisite beauty 
of the scenery, tke golden tints of the descending 
sun, and the crowds of joyous faces that thronged 
around. A full half-hour elapsed before the little 

f 

lake was drained of its waters, during which time 
the Royal party moved about among the people, 
and conversed familiarly with many in the crowd. 
They bad Jio^host of fawning courtiers in their 
train, having arrived in two plain carriages and 
^air, without §tato or pomp whatever. It would 
have been the same thing had the Emperor been 
present. Tho stranger might have remained igno¬ 
rant of their quality, but for tho uplifted hats in 
whatever direction they passed. It is one pleasing 
feature, at least, in despotic governments (and I 
believe thp rule is almost universal), that in propor- 
tioikas the sway of the Sovereign is absolute, so is 
the love of his people towards his person. No 
man is more beloved lor safer* among his boors, 
than the Czar of Russia—so it is in Austria. 


Would Louis Phillippe trust himself thus un¬ 
guarded among the citizens of the “ Grande Na¬ 
tion T' 



A STAG LET LOOSE. 


265 


The first act over, a second was iil store for the 
ontertainmegt of the company. Indihe bod of the 
now dried lake, a majestic stag was liberated from 
his wooden prison. H^e a^ain the signal was 

giveR by the Arch-Duke, but there was so much 

• • 

jiammering and thumping to und9 the boards, that 
when the way was open, the prisoner refused the 
boon of liberty. At length he was routed out,— 
indeed a noble animal, and beautiful a^ the woods 

4 

that sheltered his birth. On first escaping, he 
stopped and looked wildly around, as if to afford' 
time for the spectators to admire his stately per¬ 
son; he then made a bound—paused* again—^be¬ 
wildered in short—but even in his very awkward 
ness there was' a matchless grace. • At length hti 
recovered from his trance, and snuffing with di¬ 
lated nostril the sweet air of liberty, he made three 
or four majestic bounds, and disappeared from the 
view among the thick woods of the forest. The 
cheers of all the party accompanied him, and he is 
now resting, perhaps, beside his despairing mate, 
pouring into her “ greedy ear'''* the strange adfen- 
tures of the day. ^ • 

The sun had by*this time gone down in a blaze 
of glory, and the company began to depart. I 
rubbed shoulders in the cTowd with the Imperial 
Dukes, and received from both a gracious return 
of my salute. Th^y are short and plain-looking 
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men, with little intelligence of expression. The 
younger of thp two, however (Franci^, has a very 
pleasing oountenanoe. At eight o’olo% we reached 
the inn, where I supped with the Dane, and re¬ 
tired to my cottage to scribble these notes in my 
diary, in memory of a day that has passed withou| 
physical or moral'oloud; from the rising until the 
going down of the sun, my eyes have feasted upon 
landscapes, such as (viewed merely as scenery, un¬ 
connected with association), I have never before 
seen. I owe a large debt of gratitude to my fair 

I 

acquaintance, for having pointed out this exquisite 
watering-pkbce, which I have been able to visit 
without material deviation from my path, and of 
^hose name j^nd existence, until I had met her, I 
was entirely ignorant. 

Saltzbubg, August 21. —Left Ischel at one p. m. 
yesterday. Finding no return carriage, I was ob¬ 
liged to post the three stages between Ischel and 
Saltzburg. It was Sunday, and a most charming 
day^ I saw the Emperor and Empress at church 
in the ngiomiiig. They came at different times, 
and entirely unattehd^, except by one or two 
members of the Imperial Family. The service was 
all mystery to me—jingling of bells—kneeling and 
rudn^f>f the pilest—mumbling of Latin—turning 
over the leaves of a huge ftdio, which I suppose 
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was the Missal. The church was full of an ap¬ 
parently devout peasantry; the won|en dressed in 
the most grotesque gowns, with the waists between 
the shoulders, and immense broad-brimmed men's 
hats pn their heads. The Emperor is a sad speci¬ 
men of humanity; of an insignih^ant person, fair, 
Haxen hair, and expression of faoe bordering on fa¬ 
tuity; he did nothing but look vacantly around, 
scratch his nose, spit, and cross himself hundreds 
of times. I marvelled ^ myself bow so small a 
man could govern so vast an empire; but Metter- 
nich directs the helm, and all goes well. 1 was 
very sorry not to have seen Mettnrnich, but he 
was absent from Ischel. His Christian name is 
Clement^ and tho German wags hq^ve a hon mot^ 
“ L’Empereur est Clement.*’ 

The Empress arrived half an hour after her hus¬ 
band’s departure. I stood within throe yards of 
her pew, and had a full view of her facetand figure. 
She is a very pretty person, with small regular fear 
tures, and pleasing expression of countenance. No¬ 
thing could be simpler than her dress,-ra modest 
pink bonnet, with a flower fastened to ^he side, 
and without a veil,*—-a plaih white gown, with co¬ 
loured sash, and pink silk handkerchief thrown ne-^ 
gligently over the shoulders. Her figure, though 
small and slender, is well proportioned, aliRl al¬ 
though wanting in dignity, is not without grace. 
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Tho service over, she stepped into the carriage, 
with a singlet, female attendant, and drove home. 
It was pleasing to see Royalty thus divested of its 
pomp, and humWy kneeling before the same altar 
with the peasant, in temporary oblivion of all hu¬ 
man distinotionsf 

The drive fronflschel to Saltzburg is beautiful, 
more especially tho two first stages; but I lost much 
time in shjfting the baggage from one rattle-trap 
conveyanoe to another, l^less a man have his own 
carriage, he should never travel post on the Conti¬ 
nent. Besides the delay, nothing is more irksome 
than to bo ^blcgcd to move into a new vehicle, just 
after getting comfortably ensconced in the old one. 
, Tho last stfigo was tremendously hilly, and it 
was dark long before I reached Saltzburg, the jour¬ 
ney having occupied eight and a half hours, at a 
cost of one pound Sterling. I put up here at the 
“ Vaisseau* d’Or," a large house, ill provided with 
waiters. Tn front of the door is one of tho most 
fantastical and prettiest fountains in Germany. 

Saltzburg is a curious and romantic town, situ¬ 
ate in tjie bosom of rocks and wooded hills, and 
with a large river flowing through its centre. After 
tiinner I dawdled through the town, and explored 
the environs. The heat is intense, but I thrive 

Some of the streets are built against the 
p«^6ndicuiar face of the rock, which forms the 
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posterior wall; the houses are only a few feet in 
depth, and have a very singular appearance. I 
strayed beyond the gate, and drank a jug of beer 
in a cafe hollowed out of the rock, overlooking the 
river. Three men were fishing from a boat an¬ 
chored by a stone in the middle *of the stream. I 
watched them closely for half an^hour, but saw no 
fish caught,—they appeared to be spinning a min¬ 
now. The Munich gate is bored through the rock, 
forming a tunnel 135 paces in length,* and broad 
enough for two carriages to pass. 

I 

In the public room I made the acquaintance of 

a very agreeable Fi'enehman. We soon became 

intimate, and ho narrated to me the eventful story 

of his life. Leaving France on the breaking out of 

the first Revolution, ho entered the British army, 

where he remained sixteen years, and obtained the 

rank of Captain of Artillery. He quitted the 

army in Jamaica, became a sugar-pjantor, and 

amassed a considerable fortune. At the peace in 

1815 ho sold his property—returned to France— 

* 

bought a largo estate in his native province—-and 
entered the military service of the restored dynasty, 
in which he rose tew the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
The trois jours'” wore fatal to his fortunes. He 
refused to swear allegiance to Louis Philippe,^or to 
serve under the tricolor. Accordingly, hk* com¬ 
mission was cancelled} and he retired to his estate 
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a suspected man. In 1832 he joined the Rebellion 
in La Vendde^ fomented by the mad expedition of 
the Duchess de Berri: his three sons took arms 
along with him. They werp defeated by a detachment 
of troops,—^the soife taken prisoners,—he himself 
escaphig after a |eries of hair-breadth adventures. 
His sons were tr^d by a court-martial, and were 
saved by a casting-vote from a rebel’s death. The 
father made his way to England, where he now 
lives an outlaw from his ^country. His object in 
coming here is to visit the Princess of Beira, sister 
of Don Carlos, who resides at Saltzburg with two 
sons of th^Pjetender, and a little court. He in¬ 
troduced me to the Secretary of the Princess, who 
came to wait u^on him this morning at the inn. T 
was really touched by the simple narrative of his 
misfortunes, and to see a man so completely a gen¬ 
tleman, obliged as it were to begin life anew. Ho 
regretted nothing for himself ho said, but deeply 
deplored the ruin of his family. In speaking of 

Jr 

the blighted hopes of his sons, the feelings of a 
father rose in his breast, and “ tears, big tears,” 
gathered in his moistening eye. Although far 
above sixty, he thinks \>f joining the standard of 
Don Carlos in Spain. A Frenchman never grows 
old: there is a resiliency of character about him, 
and a^wer of accommodating himself to reverses, 
such as the citi<.en of no other nation possesses. 
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Witness the emigres of the first Bevolution.*<~ 
Nobles teaching the guitar in ever^ town of Eu¬ 
rope; and even the son of Egaiit^ himself - (now 
the King of the French) ^conducting Yankee boys 
over the “ Pcms Asinomm.” 'An Englishman is 
not endowed with this philosophy^ and would blow 
out his brains rather than descend from his “ pride 
of place.” 

Have engaged two places in a return-vetturino 
for Munich to-morrow morning: one for myself— 
the other for my legs: price ten florins—£ 1 Ster¬ 
ling. Without the power of stretching the legs, 
my knees become paralysed. . 


« 

Almanshausen, Aug. 25. —Left Saltzburg at 
six A. M. on the 22d. The two remaining scats 
of the carriage were occupied by young Crerman 
pedestrians, who had no baggage except their 
knapsacks, and whom we picked up cyitside the 
gates. The younger of the two could speak only 
German—the other was a young Saxon divine, 
who had been some years tutor in a noblemsyi'’s 
family at Vienna, and was going to make a 
tour in Switzerland previous to returning home. 
He did not speak French, but expressed himself 
fluently and well in Latin, in which language we 
contrived to keep up a tolerably sustained conver¬ 
sation during the two days of the journey. I have 
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seldom met with a more thoroughly amiable young 
man than this Theologus, as he called himself. He 
is deeply versed in classical learning, but ignorant 
of mankind as a child. In proof of which I may 
instance, that the very first question he put to me 
was—»if “ I was af Frenchman or a Turk!!!” I 
gravely replied —** Turcicus sum,” and in this belief 
he continued, asking me many questions about the 
“ Imperium Turcicum,” until ho saw my name and 
country on my passport, when I presented it at the 
Bavarian frontier. The weather was most lovely, 
and the tedium of the journey was agreeably be¬ 
guiled by the artless conversation of the young Theo¬ 
logus. He commented severely on the laxity of 
morals in the Austrian metropolis, as compared 
witli Dresden, and the other cities of Protestant 
Germany—imputing much of said laxity to the Ca¬ 
tholic religion, which was not, he said, “ vera reli- 
gio cordis^ sed profana superstitio, et imaginum 

cultus.” This was less tolerant than true in the 

_ _ _ _ • 

young Theologus. His Latin flowed with the utmost 
readiness;—as for mine, it was enough to have 
evoked the indignant shade of Cicero! however, I 
both understood, a 4 dfc made 1pm understand, and 
this after all, is the true end of language. An 
Englishman, however classical he might have been, 
would have been fairly non-pljussed, for the pro¬ 
nunciation of Theologus was broader than that of 
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Scotland. This is the case all over the Continent, and 
yet it is one of the abeurd and dogged prejudices 
of England to be wedded to her own ridiculous 
mode, as if Latin had been invented for her es- 

• a 

pecial benefit. A language Which may well be 
called universal in Europe, should surely have uni¬ 
formity of pronunciation. I regrei^to think that even 
in Scotland the love of innovation is introducing 
the English fashion into the schools and colleges. 

We deviated from the direct road in order 

■ 

to pass the “ Ohiemsee^' and other beautiful lakes. 
Our halting-place for the night was at the pretty 
little town of Rosenheim, situate ^oq the Ivm^ 

which is here a vast stream.^ In the room where 

* 

we supped, I was amused to see the portraits 
of an aged couple (the ancestors probably of the 
present proprietors) hanging on the wall, each with 
a huge goitre depending from the neck. Among 
the many goitres I have seen in these mountainous 
parts, few have been more conspicuous than that 
of the old lady in question. Instead of trying to 
conceal or diminish this unsightly deformity, (be 
natives appear rather to consider it ornamental! 

At seven A. m. w^ left Rosenlheim. The second 
young German had left early on foot, possibly from 
want of funds to ride any farther. Before quitting 
the town, we stopped to pick up a passenger-in his 
stead—a middle-aired, well-dressed, but coarse- 
VOL. ii. * z 
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featured man, with large black mustachios, and 
gold ear-rings. The Theologus was seated by my 
side, and the seat opposite was as usual occupied 
by my legs. No sooner h£^ the intruder seated him¬ 
self, than he looked at me, and afterwards at my legs, 

■ 

with an expressioii of mingled''a8toniBhment and 
ferocity, and thei^ commenced a furious tirade in 
German. Although not understanding one word of 
the harangue, 1 Was at no loss to divine that my 
unfortunate legs wore the “ causa teterrima belli.” 
The Theologus now explained in Latin the deter¬ 
mination of the new comer not to sit beside them. 
Of course I only laughed at the impertinence of the 
fellow, who became more and more violent, and 

peremptorily demanded that 1 should take down 

€ * 0 

my legs; adding, if I did not, that he would relin¬ 
quish his seat. This was really too good, seeing that 
1 had paid 10s. for their express accommodation; 
instead, tl^ereforo, of complying, 1 sprawled them 
out in such a manner as to occupy the whole of the 
seat. This drove him &antio, and, seizing his 
buijdle, he jumped out of the coach. The driver 
now descended, and the uproar was terrible. It 
was in vain the mas .explained, that I had paid as 
much for my legs as for the whole remainder of 
my body. This only made matters *worse, and 
the fellow' was in the act of hurrying away with 
his Inmdle, wh^n Theologus (exceedingly against 
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my will and entreaties) transferred himself to the 
seat of dishonour, reigning his own to the unrear 
sonable monster, who took possession of it according¬ 
ly. I really do not remember when 1 have felt more 
enraged than by the conduct t>f this ruffian, and 
perhaps it was well that 1 could not speak German, 
otherwise we should in all probability have come to 
blows. The coach now drove on, and 1 could not 
but admire the amiable character of the young 
divine, who, though shocked by the manners and inde¬ 
corum of the intruder, continued nevertheless to con¬ 
verse with him in a spirit of true Christian charity. 
At length he addressed himself to^iq,e, saying— 
“ Homo incultissimus est.” I immediately replied 
—“ Non homo est, sed bestia ferox!” It was a 
pity the fellow had not Latin enough to understand 
this classical colloquy. The stage was one of 
three hours, during which time I never once 
took down my logs, although a change of posi¬ 
tion would have been a great relief. When we 
stopped to bait the horses, I walked on in ad¬ 
vance, and the road being very hilly, had pro¬ 
ceeded three miles before the coaclr cpme up. 
When it stopped tq take me iit, I was surprised to 
find the fellow seated beside where my legs had 
been, and were assuredly soon to be again. On sit¬ 
ting down, I lost not a moment in parading them 
as formerly, fully expecting a renewal of the brawl. 
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But to my surprise, no objections whatever were 
made; on th^ contrary, thete was a grin of contri¬ 
tion on his savage face. I was altogether at a loss 
to account for Ij^is sudden change in his deport¬ 
ment, and immediately turned to the Theologus for 
an eifplanation, jvhich he readily afforded. The 
fellow had told him, that on first entering the car¬ 
riage, and seeing my legs so comfortably disposed, 

he had imagined that they must be covered with 

% 

sores, and he was confinned in this belief, when the 
driver told him that I had taken a seat for their ex¬ 
press accommodation; for it was manifest, thought 
he, that no jnpn but a leper or a fool would volun¬ 
tarily divide his body into two parts, and pay for 
both. However, on finding that I had walked 
stoutly for three miles and more up hill m advance, 
he relinquished the idea of my being a leper, and 
attributed the phenomenon of my legs to the well 
known love of comfort of an Englishman. Hence 
his return to his old seat. I saw evidently that he 
was now desirous to be on good terms with me; for 
at Peiss, when we stopped to dine, he wished me, 
after the usual fashion in Germany, “ guten appe- 
tit.” I made no re{>lyt but devoutly wished that a 
scalding potato might stick in his throat. I could 
easily have pardoned his rudeness to me, and his 
. unwillingness to sit beside what he considered to 
be leprous le^, but I can never forget his cursed 
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selfishness in alloMring another person, and a 
stranger, to do what ^e supposed a disagreeable 
thing, in order to save himself. Hei^ lay the gram- 
men of his offence, and for which he never shall 
have my forgiveness. 

We reached Munich at five p.m. on the 25d. I 
was really sorry to part with th^ young Theologus, 
with whom I exchanged cards, and sincere wishes 
for a future meeting. “ Wilhelm Herrmann, Can- 
didat. Theolbg. No. 952. ^n Gotha, Sachsen," is his 
name and address. If I am not mistaken in my 
estimate of his talents and dispositions, he will one 
day fill a high station in the Saxon Church. Mean¬ 
time, he goes to wander in Switzerland. He bum's 
with desire to see the sea, of which Jip has only aij 
indistinct and vague idea. I envy him, his feel¬ 
ings, when, 

^ Calm as a slambering babe. 

Tremendous ocean” % 

first bflrsts on his delighted gaze. I told him, that 
like the toil-worn soldiers of Cyrus, he would as¬ 
suredly exclaim, tfaXatftfa. But he fcarel he 

will be under the necessity of retracing his steps 

• HP > ^ 

before travelling sb far—possibly from the scanty 
contents of his purse. My own is not overstocked, 
but 1 would willingly have contributed to the re¬ 
plenishing of his, could I have proposed to do so" 
without injury to his feelings. 
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On my return from a most delicious bath, I found 
Callander in {ny room. What a joyous meeting 
was ours! If life be a wilderness, as some assert, 
surely the true fciend is an oasis. AU the anxieties 
and petty annoyances, inseparable from travelling, 
were now forgotten. Under any circumstances, our 
meeting would haue been a joyful one. Now, it was 
peculiarly so, for I had expressly come to see him 
united to one whom 1 knew to be in all respects calcu> 
lated to render him happy. What mutual budgets 
we had to unfold ! but how flat and weary were the 
details of pyramids and cataracts, compared with 
the more teacher tones of his narration ! Each ran 
through the “ story of his life,” from the day of 
parting at Gepeva, and we did not retire to rest 
until the “ deep of night had crept upon our talk.” 
Next morning we drove to Almanhausen—a beau¬ 
tiful old place on the shores of Lake Wormsee, 
where I experienced the kindest welcome from Lord 
Erskine, and the other members of his hospitable 
family. 

t 

29.—The event which brought me to 
Munich was celebrated this day. The morning 
was cloudy and wet, but just at the proper moment 
the sun burst through the gloom, and caused all na- 
’ ture to imile. What a change in human existence 
is operated by the repetition of a few words ! and 
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what a tide of new hopes, and joys, and cares is 
borne on the solemn mutual pledge^ to love, and 
honour, and obey! 

At twelve o'clock 1 s^w them ^depart—with a 
bright sun to gladden their why—a cloudless sky 
to canopy their heads.—Emblemp, I fondly hope 
and believe, of a bright and, cloudless career 
through life; and truly if a man’s union to one pos¬ 
sessed of every grace of person and charm of mind, 
can render him happy, a brilliant prospect now 
opens before my friend. May Heaven'^s choioost 
blessings descend upon their heads! 


Village of Ober-Ameroau, Bavarian Tyrol^ 
August 31.—I set out yesterday for this place, in- 
tending to pass a fortnight in the enjoyment of the 
“gentle art” in the river Amer—travelling in a 
vetturino carriage with a gentleman who was on 
his way to Inspriick via Amergau. It, rained in 
torrents all day. The stage firom Posenhofen to 
Wilhelm was most tedious, along a villanous cross¬ 
road, although the scenery on the shores of the 
Wormsoo was beautiful, even seen through ^ un¬ 
ceasing torrent of rain. -V7hat majestic country- 
seats wealthy Englishmen might form on this 
lake! The grounds, indeed, are in many parts 
already made by nature; for we drove through 
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miles and miles of forest, which had all the air 
of a nobleman's park. Last night we slept at 
Mumau, and started at seven a.m. this morning 
for Ober-Amergau. Thg morning was keen and 
cold, but without *rain. Three miles from the 
village, there is ^ono of the steepest hills in Ger¬ 
many—to surmoupt which an extra pair of horses 
was indispensable.. These pimed the innocent 
cause of a row that might have had a tragic finale. 
Before staining from Munich, my friend had agreed 
with the proprietor of the carriage for a certain 

sum per day, to cover every expense; but the 

« 

driver insis1;pd that he should pay a florin and a 
half for the hire of the extra horses. This was re¬ 
fused, and our Jehu very quietly revenged himself 
by undoing the baggage, and throwing the port¬ 
manteaux on the road—provoking enough, cer¬ 
tainly. My companion waxed very wroth, and was 
proceeding; to use the “ argumentum baculinum,” 
when 1 interfered, and deeming, with wise Jack Fal- 
staif, discretion in such a case to be the better part 
of yalour, persuaded him to pay the money, and 
punis^the fellow by curtailing his “ drinkgold” at 
Inspriick. This wUs <accordingly done, and we 
reached Amergau at one f. m. I can hardly blame 
the driver, for in all probability his master would 
have made him accountable for the florin and half 
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had he paid it. However, he certainly was not 
very refined in his way of extorting payment. 

The inn was quite full, but we found lodgings at 
a cottage in the ncighbodrhood. ' 

Tlie Amur is a beautiful fishing stream, flowing 
through a grassy valley, with gil'en and pastoral 
banks, and water as clear as th5 fountain of Vau- 
clusc. The bottom is full of dark green weeds, 
in which the finny tribe find food and shelter. Herr 
Von Steigler—a rtjspcctjjjle and well-informed man, 
who once held office under the (rovcnuiient—is 
the proprietor of the fishery, that is to say,- he 
rents the river at so much per annuffi.* As an old 
servant of the Crown, he is still rather tenacious of 
his dignity, and re(j[uiros a little fjAr speaking tt> 
engage his civility. I had learned his history from 
Callander, who was twice here during the summer, 
and from whom I carried a note of introduction. 
This, with a respectful salutation, was all that was 
re(|uisite. The rules of the fislnuy ai’c these:— 
The angler must be accompanie<l by the servant of 
Ilerr Von Steigler, who carries a ban’el on his 
back, into which all the fish ej^cecding a q\irii*terof 
a pound in weight are put, and kept alive until de¬ 
posited in reservoirs, where they remain at the dis¬ 
posal of purchasers. A gratuity is of course given 
to the servant; and the angler must payA)r all the 
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fish that die, {it the rate of twenty kreutzers per 
pound, and a ^ike sum for such as he may choose 
to purchase. When the barrel becomes too crowd¬ 
ed, the fish are'^ppjt into a small bag-net (two or 
three ,of which the lad carries in his pocket) and 
dipped into the’river until tho conclusion of the 
day’s sport. This*is all fair and reasonable enough, 
seeing that nothing is demanded for tho permission 
to fish. All trouts under a quarter of a pound are 
restored to tho river. Keforo sunset 1 tried my 
luck for half an hour, in tho stream above the 
bridge, where I caught six, only two of which, 
however, were deemed worthy of the barrel; they 
may have weighed six or eight ounces each, I 
found an English gentleman and his wife eagerly 
pursuing their sport. They had stopped for the 
day on tho way to Munich. The lady had caught 

thirty or forty trout with the bait in tho course of 

< 

the forenoon. I stood by her side for a few mi¬ 
nutes, admiring the praise-worthy patience* with 
which she eyed her float, but I confess it was not 

4 

without a feeling bordering on disgust, tliat I saw 
her bait^her own hopk}?., and this, too, although she 
had a servant along with her. Surely woman’s 
hand was never made for so barbarous a use 

Amerqau, S^tember 5.—I have now been five 
days at Amergau. The weather, with the exception 
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of one day (the 2d), hag been intensely cold, with al¬ 
most constant rain. During the las't thirty hours 
there has been an absolute deluge, and it now pours 
as if the fountains of heaven vwre unloosed. The 
tops of the hills that bound the valley are covered 
with snow, and the hurricanes of wind, rushing 
down from their frigid summits, almost cJirried 
a way the roof of my cottage. T lay awake for two 
hours last night, in fear and trcmbliitg. I have 
boon in consequence a cibse prisoner, quitting my 
cottage only to repair to the inn for dinner, and 
returning forthwith, to enjoy the warmth of my 
comfortable stove. Can it bo that winter has al¬ 
ready set in ? The natives say no; but T wish I 

I 

were >vell out of the 1’yrol. Meantime, I am for¬ 
tunate in having a snug shelter from the fury of the 
elements. Time passes smoothly enough, although 
I h.avo no books, except a German primer and a copy 
of Sallust; the latter is a school prize, gained by one 
of the sons of my host. Hammering over the Catiline 
Conspiracy has been an agreeable and profitable pas¬ 
time. T like the family with whom 1 lodge exceeding- 

i 

ly. It consists of an old man aild his wife, who is an 
elderly woman, fat and spheroidal as an orange, with 
a countenance round as the shield of my fathers,” 
and the very picture of good nature. The children 
are three in number, two young lads of nineteen 
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and fourteen, and a rosy qoy maiden coming be¬ 
tween. In tlie evenings, I join their domestic circle 
down stairs, and while away an hour in the enjoy¬ 
ment of music. ^ The Tyrolese are essentially a 
musical people. The elder of the two boys 'plays 
on a rude guitar-^the sister and younger brother ac¬ 
companying him with a song. I delight in the wild 
and warbling notes of these childroi: of the moun¬ 
tain and mist. Their manners, too, are so simple and 
natural—there is none of^tho affected bashfulness 
of civilization—nature, all nature. I ask them to 
sing, and no sore throats are pleaded in excuse— 

* C, 

they comply with a cheerfulness that delights me. 
The song is occasionally varied by a waltz between 
the little brother and his sister; away they go, 
twirling and whirling, without one particle of 
“ gaucherie.” The father sits half asleep with pipe 
in mouth—his roseate partner, her ample back r(‘st- 
ing against the stove, listening with a mother’s joy 
to the music of her offspring. Unfortunately, I 
cannot communicate with them in words, but where 
there is a mutual disposition to please, kind feelings 
may easily be recipiocy^ted without the aid of lan¬ 
guage. In return for their entertainment, I some¬ 
times contribute my mite, by' whistling Scotch 
tunes. The other night I went over all the well- 
remembore<l 8tr..Ans of my boyhood, and though 
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lame and limping was the performance, it had a 
willing and delighted auditory. JThe Tyrolese 
don’t appear to understand whistling, and the old 


lady sat listening to mo'with a ^ace redolent of 
smiles of approbation. “ Wha’ll be king but 
(Jharlio” was her especial favourHe, and as such I 


treated her to an encore ! It tras well that none 


of my countrymen were behind the scones to criti¬ 
cise the performance. As it was, I had the whole 
field to myself, and was as patiently listened to as 
if Paganini himself had been fiddling before them. 

Last night, two young village lads joined .the 
party—one of them brought his guituf, and played 
a number of airs, simple, plaintive, and full of har¬ 
mony, in concert with the son of «ny host; Th« 
presence of a stranger did not in the least embar¬ 
rass him. From sundry tokens that p<assed be¬ 
tween his young companion and the rosy Crescens, 
methought I could spy the seeds of a iiascent at¬ 
tachment between them. At nine o’clock I bid 


them all a “ gute nacht,” and ascend to my little 
chamber, more gratified by the artless musid of 
their tongues, than by all the ^fashionable* concerts 
and Italian recitalivoa I have over heard. The 


family arc very religious, and my chamber being ex¬ 
actly over theirs, I hear their nightly devotions be¬ 
fore retiring to rest. The economy of the house¬ 
hold strongly reminds me of the exquisite picture 
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of a “ Cottar’s Saturday Night,” as painted by the 
Jiard of Natu»3— 

“ Then kneelinp^ down, to Heaven’s Eternal King, 

The Saint, tlio Father, aud the Husband prays, 

Hope springs oxultilig on triumphant wing. 

That tlius tliey all shall meet in future days: 

There ever bask* in uncreated rays, 

No more to sigl^ or shed the bitter tear, 

Together hymning their CreatoiV pmise 
In sucli society, yet still more deai, 

While circling time moves round in an eternal sphere. 

“ Compared with this how po^r Religion’s pride ! 

In all the pomp of method and of art. 

When men display to congregations wide 
• Religion’s every grace oxcept the heart; 

The PowKifc ipcensed, the pageant will desert, 

The pompous strain, the sacerdotal stole: 

But liaply in some cottage far apart, 

^ May hear w^ell phrased the language of the soul, 

And in his book of life the inmates i)oor enrol.” 


There is much in the Tyrol to remind one of the 
Highlands of Scotland. The character of the 
scenery and of the climate is the same—the pea¬ 
santry of both are simple, primitive, and hardy—rich 
in the peculiar melody of the mountain, and possess¬ 
ing tho same ardent attachment to their religion and 
country. ‘ Strangers ^like to the vices and wants of 
the populous city, tuey lead a life of hardy enter¬ 
prise—tending their flocks on tho mountains’ side 
—cultivating tho scanty soil of their romantic val¬ 
leys, or seeking in foreign lands a subsistence de¬ 
nied them at home. It is with sorrow I must add, 
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that the natives of the Tyrol are much bettor off in 
respect to the comforts of life, thaw those of my 
native land. In all this village, though situate in 
a remote and scarcely travelled mountain-pass, I 
have seen nothing approaching to poverty or want. 
The houses are substantial, and—vrtth the exception 
of the dunghill attached to man/of them, clean,— 
the children are not ragged, neither is food wanting 
in their homes. The government, b}' a wise regula¬ 
tion T think, has provided against a pauper popula- ■ 
tion, by enacting that no marriag<! shall be solem¬ 
nized until the would-be-husband has deposited a 
cei’tain number of florins (T forge> the amount) 
with the proper authorities—in whoso custody it 
remains, at yearly interest, as a fund to meet th« 
exigencies of the widow and children, should thdy 
be left in poverty by the death of the husband and 
father. Here is an incentive to the young to be 
industrious and frugal, and, from what f can learn, 
it does not appear that the number of illicit amours 
is increased by this apparently hard law. 

On the 2d, the day was beautiful, and I^acc6m- 
panied Mr Palmer, an English^ gentleman ^and the 
only person with w6om I can communicate in the 
village), on a Ashing expedition to Unter-Araergau, 
a village on the Amer, two and a half miles lower 
down. The greyling abound in the streams there; 
and all my efforts w(y.*e directed against that wariest 
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of fish. We fished until five p.m., but without suc¬ 
cess on my part. My companion, however, did 
catch one—a fine fish of two lb. The angler 
knows only half bf ^is craft if ho cannot find a plau¬ 
sible excuse for his empty basket. Either the sun 
is too bright—tlfi) breeze too gentle—there is elec¬ 
tricity in the air—or the hsli nre “ expecting a grow 
in the water,” &c. To which ol these causes our 
failure might be attributable, I do not know : most 
probably to the two formct‘. Certain it is, I caught 
only a dozen trout, about which I was little 
solicitous. Even they were very shy. But there 
are none in* the river above a pound weight, and 
but few weighing so much : hence there is little 
fexcitement in batching them. 1 wouhl rather kill 
a single greyling than a cart-load of trout. The 
method of fishing for these is one I have not before 
seen. A handful of living grasshoppers is thrown 
in at the head of the pool, and if while they float 
down, the greyling are seen to rise, the angler im¬ 
mediately commences with an artificial grasshop¬ 
per, taking care to stand as far from the bank as 
possible.' In this wa^ ]^r P., who has been here for 
four successive summers, succeeds in a dull, windy, or 
wet day, in killing from three to six. But although 
I caught nothing, I enjoyed the day exceedingly. 
The valley is beautiful—the sun was bright—-and the 
waters of the Amer flowed in crystal purity at my 
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feet. In size it is about twice that of the Gala in 

Eoxburghshire; neither rock nor (ftone is to be 

seen in its whole course, and the vicissitude of a 

waterfall is unknown. Onward it rolls the noise- 

« 

less "tonor of its way—neither iiicoting nor sur¬ 
mounting obstacle: hence the ittner is but little 
emblematical of the life of man, to which poets 
have compared rivers in general. Its streams glide 
past without a murmur, and the pools, are so still, 
and motionless, and deaf, that without a ripple on 
the surface, it is in vain to fish them. 

I was attended by Tobias, Herr Von Steiglcr’s 
fisherman, a lad of fine active persoil, ’exceeding in¬ 
telligence, and an enthusiast in his vocation. It 
was surprising how soon he ascertai'hed my stock (jf 
Gorman, which may amount in all to about thirty 
words; by a dexterous combination of which, he 
contrived to express himself in intelligible phrase, 
anticipating with intuitive quickness the <pcstions 
I desired to asknot like my landlady, the worthy 
Frau Gasl, who overwhelms me with a volley of 
words, and speaks the more the less 1 g.ppear to 
understand. ^ , * 

At six o’clock I regained the inn, having walked 
five miles to and fro, in addition to the fatigue of 
fishing many hours. As soon as the weather shall 
settle, I hope to have ample revenge on the grey- 
ling for their sauciness on my first trial. 
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The day before yesterday the village was en¬ 
livened by a fair. Although it rained all day, I 
went out for an hour to see the stylo of goods dis¬ 
played, and the people that had collected. Little 

# 

stands, protected by wooden roofs, wore pitclvjd in 
the principal street, on which the various kinds of 
merchandise weref paraded. The peasantry had 
crowded from all directions,—stu’^dy well dressed 
men, and large sinewy women with but little femi¬ 
nine grace to boast of. sauntered about among 
the stalls, and bought some Tyrolese stockings of 
curious manufacture. Cotton goods of the most 
homely description—ready-made shoes, and sundry 
knick-knacks, formed the whole wealth of the 
market, and miglit all have been bought, 1 imagine, 
for £50 Sterling. The whole scene had very much 
the character of a Scotch fair, with ono exception, 
that there was not a single drinking-booth to be 
seen. The* wheol-of-fortune—that mystic circle 
that has oft beguiled me of my scanty ponce in days 
of yore—was, however, displayed by an. itinerant 
gambler, round which the eager peasants wore 
staking their kreutztys. There was also the peep- 
show, into which i had a great curiosity to pry, 
only that my so doing would have attracted too 
much attention. As it was, my Greek capote 
made mo the object of general wonder. I could 
not resist, however, paying 2d. tp see an entertain- 
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mcnt exhibited by some travelling mountebanks. 
The sign of a N'egross painted as large as life over 
the door, was the chief source of attraction to the 
multitude, and to me also.' I entered, and was enter¬ 
tained by feats of tumbling, juggling—a stag leaping 

% 

over two horses at once, &c. &c.,<ttnd lastly by the 
sight of a little Mulatto girl. ’•As the most re¬ 
markable part of the entertainment, she was re¬ 
served to the last. The wife of the moiuitebank 
gave first a rapid biographical sketch of the little 
girl, at the conclusion of which she withdrew the 
screen, and displayed her in all her grinning charms, 
and bedizened with tinsel finery, to'the astonished 
gaze of the Tyroleans. I felt really sorry for the 
poor little girl, thus to be made +ho object of a 
general stare; however, she did not seem at ail 
sorry for herself, but, on the contrary, I thought 
shewed off her gay porson*with no small degree of 
satisfaction. The whole assemblage ’closely ap¬ 
proached to see if her skin was actually natural, or 
only painted. For myself, I fully expected a 
trick, but the formation of the mouth and lips? sa¬ 
tisfied me she was of African blood, although evi¬ 
dently one remove from a perfect Negress— i. e. one 
of her parents was a European. What a fortune 
might be made by importing a thorough-bred 
Negress, and exhibiting her in the Tyrol, where so 
much interest was excited by this Mulatto girl 'i 
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Nine p. m. It cleared up at three o’clock, and I 

« 

wont out to sc‘f the effects of the dcliige. The whole 
valley was overflowed, and the channel of the river 
lost in the expaifie of waters. Dined at the Inn 
on fresh trout. Herr Fyffer has a reservoir of 
live trout close td his house—so that the traveller, 
at any hour or sca'soii, is al-.v.-iys sure of a dish of 
fresh fish. This custom prevails o\or most part of 
Switzei'laud /ind the Tyi’ol. I often wonder it ha.s 
not been introduced into* Scotland. What more 
simple than to liave a wooden box with holes at 
either end, placed within the influence of a running 
stream, whiu’b the fish might be kept indefinitely, 
not only not falling away, but actually grewing in 
size and good cf^udition ? There is a lid on the top 
secured by a padlock, and the fish are removed by 

a landing-net, or the hand, if the reservoir is a 

* 

small one. Even salmon might be kept for a few 
weeks in this way, and trout all the year through. 


iSiept. 8 .—A fine clear cold day. Drove with 
Mr 'P. to Ettal, once a flourishing convent, two 
miles frota the village,^ now converted into a far 
more useful establishment, namely, a brewery of 
most excellent beer. The church, howevei', is left 
untouched, and preserves all its original gorgeous¬ 
ness. The orga*! is a fine powerful instrument, 
whose deep-toned reverberations, reflected from the 
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venerable walls and arches, produced a grand 
effect. * • 

At two o’clock we returned to Aniorgau. to be 
present at the distributiob of prinos to the pupils 

I 

of the village-school. The church vvas the place 
chosen for this ceremony, aiul I (tould not help .ad¬ 
miring the good policy of attaching .a certain public 
importance to a mattisr that passes off* too quietly 
with us. The children wore all dressed in holiday- 
garments—the boys and«girls scp.-irated from each 
other by the central p«as.sage of file chureh. In 
front was a r.aised pl.atfonn, occupied by the se.hool- 
master .and a venerable old priest; .aiftl'behiiul, there 
was a figure of the Virgin as l.arge as life with the in¬ 
fant S.aviour on her knee, b<'decked with finery, ami 
covered with garl.ands of flowers. On the right of 
the pl.atforni stood .a band of trumpeters. J w.as 
for some time at a loss to discover what might bo 
Z/ieir part in the ceremony. The number of chil¬ 
dren was between forty and fifty, and the propor¬ 
tion of the sexes about equal. The body of the 
church was filbid by the parents or friends of* the 
young ac.adernic aspir.ants, all ^dressed in frheir gay¬ 
est attire. After a long exhortation by the aged 
priest, who had not a single tooth in his head, the 
more immedi.ate business of the day commenced. 

I shall not soon forget the expressions of eager and 
delighted interest, that I remarked among the 
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spectators, just upon calling over the names of the 

t 

children: indded, T often thought I could select 
from the crowd the father or mother of the little 
urchin who was*\valking *up to receive his laurels, 
purely by the radiant glances of face over’ all 
the rest. The j^rizes consisted chiefly of books, 
and were all piled* up on the table with a slip of 
paper containing the names of the parties inserted in 
each. Besides books, there were a few pieces of cloth 
sufficient to make a waistcoat or pair of trowsers— 
these were given to the children of the poorest class. 
When a name was called, the happy owner stepped 
from the rankjf—walked up to the priest, rect'ived 
his prize—kissed the hand of the old man, and re¬ 
tired to his plaice, amidst a loud flourish of trum¬ 
pets. A similar honour accompanied his march 
down the passage—hence the use of the ban<l. The 
eflbct was really most inspiriting, and 1 will pledge 
myself thai the memory of that flourish will go 
down to the grave with most of those to whom it 
did honour this day. It was amusing to watch the 


great difference of demeanour among the children. 
The futufe character^ofjthe individual might be de¬ 
termined by his bearing on the occasion. Some 
went blushing, tremulous, and slow; others with a 
brisk step, and assured air, and returned to their 
places with the motto on the brow of “ Palmam 
qui meruit ferat.” Two or three were so timid 
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and reluctant of glory, that they had to be almost 

dragged to their laurels; but by fa** the greater 

portion comported themselves with all due and 

becoming propriety, oxhfbiting itt their extreme 

neithpr amour propre, nor mauraise honte. 

_ • 

The children ranged from five lip to twelve years 

of age, were generally of fair corAplexion, and with 
a cast of countenance very much like Highland 
children. A prayer from the old priest concluded 
the business of the day..* It was a pretty sight to 
see th(^ felicitations with which the children wer(^ 
met by their parents and friends in the crowd, 
when the meeting was dismissed. The little boys 
might be soon in all parts of the village throughout 
the remainder of the day, strutting about with theii* 
trophies in their hand. I was beguiled of sundry 
kreutzers by their accosting me, in all the confi¬ 
dence of assured merit, and extending either a book 
or a piece of cloth, exclaimed, as they'put it into 
my hand, “ Mein prois.” 

While leaving the church, I was called to see 
a patient said to be in eoirewis, and strajghtway 
accompanied the messenger t^ the hous«?, taking 
along with me Herr’Steiglor, who acted as interpre¬ 
ter in most atrocious Latin. I found the poor 
woman sifffcring excruciating pain, and <listended 
almost to bursting with abdominal dropsy. The 
only remedy applicable to her case in the scanty 
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stores of the village apothecary, was cream of tar¬ 
tar, an ounce of which I Immediately carried to 
her house,—administered a dose, and left instruc¬ 
tions that it should be'repeated every two hours 
until relief followed. I am just returned fr(\pi my 
evening visit; sbj received me with smiles of glad¬ 
ness—the most effectual relief had followed the 
third dose, and she is now’ in comparative ease. 
The success of this simple treatment has travelled 
all over the village, aiKh>the husband of the poor 
woman testified his gratitude by kissing my hand 
at least a dozen times. 

It is a picusant thing to pass througli life with 
the reflection that our transit has not been alto¬ 
gether without benefit to our fellow men. To mo 
the practice of medicine among the poor has al¬ 
ways boon a grattjful ocoui)ation. In the case of 
the rich, where a man’s exertions are stimulated 
by the hojlo of reward, ho can derive comparatively 
little inward satisfaction. 

It is probable niy fame will spread far and wide, 
from the alas! only momentary relief this poor 
woman has experienced. She herself and her san¬ 
guine family have estaolishcd if as a certainty that 
she is to become well under my care. I have done all 
in my power to make Herr Steigler moderate their 
fond expectations. The dropsy is a mere .symptom 
of a mortal disease from which she never can recover. 
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The river has subsided. To-morrow I make a 
descent on the greyling. Yestorcfey afternoon I 
killed sixteen or eighteen fine trout with a small 
Findhorn salmon fly, and had !• remained a few 
hours, I might have caught several dozen; but the 
trout do not afford sufficient excitement. 


12.—One more unsuccessful day at Untor- 
Amorgau. I tried in vain to coax a greyling to 
his ruin—not one woulck budge. The weather has 
been very fine, and I have been enjoying long soli¬ 
tary walks by the foot of the hills that skirt the 
valley—penetrating occasionally aldng a rivulet de¬ 
scending a steep and rocky glen. 

Aniergau is a delightful abode. With assurance«of 
fine weather, I do not know a more enjoyable resi¬ 
dence. The more I see of the Tyrolese, the better I 
like them. After the artificial life of the largo city, 
it is a pleasure to see man in a state of'comparative 
nature, and therefore of innocence. I see the vil¬ 
lagers pouring into church every morning at seven 
o’clock, many of them of very advanced age, titter¬ 
ing, feeble, and decrepit, with a stick i;» the right 
hand, a bible or p'salm-book in the left. All moun¬ 
taineers are piously disposed. They have little to di¬ 
vert contemplation, or to corrupt the mind. The 
dweller in the large city has only the works of man 
before him—here man and his works sink into in- 
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significance before the majesty of the Creator. In 
such a valley, st is impossible to elevate the eye 
without sensibly feeling the presence of the Deity. 

His hand is seen ki the mountain—his voice is heard 

* 

in the thunder. • 

In spite of the Severe and ever-changing climate 
of the Tyrol, the ifihabitauls live to a great age. 
I have seen more octogenarians in this village than 
during the last two years of my life. 

A few days ago, Herr Yon Steigler introduced 
me to a young medical student, a native of Amer- 
gau, .who has been for three years prosecuting his 
studies at Munich. 1 find him a very intelligent 
youth—^he talks Latin extremely well, and accom¬ 
panies me as inU^rpreter and assistant. My dropsi¬ 
cal patient is in a poor state, and the brightness of 
her hopes has passed away. 1 have several other 
patients, and more than once have had the tender 
of a fee—tliat is to say, my assistant has been 
asked “ What was to pay My reply has always 
been 1000 florins. This is a cloncher, and my pa¬ 
tients go smiling away. To a quiet Englishman, 
fond bf tvout-fisiiing, and who can put up with 
homely fare and sontude, I do liot* know a more 
agreeable residence than Amergau. He might kill, 
without any sort of fatigue, two or three dozen 
trout daily, or three times the number, if he gave 
up a whole day to the river. Besides the fishing, 
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he would have a good opportunity of acquiring the 
language. There is no such sharpeAer of the wits 
iis necessity—were a man to pass three months 
here, he could learn to make ^himself understood 
tolerably well in German. 

I had intended to go away td-morrow, but the 
unexpected arrival of the Oallanfiors this afternoon, 
has made mo change my purpose. 

Munich, September 2 ^.—Left Amorgau on the 
16th, to the great sorrow of my excellent hostess 

Frau Gasl,’* and the modest Cresems. The -pre¬ 
ceding <lay Callander caught four*ldrg«i groyling. 
This was rather galling to a fisherman of my re- 
j)uto. His joy on the occasion was^reat, and loud 
were his notes of triumph. Jiut I declared the 
victory to be an inglorious one, inasmuch as it was 
not with the fly, but the natural grasshopper, that 
he ensnared his victims. This was neither more 
nor less, I averred, than bait-fishing—an amuse¬ 
ment, if such it may be called, to which 1 never 
condescend.' It was no bad idea, howovor, on his 
part, to substitute a real^foy a very awkwardly 
made artificial grasshopper, and had the idea oc¬ 
curred to me in time, 1 will not swear that I should 
not have adopted it also. 

On descending to the level of the Wormsee, the 
diftcrence of temperature was most perceptible, and 
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the few days I remained at Almanshausen were 
soft and delightful. A great change has, however, 
lately taken place, and the bleak monotonous plain 
of Munich is no^ vjsited 'by as keen and cutting a 

wind as I recollect to have felt in the month of 

« 

September. * 

Yesterday I accompanied Mr Erskine to the 
“ Dead-house."” No stranger shoul;^ pass through 
Munich wittiout visiting this establishment. Al¬ 
though there is little gromid for admiration in any 
point of view, nevertheless, as exhibiting a na¬ 
tional peculiarity, in a forcible and striking manner, 
it ought to be Seen. The bodies of all persons, of 
whatever rank (the Court alone excepted), who die 
jvfc Munich, are»'Conveyed to the dead-house, where 
they remain exposed for a period of twenty-four 
hours, previous to interment, with the view of 
guarding against the chances of living inhumation. 
A constant‘’watch is kept in each apartment; and 
1 had understood that an alarm apparatus was 
attached to each body, so constructed that the 

movement consequent on resuscitation, 
should catlse the violfnt^ringing of a bell. I could, 
however, discover no traces of such an apparatus, 
'fhere wore ten bodies exposed on the occasion of 
my visit—seven children and three adults. The 
public are not al’owed to enter the apartments of 
the dead, but a clear view of ea,ch inmate is easily 
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had through glass doors. It was a sight capable 
of oxciting mingled emotions; but fiertaiuly horror 
would be the predominating feeling in the breast of 
one unaccustomed to scenes of^death. For myself, 
I derived rather a sober pleasure from gazing on 
the beautiful and placid expressfon of some of the 
children—two of them, in particular, who lay ex¬ 
tended on the same stand, stretched side by side, 
decked in white muslin, with rich garlands of 
flowers wreathed round their brows, and their 
pallid faces smiling in death. 

Of the adults there were two aged persons, .male 
and female, evidently of the upper dljfss of society— 
dressed in their ordinary clothes, stretched in coffins 
laid side by side, and supported oninclined plane. 
From the case of attitude, and exceeding calmness 
of expression, I could hardly help fancying them 
an aged couple comfortably indulging in an after- 
dinner sleep. The remaining adult \^as a middle- 
aged female of the lower class, and lay extended on 
a plain board, without flowers or decoration of any 

sort: it was sad to see the distinctions .of wealth 

* 

in the dwellings of the de^d ^ '• 

A great crowd* of persons, of every age and sex, 
was passing in and out, but I could not perceive 
that the silent yet speaking proofs of mortality be¬ 
fore them, awakened any thing like grave and 



302 


DEAD-HOUSE. 


serious reflection. Strange the love of the horrible 
implanted in the human breast! I hardly over 
saw a man, or oven a woman with an infant in her 
arms, pass by the* Morgue’ in Paris, without step¬ 
ping in, and returning with a disappointed a?r if 
there were no suicides or dead bodies exposed. 
Before 1 quitted thfe dead-lionse, the old lady was 
brought out for interment, and whiit; ■*^^he Priests ar¬ 
ranged the order of procession, 8ec. the coffin was 
laid down outside the door,-her naked face exposed 
to the gazing scrutiny of a multitude of persons. 
I was struck by seeing a boy not above eight years 
old, poke his ftise so near as almost to touch that 
of the 001 * 1 ) 80 ; he seemed to have none of the 
hqjrror and awe*that a child feels, or ought to feel, 
at the sight of a dead body. No good can come 
from familiarizing youth with such scenes as these. 
The bravest heart has a certain mysterious dread 
in the preseftce of death; aud this feeling, which 
pre-eminently distinguishes man from all other 
animals, should never be blunted without valid 
reasoh, or unavoidable necessity. I admit, indeed, 
that nothkg is more horrible than the idea of 
burying a person wno is not delid, but, after all, 
how seldom does such an occurrence take place ? 
and what guarantee does exposure in the dead- 
house give, unices the body shall bo kept until 
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signs of incipient decomposition have declared them- 
selves ? for these are the only certaih and unequi¬ 
vocal tokens of death. 

I should be slow to condemn qn‘ihstitution which 
is based on a regard to the interests of humanity ; 
but forbid it Heaven that a near relative or friend 
of mine should be thus exposed lio the gaze of idle 
curiosity! 

Nine P. M. —Passed all the forenoon^in the Ulyp- 
tothec and Pinacothec ;"^ho latter was not open 
during my visit last year. It is a vast and valu¬ 
able collection, and contains one most remarkable 
picture by Rubens—“ The Last Judgment,” hang¬ 
ing in the centre room, on the left-hand side. 
Angels are seen casting the guilty into hell—fiends 
rising to seize their victims—clutching them with 
savage delight, and fighting amongst each other 
for their prize. At the first glance, the whole 
looks to bo a confused and meaningless mass of 
figures, shapeless and unintelligible. It is easy, 
however, by a little attention, to individualize the 
details of the group. I have never seen any tiling 
more horrible; there are deipoijs of every shape, and 
expressions out-fiending fiends—some vomiting fire 
on their victims—others scourging them with scor¬ 
pion lash—some coiling round them in shape of loath¬ 
some serpents. What expressions of horrid agony ! 
Even the devils, to the savage delight of inflicting tor- 
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ture, themselves shew fearful proofs of suffering. 
One hugo bloalcd woman is hurried away on the back 
of a fiend—I can fancy the artist to have intended 
her as some ha^ qf noted infamy—near to her is 
the husband (probably) with a face of unuttcc'able 
woe, having his loins devoured by a demon in the 
shape of a wild beast. WhaL n subject for a man to 
conceive! Rubens, one would think, must have served 
an apprenticeship in hell, or must have dwelt there 
in imagination at least, f<Ji' months. T could fancy 
few things more difficult than to invent such a 
number of masterly devils, and such ingenious 
modes of torfuVe. One face to the right, and neai" 
the bottom of tin? group, cjin never be forgotten— 
it is green—a Kving gangrene—and uniting an ex¬ 
pression of utter horror of mind to the most dread¬ 
ful bodily torture. Those are not fit subjects for 
the pencil. The same labour, and half the amount 
of thought* bestowed on this picture, would have 

It 

given birth to many others, on which both the eye 
and imagination might dw'ell with satisfaction, 
■fhere is another by Rubens in the same room, 

f 

of a simihlr character, ^ut on a larger scale. Here 
the Redeemer is seen passing sentence—angels 
are summoning the dead with the' trumpet. The 
artist has introduced himself and two of his wives 
—sad Dutch //‘aus they aro, with no lack of 
flesh and fat—a negro is seei^ rising also. This 
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picture borders on the horrible. A large firad 
carrying off two women, has a matchless expression. 
Another is biting the hand of the angel that hurls 
him down. 

Have engaged a seat in the Eilwagon, which 
starts at eleven a.m. to-morrow for Wurtsbiirg —& 
journey of thirty hours. 


WuRTSBURG, Sept. 25.~Ten P.M. —Arrived here 
at seven P. M. yesterday ^ The road was bleak and 
uninteresting, and the wind piercingly cold. To¬ 
day my face is all chopped and swollen. 1 must 
have perished from cold, but for niy ’Athenian ca¬ 
pote and tartan plaid. The coach was full all the 
way, but my companions, two women and one man, 
being Gormans, and not speaking French, my 
tongue had a holiday. The rate of travelling was 
good, the best, indeed, 1 have seen on the Conti¬ 
nent ; seven miles an hour; there was Ao delay be- 
yond what was absolutely necessary, the Eilwagon 
being a government concern, and the bearer of the 
mails. The baggage was all registered before 
starting, and entered on the way-bill. Wheh the 
clerk asked me what value I put upon my effects, 
1 replied 200 florins (£20), under the impression 
that a por-centage would be charged proportioned 
to the amount. He expressed great surprise, and 

c c 
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said 1 had better say ^100; that to this amount 
the Government would be responsible: and yet I 
paid nothing, except a trifle for over-weight. The 
Eilwagon has another great advantage, for. the tra- 

getting a seat—the^ Go¬ 
vernment binding itself to send him on: A number 
of vehicles of different sizes are kept in the Court, 
and one large or two small ones dispatched accord¬ 
ing to circumstances. Wo crossed the Danube at 
Ingoldstadt, about seven jf. M., and passed several 
flolds of unripe and even uncut oats on the road. 
Since the beginning of February, I have been in a 
perpetual harvest. On the 2d of that month, I 
traversed a field of cut barley on the plain of 
Abydos, in Upper Egypt. Moving gradually north¬ 
wards over since, the operations of harvest have 
always been before me—in Greece, Turkey, up the 

Danube, Austria, &;c. 

« 

On reaching Oxenburg, the last stage from W iirs- 
burg, wo entered the valley of the Maine, wliere 
the temperature was perceptibly milder. The banks 
of the river are covered with vineyards; these add 
nothing to the picturesque—for the vine looks well 
only when metamorphosed into the purple juice, 
and circulating on the well-polished mahogany; 
but as evidence of a milder climate, they were 
pleasing to the eye. 


veller is always sure of 
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On arriving at the post office, the clerk read over 
the names, and called the baggage of each passen* 
ger, which was handed to him accordingly. This 
is an excellent plan, and* no maa (as is frequently 
the case in England) can, either through accident 
er design, carry away more than^is o\m. 

This, though a second-rate inn, has the advan¬ 
tage of being only six steps from the post office. 
I supped in - the s;iIoon with a young officer and 
two students—not one whom toofi either salt 
<>!’ mustard with his veal cutlets. This is a 
striking peculiarity in the habits of foreigners (par¬ 
ticularly Germans), contrasted with •the English. 
Thinking at first that it might possibly be from in¬ 
advertence, I pushed a salt-cellar aipross the tabl^ 
to the officer, but he touched it not. I recollect at 
dinner at Trounstein, the Theologus helped him¬ 
self to salt only as a favour begged of him by me. 

Tt makes me think lightly of a man who has so 
mawkish a palate. I have more than once nearly 
choked a young German student, by lielping him 
to some of my cayenne—a little parcel of which I 
carry in my waistcoat pocket, to give piqiianc5^ to 

t I 

the watery soups o^Germauy. One youth bawled 
out “ Fier, fier,” and seemed to think flame was ac¬ 
tually to issue from his mouth. 

Spent all of this day in the society of my excellent 
friend the Baron, whom I found in his Danube garb, 
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seated upon his legs, and tranquilly blowing out 
clouds of smoke from a long Turkish pipe. I had 
taken him by surprise, having arrived several days 
sooner than my Jost letter led him to expect. The 
Baron was overjoy^ to see any one who knew or 
cared anything about Greece. He feels sadly out of 
his element at honce, as the matters that most inte¬ 
rest him are subjects of profound indifference with all 
the members of bis family and friends. He is tired 
of doing nothing, and lojjgs to get back to the fa- 
tjguing duties of cavalry officer. His family re¬ 
ceived me with much hospitality and welcome, and 
1 am just now* returned from their chateau, where 
I dined and supped. The Baron's father is one of 
the ancient nqblesse of Franconia, which was for¬ 
merly an Ecclesiastical Duchy—Wiirsburg being 

« 

the capital and seat of government. The Palace of 
the reigning Bishop is a superb edifice, equal, J 
think, to the Thuilleries, but now standing empty. 
It has been assigned as a residence to the Dowager 
Queen of Bavaria, but she has never yet made it 
her* abode. It was Napoleon who secularized the 
Ecclesiastical Duchies. Fraifbonia was annexed to 

f ' J 

Bavaria, but the inhabitants da not seem much at¬ 
tached to their new master; more especially the 
nobles, who have necessarily lost much of their an¬ 
cient considerationdby the transfer. 

The Baron conducted me this forenoon through 
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the General Hospital—a vast and elegant pile en¬ 
dowed by one of the late rdgning biishops. It con¬ 
tains twenty-eight wards, with twelve beds in each, 
remarkable for extreme* cleanliness and comfort. 

i 

I aip surprised that a town of only 25,000 inhabi- 
tants should have so large an estAblishment. After 
dinner (during which, by the wAy, I had an oppor¬ 
tunity of drinking Stein and Johannisberg wines in 
the highest' perfection) we drove to the Dead 
House, some short wa 3 fc*out of the town. There 
were only three bodies exposed, and upon the chest 
of each was placed a nicely-poised frame of \yood 
supporting a leaden bullet connected*with the end 
of a bell-rope; the smallest expansion of the chest 
by inspiration suffices to upset thisi frame, and the 
sudden (pll of the bullet causes a bell to ring vio¬ 
lently. As there were no spectators, I bogged of 
the guardian to show me the operation of the con¬ 
trivance, which ho did at once by merely disturbing 
the equilibrium of the frame. 

Have engaged a place in a vetturino, .which starts 

at six to-ifiorrow morning for Shaifenburg.* * 

♦ • 

Frankfort, 30. —Left Wiirsburg at six 

A. M. on the 26th. My companions were both 
Germans: one a Prussian bagman, on whose ac¬ 
count we deviated from the main road, stopping at 
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various villages until he had transacted his affairs. 
This was not pleasant, but a man is always learning 
something from travelling, and another time I shall 
bargain that tho wetturinb is to take the nearest 
road. Dined at Esselbaoh. Before sitting dpwn, 

t 

two remarkable Idbking persons arrived. The gen¬ 
tleman, a tall fine looking man, in a handsome Ty¬ 
rolese dress, green jacket, knee-breechesi open neck 
and waistcoat, short lacing boots reaching up to 
lower part of the calf, withorich cut handle of knife 
and fork of deer horn projecting from his breechos- 
pooket. The lady was dressed in a black velvet 
spencer, voluminous puckered gown, very short, 
and displaying a pair of remarkably handsome feet 
and ankles. Her beautiful dark-brown hair was 
braided, and fastened by a black velve| ribbon 
knotted on the forehead. A gold chain wound 
many times round her neck, and a bunch of keys 
hung from lier girdle. T have seldom been more 
struck with a female figure—her age may have 
been twenty-six, and her height not less than five 
feet ten. Her elegant carriage and fine cotmtenance, 
added to her peculiar drpss, ga^e her quite a Diana 
Vernon appearance. I had supposed the husband 
to be one of the principal Jagers or Huntsmen of 
the King. At dinner I sat directly opposite to 
the lady, and was inwardly regretting my ignorance 
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of the German, which prevented me from entering 
into conversation, when, to my no £piail surprise, 
on handing her across a dish, she declined the ci¬ 
vility by saying—“ No,. I* thank ypu, sir.” Here 
was a challenge which 1 was of course not loath to 
accept, and we immediately entened on a codversa- 
tion in English. On asking how she knew me to 
be an Englishman, particularly through the disguise 
of a Greek capote and Turkish cap which I wore at 
the time, she said she sj/^eeted me before sitting 
down to dinner, but that my politeness'in offering 
her the dish before helping myself, made her cer- 
tain. Verily, this was complimenting me at the 
severe expense of her countrymen! In a few mi¬ 
nutes I had her whole history. Slip and her hus¬ 
band are Tyrolese singers. They had been three 
years in Great Britain on a professional specula¬ 
tion, during which they visited most of the large 
towns of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and fre¬ 
quently had the honour of singing before his late 
Majesty at Windsor. She expressed the greatest 
affection for the British people, and said she never 
was so happy as ddring her stay amongst fihem; 
her husband and'she are*now returning to their 
native mountains, carrying with them a moderate 
independence, with which they intend to establish 
an hotel in the town of Schwartz, six hours’ drive 
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from Inspruok, in the Austrian Tyrol. She spoke 
English with surprising fluency and correctness, 
and might indeed have passed in all but her dross 
for a handsome, Jrishwoman. The husband, on 
the other hand, could hardly make himself under 
stood dt all in English. He knew enough, however, 
to tell me he had gut, sor gut wife, inside and 
outside,” by which he doubtless meant the charms 
of her mind were not inferior to the graces of her 
person. Hei* name is Madame Daboorga. I pro¬ 
mised to visit her should I ever be in the Tyrol, 
and was really sorry when the rumbling vetturino 
drove up to tlvt door; for ttere was a beauty and 
blandiiess in her countenance and manner, such as 
I Jiave rarely n^t with. I was pleased, moreover, 
to hear a foreigner talk in such enthusiastic tot ms 
in favour of my country. 

Shortly after quitting Esselbach we entered a 
fine forest, ^eat part of which is enclosed as a 
royal ohasse. It was eight p.m. before we reached 
Schafienburg. To me it was matter of wondei 
we arrived at all, for two such miserable and 
famished-iooking aniiqals as our horses I have sel¬ 
dom seen. The one was stone-blind, with a puru¬ 
lent abscess discharging from both eyes; the othei- 
had bnt one sound eye, and his knees were quite raw 
—the skin to the size of a crown-piece having been 
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entirely rubbed off by a recent tumble. There is no 
animal of God’s creation so much tok be pitied os a 
votturino horse. No sooner is he arrived .after one 
long journey than he is forced to set out on another. 
His^ toil is never regular; from the accidents of 
travelling he may have three days of rest and six 
of fatigue: he begins his meal «>n his return home, 
and hardly knows if ho shall have time to finish it. 
The cupidity of his master never allows him to de¬ 
cline a job, no matter ^pw oxhaustoS or unfit his 
horses may be. Forty miles is the usual distance 
he travels per day; from noon until two o’clock he 
generally stops for food and ropos(k> but the poor 
animal cannot eat immediately after a stage of 
twenty miles, and how is the proc^pss of digestjpn 
to go on during a five or six hours’ trot on the 
road after his meal! 

My sheets at Shaffenburg were damp. I sus¬ 
pected os much on first lying down, bat sleep over¬ 
came me before I could muster resolution to rise 
and throw them off. The consequence was, that in 
the morning I could hardly speak from a Icxid of 
cold: however, I prosecuted my journey; to Frank¬ 
fort along a flat uninteresting road, stretching 
across a semi-barren plain, and lined with a double 
row of stiff and interminable poplars. Much to¬ 
bacco is cultivated here, judging from the quantity 
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I saw suBpended from tho roofs, and hanging all 
over the walls pf the cottages to dry. I reached 
Frankfort at one o’clock on the 27th—^put up at 
the Hotel d’Anglejterre, and next day was glad to 
exchange tho noise and bustle of a huge German 
Inn for* the quiet jpid comfortable house of my old 
and trusty friend Ij^acalistcr of Glen-Barr. Two 
days of rest, with the kind nursing of my^agreeabh' 
hostess, have diminished my cold, and to-morrow 
I proceed on ‘my way. The weather, though dry, 
is extremely cold, and I am anxious to get fixed 
somewhere for the winter. 

I 

• • 

Mayence, October 2. —Left Frankfort yesterday 
by water, in a large boat crowded to excess with 
German cockuc^s—of whom there were at least 
200 on board—I being the only Englishman. The 
day was fine, but the voyage was tedious and dull. 
Tho Maine is a slow, sneaking river, and creeps 
along with scarcely perceptible current. There 
is no scenery of any interest on tho shores. We 
were six hours in reaching Mayence, although wo 
had the assistance of four horses in addition to the 
current. The passtngeri wore of itho middle class : 
—sober, respectable, and ^pll-dressed citizens. Al¬ 
most all the ladies were working: the gentlemen 
smoked; one old pair played cards: a young 
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couple made love—rather too conspicuously, sitting 
hand locked in hand, and looking unutterable 
things at each other. I discovered a Frenchman 
in the crowd, with whoni I talked •the hours away. 

9 

We^ passed some of the largest rafts I have ever 
seen. One in particular, which appeared to be 
a quarter of a mile in length, *#r it may have con¬ 
sisted of two or three in contact with each other. 
The fare was only Is. 3d.; but I had to pay 2s. 
for carrying my effects ^to tho inn—Hotel d’Hol- 
lande, an indifferent house, but well situate for 
convenience of steam-boats. 

Mayence is full of excitement ot* this moment, 
and nothing is talked of but Gutenberg—^a statue 
of the illustrious man having beer\ erected witbjn 
these few days. Workmen are still employed, com¬ 
pleting tho railing round th^ pedestal. The statue 
is a majestic one in bronze by Thorwaldson—tho 
countenances is thoughtful—the attitude easy. He 
stands with a Bible in the loft hand, reposing on the 
breast, and holding some types in thought-hand. 
If there be a fault, it is that the cap covonS too 
much of the brow. Well may the Duchy«of ©ann- 
stadt glory in ha^ng given birth to the immortal 
inventor of printing—if, Ihdeed, the honour belong 
to him; but I rather think the. Dutch claim the 
paternity of the invention; and, if I mistake not. 
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have erected a statue either at Leyden or Haarlem 
to their Buppo^d inventor. In front of the pedes¬ 
tal is the following inscription:— 

^ • 

J0HAN«fU£.M GeNSFLEISCH 

de Gutekbero, 

Pdtricium MoguntinuiDy 
Acre pe| totam Europom collate 
Posuerunt Civcs 
1837 ’ 

Crowds of'admiring citizens and striangers ore 
constantly collected round the statue, and the to¬ 
bacco shops are full of snuff-boxes exposed at the 
windows, with ^n engraving of the monument on 
the lid. No other box is now in use among the 
Darmstadians. ^ I shewed my respect for the great 
man by purchasing one also—price only one shilling. 

On the opposite side of the pedestal is an in¬ 
scription, of which the following is a copy, verbatim 
et literatim $•— 

** Artcm, quulF GroMsos latuit, latuit^ue Latinos 
Gemioiu suUers extudit ingenium, 

Nnnc quidquid veterps sapinnt sapiuntque rerentes 
* Non Bibi Bed populis omnibus id sapinnt.” 

I think Gutenberg^ nyght have had a better epi¬ 
taph. The above seems confusoQ, and hardly good 
Latin, if I might make bold to criticise what has 
doubtless been duly revised and approved by the 
learned. On th two remaining sides of the pedes- 
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tal are bronze reliefs, representing Gutenberg en> 
gaged with his types. On the whplo, it is a very 
elegant monument, and highly creditable to the 
Darrastadians. 

Y 9 

At twelve o’clock to-day, I drove to Wiesbaden. 
Th(^ Bridge of Boats here is 605,paces across—not • 
straight, like the bridges of t|ic Danube, but de¬ 
scribing the small segment of a large circle, the 
convexity looking, of course, against the stream. 
There is a very high pontage exacted from car¬ 
riages ; to avoid which, I hired a car on the Nassau 
side of the river. An hour’s drive brought me to 
Wiesbaden; the road is lined with vineyards for the 
first part of the way, but it is feared there will be 
no vintage on the Rhino this season. The grapes 
are little larger than peas, and any I have seen at 


dinner have been as sour as verjuice. The Rhine 
wines, at least all those of a moderate price, are, in 
my opinion, detestable. I have tasted, none at the 
inns, to compare with the beer of Bavaria. 

Weisbaden is a beautiful watering-place, but I 
saw only the lifeless image. Although th^ season 
is so little advanced, all the \nsitors had departed. 
I put up at the liptel of the Quatre Saisons”—an 
odd enough name for a house which has only one, 
and that but a short-lived, season! However, it is 
a magnificent establishment, and has a saloon large 
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enough to dine three hundred persons, but I had it 
all to myself. * Where now was the sparkling eye, 
the gouty toe, the joyful laugh of convalescence ? 
All, all gone. It.was, indeed, the “banquet hall 
deserted,” and I felt a sort of melancholy come over 
*iny spii^it, to be the sole occupant where loss than a 
month ago, hundrec^s had been daily assembled, and 
while I inscribed my name in the book, I had al¬ 
most written tdtimus. A dinner of at least a dozen 


dishes was sol before me, and the landlord, who 
was most civil and communicative, waited upon me 
in person. He told me the season had been the 

fl 

very best evor,lyiown at Weisbaden—that had his 
house been double the size, ho could have filled it 


twjce over—tha,!. three hundred persons had fr(j- 
quently sat down to dinner in that very saloon— 
that a great number of English nobility had 
honoured him with their patronage—that the cures 
effected by the waters wore beyond number, and 
almost beyond belief; as one instance whereof, he 
•pioted the case of a distinguished Irish Peer, late 
( Governor of an important West India Colony, who 
arrived almost upon onitchos, and departed in 
dancing condition. * • 


After dinner, he conducted me to the baths 
(forty>three in number) pertaining to his esta¬ 


blishment. They are‘clean, large, and comfortable. 
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I tasted the waters here, and afterwards at the 
fountain, where it bubbles up from the earth at the 
temperature of 52° Eeaumur, equal to 146^* Fahren¬ 
heit. In the fountain, the waterJs of a brown rust 

colour, but on taking it up in a tumbler, it is trans- 
^ _ 

parent and colourless. The tasts is very peculiar—* 
acidulo-%aline, 1 should say, although neither acid 
nor salt is very perceptible—it is by no means un¬ 
pleasant when hot, but when drank cold, has a vapid 
and disagreeable tastc,^qr is what, ill Scotland, we 
call ttersh. The qualities are essentially stimulant, 
and its use highly extolled in all cases of chronic gout 
and rheumatism, and contracted or^taralytic limbs. 

The walks are numerous and beautiful, but the 
;j,cacias raised their tufted tops ii:\,vain—I met po 
one—the Cour 9 al where recently the song and the 
dance had reigned supremo, was now the abode of 
silence and solitude. Such are the mutations of a 
watering-place—such, too, is the life man! No¬ 
thing durable in this world of change—nothing 
certain but uncertainty. 

At three o’clock I sot out for Mayence^ much 
gratified by my short visit, in spite of the disad¬ 
vantages under which it was made. Above the 
door of mine host of the “ Quatre Saisons” is the 
following inscription, to comfort the invalid on 
his entry “ Cune vacuus hunc adeas locum, ut 
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morborum vacuus abire queas—non enim hie cura¬ 
tor qui curat. 

Cologne, Ocip^er 4. —Sailed from Mayence at 
six A.M. yesterday. *The steamer was crowded with 
‘passengers and csrriages—of the latter I counted 
ten, and of the former, at least three-fourths were 
English. I could hardly persuade myself I was not 
in an English boat. This was the first time since 
leaving Paris,*^ eighteen months ago, that T had seen 
such an assemblage of my countrymen ; and, strange 
to say, I found myself less at homo than if they had 
boon all foreigoprs. John Pull is certainly a strange 
specimen of humanity, when contrasted with other 
nation.^. It is^ impossible for one moment to mis¬ 
take him—he has an air and manner peculiar to 
himself—he enters the saloon of the hotel with a 
sturdy stop and straightforward look, taking no 
notice of the salutation that foreigners usually make 
when a stranger enters. John says to himself, “ I 
don’t know the fellows, then why should they bow 
to me ? or if they choose to do so, that is no reason 
why I should bow to them.” You can read his su¬ 
preme contempt for foreigners,* and every thing 
foreign, on his brow. Ho has an uncon<juerable 
antipathy to taking off his hat, either in saluting 
OB the street, or entering a public room. Hence, 
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from, a negleot of this easily adopted custom of 
the Continent, he gets the credit of being a man¬ 
nerless cub. In England, a gentleman never 
thinks of taking off his iiat, except it be to salute 
a lady; whereas, all over the Continent, the cus¬ 
tom prevails from the highest to the lowest rank. 
I recollect one day walking #ith the Baron de 
Wursburg in the gardens of Sohoenbrun, and 
being in doubt as to the direction^ we ought to 
take, the Baron addresstftl himself for information 

’ Jr 

to a private soldier who was standing sentry, at 
same time taking off his hat. An English sentinel 
would have thought he was insulted* by such a mark 
of respect; and yet it is in despotic countries that 
those observances are attended to,*'and perhaps'it 
is a wise policy. The lower orders are flattered by 
the tokens of respect from their superiors, and be¬ 
ing thus treated to the shadow., are content, per¬ 
haps, to forego the svhsta/nce of power. How an 
English bar-maid would stare, if my Lord this or 
that were to take off his hat, and make her a pro¬ 
found salutation, in walking past her little realm ! 
Yet so it is throughout the. Continent"; and the 
Englishman who,' from ignorance, or more likely 
from thinkin g it humbug, neglects this formality, is 
at once set down as entirely deficient in the breed¬ 
ing of a gentleman. At first, I felt some difficulty 

VOL. II. D d 
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is conforming to a habit that, with our notions of 
things, does border on the ridiculous, but a little 
practice soon rendered it easy and familiar, and I 
now find it not* a yrhit^more difficult to doff my 
hat to a French blanchmeme^ than to an English 
"Countess. * 

Ecsides his manter, which is sufficiently charac- 

4 

teristic, there are other marks which distinguish 
an Englishman,—such as a greater freshness of 
complexion, a stouter mal;», and a cleaner person. 
*^he latter is especially characteristic, for the Eng¬ 
lish gentleman is always ishaved and clean,—the 
foreigner is seldom so. I often wonder and regi’et 
that tce^ who are unquestionably rejected above all 
other nations en the Continent, should have so 
little the art of making ourselves liked also. Vet 
such is the influence of mere manner upon strangers, 
that, as a people, we are popular nowhere. The 
Englishmaif who mixes much wjth foreigners, can¬ 
not fail to find this out. Indeed, it has often been 
told to me by men with whom I have been on inti- 
matS terms. By way of compensation, however, 
it is Mattering tu fiqd^,that wherever we go, the 
power and honour of our country are well known, 
and. duly appreciated. Every foreigner, except a 
Frenchman, readily admits that England is at the 
head of the civUutation of Europe, and the opinion 
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entertained of our integrity as a nation, may be 
gathered from the confidence repoelbd in us as in>« 
dividuals. With us there is invariably a disposi¬ 
tion to distrust the foreigner :* ns respects the 
English abroad, it is quite the reversf. Judging 

from my own experience, I shoufd say this feeling 

» 

was carried too far. I have ^ne into a tailor’s 
shop, in a town where I was an utter stranger, and 
ordered articles of clothing, which have been made 
and sent to my inn, and even left there, without 
previous payment. This of itself is proof of whaf^ 

I advance^ and is but 6ne of many similar ones I 
might adduce. That such may not»be the case in 
Paris or Brussels, where crowds of worthless Eng¬ 
lish resort, and where disgraeeful gaming and etluu* 
transactions take place, need be no matter of won- 

it 

der; but the farther the Englishman goes from 
homo, and tli© more he deviates from the fashion¬ 
able thoroughfare^f his country, the ihore will he 
find himself respected and confided in. I have had 
proofs of this in my wanderings over many lands, 
and others have doubtless found it so also. * * 

With regard to the tmyre|sions which we* carry 
away of the different nations of Europe, they are, 

I think, often erroneous, purely on account of that 

unfortunate exclusiveness of character, and reserve < 

« 

of manner, which render us liable to be treated 
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with less kindneas and cordiality than we should 
otherwise meet with. 1 sat beside an Englishman 
one day at a table d'hote in Germany. We entered 
into conversation*: he adced me how I liked the 
Glermans ? ^ replied, “ Very much; that J .had 
'always found thehi a plain, unaifeoted, civil, and, 
generally speaking,tan honest people.” At this he 

X 

expressed great surprise, and added, that he had 
travelled and resided much amongst them, and 
that he disliked them moaa even than the French, 
for they had the same intense hatred of the Eng¬ 
lish, without the good mamlers to conceal it. Now, 
I for one deny»1^at the mass of the French have a 
hatred against the English. The causes of former 
bitterness and animosity are daily growing more 
remote, and the present generation of both nations 

•4 

may mix in familiar intercourse, without fear of 
unpleasant collision. Because the editor of a 
French newspaper pens a spitej^ and ill-natured 
article against England, it does not follow that, 
in so doing, he represents the feeling of his na¬ 
tion.* I have traversed France from one end to 


the other) and have^ resided ten months in the 
capital—a great pr rt of the time in a French 


family>»mhced much with the people, and yet, in 
all thi|/<We, I never witnessed a single proof 

t 

of httent jealousy on;ill-will against my country,— 
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with one solitary exception, indeed, which hap¬ 
pened, too, in the ** Chambre des Pairs1 had 
got a ticket of admission from the Duke of Mon-> 
tebello, to be present at* one o( tfab sittings of the 

trial of the celebrated Fiesohi and his associates, 
• • - 

and in the gallery to which I was conducted, and 
which contained twenty-five peNons, there was one 
old grey-headed Frenchman, who finding roe to be 
an En^ishman, bad the impertinence to make 

some disrespectful ^nwrks upon England. - 1 told 

• ♦ 

him, that when I wished his opinion on tho honour 
of my country, I would ask it; until then, I begged 
he would hold his peace. He did* so, and spoke 
not another woixi. Our dispute excited consider¬ 
able attention among the other gentlemen present, 
in justice to whom I must' say, that one and all 
seemed to be of opinion that the abuse of the old 
man was both unjust and ill-timed; for when he 
interposed his v^oro, I was speaking* to a gentle¬ 
man two removes from where he sat. But now, 
back to the point. I asked the gentleman what 
foreign country he did like ? He replied, “'Swit¬ 
zerland.” And why ? Not, that the Swiss were 
an agreeable pe'ople—that their mountains were 
sublime—their valleys were beautiful; but because 
he felt so much at home in travelling in Switzerland. 
Verily, I thought it strange that a man should go 
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abroad to find himself at home. No, no. The 
Englishman mdy depend on it, that when he car¬ 
ries away a disagreeable impression of a foreign 
people, he owes iiiu 9 h of *11 (although of course he 



and over-conscioui^ess that he is the subject of an 
Empire over whosefkdominions the sun goeth not 
down. 

But it is chiefly the summer tourist, or the man 

f ^ 

who han never quitted his«kome, till arrived at an 
age when prejudice of country, manners, &c. are 
too deeply rooted to be shaken, who is so conspi¬ 
cuous and distinct a character amongst foreigners. 
He who has been much abroad, and who has chosen 
thv season of youth for his travels, soon acquires a 
different manner, at least among strangers; he for¬ 
gets, or leaves behind him, the usages of his coun¬ 
try, and wisely endeavours to become one of the 
new family ifito which he has entered, in preference 
to standing altogether aloof, as is too much the 
fashion with our summer-touring countrymen. But 
I forget I am on the Bhine—a much over-rated 
river, in rtiy opinion., The day was extremely fa¬ 
vourable for the view, and I sat upon deck anxious 
to admire what I had heard so enthusiastically ex¬ 
tolled. I was disappointed—^grievously so. Many, 
indeed, were the ejaculations,—“ Magnifique!”— 
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“ Superb I" and, “ Oh, how beautiful I" &o. “ Is 
not that divine I**' But, to my eyes, there is too 
much of sameness in the oharaoter of the Rhine. 
The range of hill is ftmnotoneus, and the eye 
wearies of the everlasting vine. The old castles 
are, indeed, highly picturesque, %>nd these give to 
the socneiy its chief and peculisu* charm; but there 
is little wood, and none of imposing age or growth. 

But to be enabled to judge of the beauties of the 
Rhine, one should stop,, tnd linger, and scramble on 
the banks. It is impossible to appreciate scenery 
when one is rushing down the river at the rate of 
twelve miles an hour. As well might one read all 


Shakspeare in a day, and then discuU his beauties. 
On the whole, however, judging from the rapid«coMy> 
(Toeil T have had, I should say that its banks are not 
to bo compared with the Hudson for boldness and 
majesty of outline, or for grandeur and gorgeousness 
of wood. Neither is there any part of its course, 
from Mayence to Coblentz, so striking, romantic, 
and precipitous, as the shores of the “ dark rolling 
Danube” between Drenkova and Orsova. If may 
be that a personal loss jaiyid|ped my vision ;* for in 
the steam-boat sOme barefaced and most accursed 
thief stole my plaid of the Camming tartan. Ac¬ 
cording to my use and wont, I had carefully folded, 

s 

and deposited it in the comer of the cuddy, from 
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which it had been, with a matchlees effrontery, 

carried off prdbably by some passenger who had 

1 

gone ashore at Bingum; for it was immediately 
after we called thbr^ that t missed it. I summoned 

the waiter, conduoteur, and steward, and had,the 

^ ^ • • 
vessel searched fore and aft; but, alas! in vain; it 


is gone for ever! aild tha loss of it has touched me 
nearer than a more serious affliction might have 
done. It had been my cloak by day, my jj^onket 
by night, during the last tw® years and more:—hhd 
been with me in the crater of Vesuvius—on the top 
of the Pyramid —at the Cataracts of the Nile—and 
among the swtttnps of the Danube. Whore is it 
now f Gracing probably the shoulders of some fat 
German frau ! *1 waited here all this day, in the 
fond, but delusive hope, that the servants of an 
English family of rank, who landed at Bingum, 
might possibly, in the confusion, have ipistaken it 
for the proiferty of their mistresses; but the family 
has just arrived, and no tidings of the plaid. Would 
I had caught the culprit in the act of landing with 
it! Meantime, may its fringe be converted into 
Scorpions' tails, to i^in^ to madness the devilish 
thief! I take comfoi t, however, ffom one reflection, 
that Niagara is left me. The loss of that faithful 


companion, and oft tried friend, would have afflicted 
me tenfldd moi^. 
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Cologne is the dirtiest town in Germany, or in 
the world, probably; the same remark may well 
be applied to the inn—Rheinberg by name— 
where I lodge. Both are a disgrftoe to the Prus¬ 
sian Empire. I spent the forenoon in sauntering 
through the town. The Cathedral, if completed,' 
would be the finest Gothic edifice in Europe. The 
bridge of boats here is only 455 paces in brqadth; 
at Mayence it is 605. To-morrow morning I de¬ 
scend fo Rotterdam. TJie climate Is mild, dry, 
and delightful; very different from that of Munich 
and Frankfort; if it continue for a fortnight or 
three weeks, the vintage may yet ^Qme to some¬ 
thing. 


• ^ » 

Holland—The HACfUE, October 7. —Sailed from 
Cologne at seven A. M. on the 5th. Great crowd 

of passengers; as usual, the majority English. 

_ • 

The day was showery, and the banks of the river 
were totally without interest. We reached Nime- 
guen, the first town on the Dutch frontier, at ten 
p. M. I was struck to find myself all of a sudden 
in a bed-room with carpet, four-post bed, curthins, 
&;c. I had not boon siniilat^y lodged since quitting 
England. 

Yesterday morning we resumed our voyage, and 
reached Rotterdam at half-post two P. m. Set out 

E e 
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immediately with Mr Palmer, for the Hague. The 
distance is fourteen miles, and the travelling ex¬ 
cellent. There were four seats in the diligence, 
but only one copipartment, holding comfortably 
twelve persons. Tie horses, three in number, were 
*^harnei^sed abreast. Singular country! A 'dead 
level, intersected bjj^ canals in every direction. On 
either side of the road are immense meadows. 

h * 

greener than emerald, divided by long straight 
ditches, fed from a cana^^the surface of which is 
several feet ahwe the level of the road. The ditches 
supply the place of fences, and are also sources of 
irrigation. IJij^mbers of black and white cows were 
grazing on the fields, in pretty and picturesque 
gi’oyps, forming; good subjects for the pencil of Paul 
Potter. 

Arrived here at seven o’clock, and put up at the 
“ New Doelen.” What a striking contrast with 
tho inns of Germany! There was no one in the 
lobby. At length a waiter made his appearance* 
abstracted and confused, as if ho had awoke 
from a trance. He conducted us to the public 
room, which had a grate and fire-place, carpet, 
mahogany table, f c. ft might have been the room 
of an hotel in London, so thoroughly English was 
the air of the fitting up, &o. Dined, and slept 
profounuly in a most sumptuous bed. 
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This morning we drove to the village of Sche> 
velyn, three miles from the Hague, on,the sea shore. 
The road lies through an avenue of elms or poplars. 
The village is entirely inhabited fishermen and 
their families. We encountered an old dame sit¬ 


ting'in a little cart, laden with fish, and driving a« 
four-in-hand team of dogs to ^market, cantering 
along at the rate of six miles an hour. A few 
Imndred yards from the village, there is a largo 
hotel built close to the beach, for the accoromo- 

f • 

dation of bathers, who fiock here in great numbers, 
but the season is now over. The country in the 
neighbourhood of the hotel, present^ ,a remarkable 
appearance. Although built almost on the beach, 
the view of the sea is shut out by^the numb^f §f 
sand hillocks that skirt the shore. These, desolate 
as they appear, are not without their use, for they * 
act as natural barriers against the encroachments of 
the sea. The roots of a tough grassy weed growing 
upon them, bind the sand, and prevent its being 
blown away by the wind. 

While breakfast was preparing, we walked down 
to the beach. About fifty boats had just coAie in 
—singular looking £raft, as^road at the bow as at 
the stern ; they were all aground outside the surf— 
the fishermen wading in up to their necks, and land¬ 
ing the fish. A host of women—the most fantastic 
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amazons I ever beheld, were on the shore receiving 
the spoil, selling a portion to purchasers on the spot, 
and dispatching the remainder to market on the 
heads of the carrying women. After a most deli¬ 
cious breakfast of fresh sea fish—a luxury long a 
■ stranger to me, «we returned to the Hague 'by a 
different road, anc^ visited a palace of the King in 
the neighbourhood of the town. Royalty in Hol¬ 
land appears under a very unostentatious garb. 
The palace ift question rpight be the residence of 
an English Alderman, or less important personage. 
There is little worth seeing in the interior, which is 


chiefly romarkjble for chaste simplicity, and some 
curious Japanese tapestry. To-day I wandered all 
oyej ^he Hagye. It is the prettiest town in th(‘ 
world; pretty as regards human ingenuity and 
cleanliness; the latter is carried almost to an ex¬ 
treme ; and yet it is a pleasure to behold such 
streets anddiouses, especially after the abominations 
of Cologne. The pavement consists of small oblong 
bricks, smooth and regular, placed perpendicularly, 
and*forming an absolute Mosaic. The houses are 
also t>f brick. There is no stone in Holland, ex- 
cept a blue slate, v 'lich is used for pavement. P^ach 
house has a bell and knocker. The streets remind 
me of the High Street of Leamington, only the 
latter is not so nice and tidy. Servant girls are 
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scrubbing and mopping all day, and pumping up 
water on the windows, as high eveR as the third 
storey. We are so pleased and struck with the 
Hague, that we intend going to Amsterdam this 
ovoning. 

Amsterdam, Oct 8. —Nino p^m. Left the Hague 
at half-past four P. M. yesterday, and arrived here 
at ten. The diligence was large and comfortable, 
and lined throughout jvjth black velvet. There 
wore twelve pjwsongors, all of whom, or nearly all, 
smoked cigars. The only inconvenience of the 
Dutch diligence is, that there being, but one door 
on either side, a person from the two backmost 
seats cannot step out without spr|bwling his.,lej^s 
over those seated in front. 

On entering Amsterdam, we proceeded at a walk¬ 
ing pace almost the whole way to the Bureau. 
On inquiring the reason, 1 found it \\«.s owing to 
the trembling of the houses, caused by the rapid 
motion, of a heavy vehicle, the whole city being 

built upon piles. After breakfast 1 stood for an 

« 

hour at the window, lookii^ at the people passing 
on the way to charch—a highly respectable popu¬ 
lation of well-dressed, sober, bulky citizens. The 

town has a severity of aspect not to be met with 

« 

in Catholic countries on the Sabbath-day. I at- 



384 


ENGLISH SERMON. 


tended church afterwards, and heard an excel¬ 
lent sermon in English from a Dutch clergyman; 
from the circumstance of his praying devoutly 


for King William andjthe rest of the House ol 
Orange, and not for our Victoria, the congroga- 
tion must have been Dutch also. The Dutch arc 
more like the English than any other people ol 
Europe. I should say the chief difference was in 
the sallower complexion and broader build of the 
Hollander. * « 

After service we drove through a great part ol 
the town, accompanied by Mr B. H. Shrbeder, a 


young Dutch» #nerchant, who speaks English re¬ 
markably well. Indeed, all the gentlemen of Hol- 
iRjUd ^ro familjar with English. Amsterdam is a 
vast city, intersected every where by canals:—dil- 
foring, however, from Venice in having streets as 


well as canals, with generally a row of handsome 
trees lining^them. It is singular that trees should 
grow to such a size here, when the roots must be 
bathed in brackish water. At Rotterdam the 
candls are fresh;—here, being all supplied by the 
Zuydfir-Zeo, they a^e pocessarily salt, or, at all 
events, brackish: ueuce* there is no fresh water in 
Amsterdam. Each house has a cistern for collect¬ 


ing rain; when these are exhausted, as frequently 
happens, water is iftaported from a distance, and at 
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very little expense, owing to the facilities and cheap¬ 
ness of canal-carriage. The houses ^re all of brick, 
and in many situations, from the sinking down of 
the piles, whole streets oven may 1?e seen inclining 
greatly from the perpendicular, and looking all 
awry; but I believe they seldom fall. There is 
an air of much commercial wealth here even on the 

I 

Sunday, and of cleanliness also, although not car¬ 
ried to the same extent as at the Hague. Hack¬ 
ney coaches do not stand in the streets: this is an 
inconvenience in so largo a city, more especially as 
there are no gondolas on the canals. It is not the 
fashion to travel by water. The trfi>meau is more in 
use than the wheel-caiTiage— i.e. the body of a 
carriage mounted upon skates. This is as clumsy 
to look at, as it must be disagreeable to riJe in. 

Having seen all the finest parts of the town, we 
set out for Saardem—an hour’s drive only after 
crossing the Zuyder-Zoe. We might have gone 
all the way in a small steamer, which plies several 
times during the day, but a carriage loft us more 
masters of our time. The road is a dead level as 
usual, stretching along a massive bul\<{^irk*erected 
against the encroachmeAts of the sea. There is 
neither hill nor stone in all Holland. Singular 
country indeed! wrested as it were from Ocean. 
This is no metaphor, but literally and actually true. 
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The ingenuity and perseverance of man have here 
achieved an everlasting monument;—that is to 
say, so long as ho relaxes not in his vigilance; 
for were Holland Joft foi;^d single year to itself, it 
would again become the property of the element 
from w'hich it ha* been conquered. But Mynheer 
Dutchman takes c^ro of this. There arc sluices 
and dams, flood-gates and barriers, "‘very where— 
all under the immediate control and superintend¬ 
ence of the government. ., 

Sadrdem is a perfect curiosity. I never saw 
such a gem of a village. It is clean, and trim, and 
tidy, even to tlv) ludicrous. One cannot help fan¬ 
cying that it is inhabited solely by old maids. The 
wealthy citizen yetires here from the fatigues and 
bustle of Amsterdam. Wo visited, of course, the 
famous hut, once the abode of Peter the Groat, 
when he was learning the craft of ship-building. 
It is made ctf planks of wood, and, to preserve it 
from decay, is enclosed by an outer building. 
Alexander of Russia was here. A small plain stone 
placed by himself in the wall, records his visit in 

these ^ords— * , 

* • \ 

“ PETBO MAGNO—ALEXANDER.” 

We had a delicious fish dinner of perch, dressed 
d la water aouchy. There was the celebration of 
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an annual fair at Saardem, which lasts for ten days 
dr a fortnight. In the evening wa strolled out to 
see what was going on—stalls of all sorts of mer¬ 
chandize were displayed^ which •rather surprised 
mo, the day being Sunday—a vast crowd was in 
the streets, and amongst themm number of hand¬ 
some women, tall, large, and^ well complexioned; 
but the Dutch women aro veiy' clumsy about the 
i'cet and ankles, more so even than my own coun¬ 
trywomen. ^. * 

At seven o’clock we returned to ^Vmsterdaui, 
highly gratified by our day's occupation, and much 
indebted to young Schrdedor fo^\ his exceeding 
politeness. No traveller should visit Holland with¬ 
out breakfasting on fish at Schovflyn, and djiyng 
on ditto at Satlrdem. The latter is the Blackwall 
of Holland, and the water mucky perch may almost 
vie in flavour with the white bait. To-morrow W(.‘ 
return to Rotterdam. » 

Rotterdam, October 0 .—Ten p.m. —Left Am¬ 
sterdam at seven a. M. this morning, '('hd dili¬ 
gence, as usual, quite full-^-afl men—women* do not 
appear to travel in the coaches ; the higher classes 
have their own carriages—the lower orders travel 
by the canal-boats. Every part of Holland is ac¬ 
cessible by water; the boats start with the utmost 
regularity, and travel about five miles an hour. 
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On the other side of Haarlem, we traversed a 
narrow part of ^he Zuyder Zee, by an artificial bul¬ 
wark stretching across it. The meadows near Am¬ 
sterdam are as. green ^ those of Rotterdam, 
and the water which irrigates them is brackish. 
Betweeh Haarlem «,nd the Hague, the road is lined 
by gentlemen's seats and summer villas; many of 
them having an inscription such as “ mine luist,” 
“ my repose,” or somb similar appellation, indica¬ 
tive of the quiet and coiitqqted ease of the proprie¬ 
tor. I have at length found a country which knows 
how to appreciate rural retirement. The Dutch 
must be a donq^stic people—those who take such 
pains to embellish their honies, cannot be fond of 
qujttji^ them. ^ Here the houses are nicely and 
tastefully built, and the grounds laid out with ever¬ 
greens, shrubberies, and parterres of flowers. We 
passed two splendid seats, one of which had an un¬ 
dulating park (a rare thing in Holland), stocked 
with deer and fine timber. I suppose we met at 
least thirty gentlemen’s carriages on the road this 
morning—handsome comfortable vehicles, with 
smart Sive»y-servant8 sitting on the dickey; they 
were the proprietors of tlio country seats probably, 
going into town for business. One sees every whei'e 
in Holland the tokens of wealth and abundance, 
and yet the puzzle is, whence comes the prosperity 
of the Dutch nation ! Assuredly they have it not 
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at ho me—the whole country is either green grass 
or water—hence, they have no agrVsullure, neither 
are they a manufacturing people. The magic word 
commerce^ yields a read^ solution* of the problem. 
Heroin is the source of Holland'’s riches. The pro¬ 
ducts of her colonies in the East and West’ Indies, 
make up for the nakedness of ^the land at home. 

At ono o’clock wo reached the Hague, and re¬ 
paired immediately to the Museum, which was shut 
on the former occasion. It contain ft a curious and 
extensive collection of Chinese and Japanese tir- 
ticles, and likewise a Picture Gallery, which I had 
only half an hour to inspect. The most striking 
picture in the collection is ono by Paul Potter, re¬ 
presenting a cow lying down, and,a bull 
beside her, both the size of life, and exhibiting na¬ 
ture transferred to canvass. I verily believe if a 
living bull wore introduced, ho would walk straight 
u[) to this masterly painting. The Expression of 
the cow is inimitable—so sedate, so motherly, and 
so perfectly indifferent to all but her own comfort; 
the cold dew on her nose, too, ono could dlmost 
wipe it off! The attitudo.of Jho bull is spirited and 
good, but his exilrcssion is too raised and wild, and 
more that of a savage beast, than one of tlio gra¬ 
minivorous family. Doubtless ho is enamoured of ; 
“ crummy,” but even then, his expression is an ex¬ 
aggeration of nature. 
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At two o’clock we started for Rotterdam. The 
facilities of travelling are immense in Holland— 
coaches start almost hourly on all tho great roads, 
and invariably with the sjiroke of the clock. It is 
only a commercial nation that thus knows the value 
of time! There afe a number of windmills on the 
road, used chiefly for sawing wood, and pumping 
water out of the meadows; the lovv«r part forms 
the habitation of the miller. Such windmills 1 

have seen in iiD country. .^11 nations of the earth, 

•» 

England not excepted, should come hero to study 
the art of cleanliness—for nowhere else is that do- 
inestic blessing parried to such an extent. 

We arrived at the hotel just in time for the 
tabfe^cTh6te, at fgur o’clock. There were two tables, 
at the larger of which about thirty persons, all 
English, were assembled. I dined at a smaller one, 
with two French ladies, a Russian Count, and a 
Dutchman. ‘It must provoke foreigners to sec their 
country thus in a manner usurped by the English. 
A young Prussian traveller complained to a friend 
of mino, that during three days he staid at the 
Goldeii Stag at Munich, ^o could And no one in tho 
inn with whom to speak German !* the lodgers wore 
all English. We raise the prices, too, at tho hotels 
—every thing soon doubles in tho track of John Bull 
—and this is one very natural grudge that foreign¬ 
ers owe us. At the “ Hotel d’Angloterre” of 
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Frankfort, there are two tables d'hdte daily—one at 
two o'clock, at three francs, th^ other at four 
o'clock, at four francs. On arriving at the said 
hotel, I asked the waiter the hour of dinner. He 
answered, “ four o'clock.” “What!" said I, “ do 
yon not dine before four o'clock ?” “ Oh yes, we 

have a table d'hote at two o’clock, but it is not for 
the English !” To it, however, I wont, and a bettor 
dinner no man could possibly have desired; and yet 
the English submit to pay an additional franc for 
a dinner pofhaps not so good. 

It is really too absurd in my counti’ymon to to¬ 
lerate this sort of folly. We only ^ot laughed at by 
the innkeepers, who pocket our cash, and wo give 
offence to foreigners by our exclusiveness. H ow 
can we be liked, when we take every pams, and 
even go to some expense, to avoid contact with the 
people we come to live amongst \ I do not deny ^ 
the right of the English to dine at a/iy hour they 
choose; but T charge them with folly in submitting 
to the imposition of an extra franc, and also with 
a total want of cosmopolitism, in not confornqing to 
the usages of the country. Whatever may be the 
faults of the Frgnch cha/Tacler, as citizens of the 
world they are certainly far our superiors. The 
Frenchman, go where ho may, knows how to adapt 
himself to change of circumstances and persona 
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and be does so with a grace that is sure to make 
him welcome, ^he Englishman does not do so: and 
hence the dislike entei-tained against us by many 

of our colonies. The Maltese, Ionian, and Cana- 

♦ . 

dian subjects of England, are all discontented and 
grumbling,—not l^cause they are harshly ruled, 
politically speaking, for they well know the benefit 
their respective countries have reaped under the 
British sceptre; but solely because we look down 
upon them, and draw a line of separation which 
they cannot pass. We are either deficient in the 
tact, or wo do not choose to bo at the trouble of 
conciliating their affections. With regard to our 
immense Indian population, the same reasoning 
does not apply. W'^ith them prejudices of caste and 
religion have such an influence, that they reject 
every thing like social communication with the 
white man. Justice^ and a non-interference with 
their religions observances, are all they require. 
Wo give them these, and they ai'e satisfied. It has 
often been matter of wonder to me, that in Eng- 
land,- 5 -tho freest country on the face of the earth, 
America, not excepted, there should be the greatest 

^ c 

number of gradation in l^ooiety, qnd the most im¬ 
passable gulf between the two extremes, and even 
the intermediate links of the social chain. It might 
almost be set down as a rule, that in proportion as 
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the power of the state is absolute, so is the distance 
between master and servant, or, other words, 
the upper and lower classes, diminished. In Tur¬ 
key, for example, there is not ^alf the servility 
in the manners of the people that there is in 
Britain.—Nay, the vor)* slave fr^m Ethiopia is on a 
much more familiar footing in his master’s house 
than the chief domestic in England. In the abso¬ 
lute goveninjents too of Gennany and Italy, the* 

servant and master are on comparatively equal and 

» 

companionable terms. I lived once in a house in 
Paris kept by two old maids, where the two men- 
servants were Negroes from the Isle of Bourbon and 
1 have often been struck and pleased with the perfect 
ease and familiarity of the said grinning Negroes in 
the presence of their mistresses. In the island of 
Martinique I had opportunity of witnessing the 
much greater kindliness of manner with which the 
French masters treated their slaves : fl,nd yet the 
political servitude was far more severe in the 
French than the English Colonies; and probably 
too the treatment, as far as regarded fqpd and 
clothing, was better under us. Yet lyichais the 
effect, particularly on untMucated minds, of kind¬ 
ness of manner, that I do vefily believe the slaves 
of an English would gladly transfer themselves to a 
French master. It is, in my opinion, a great mis- 
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take to siippose, that obedience and gentle treat¬ 
ment cannot *^0 together. This may, indeed, be 
true on board a man-of-war, but in domestic rela¬ 
tions, I believe the very reverse. The Reform Bill 
has done a good deitl in amalgamating the different 
(glasses of society, Jbut as yet the amalgamation is 
chiefly political, and has had but little influence on 
the social economy. 

It is my firm belief, that next to the Chinese, 
and the Ameriaans perhaps, England is the most pre¬ 
judiced nation on the face of the earth. How is this 
weakness to bo accounted for ? Is it to be found in 


her proud and pre-eminent station among the king¬ 
doms of the earth,—or haply in her insular posi¬ 
tion, which, to a certain extent, excludes her from 
general intercourse with the rest of Europe ? 
Hardly. The consciousness of superior power 
ought not to fostfjr prejudice—^but, on the con¬ 
trary, shoulij, induce an enlarged toleration; and 
as for our sea-girt shores, the failing is not con¬ 
fined to those only who have never left their 
homoji. It is to bo found I believe in the blood—a 

9 

certain,something not analyzablc. Providence has, 
it appears, fixed witl *an ^immutable stamp certain 
moral charactoristios*on certain races, which they 
are destined to retain in spite of circumstances the 
most favourable for their effacement. The Arab 
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is still the Arab, and the Groek the Greek—al- 
though for centuries they have been in contact 
with the Turk, whoso nature is as different from 
theirs as the poles are wide asjiiider. Nothing has 
(.Ivor changed the character of the Jew. Though 
scattered among all the nations of the earth, the 
Hebrew lineaments and the IVbrew character re¬ 
main unchanged. No doubt this character was 
peculiarly stamped by the Almighty; and so is 
it to some extent with •the Englishman :—English 
he will over continue, glorying in the land of 
his brnth, and wedded oven to its prejudices. 
But the goodliest tree is not withcflrt excrescences, 
which, however they may mar the beauty of the 
stem, take nothing from the value* of tho^i<itrt)br ; 
and John Bull, prejudices and all, if weighed in the 
scale with other nations, will be found neither 
wanting nor d(;ficient in all the sterling features of 
character. I take the Dutch to be very like us in dis¬ 
position—more cold I should say even than wo are, 
and less accessible to the stranger,—a people whom 
we would respect rather than love—rcmark&ble for 
loyalty, habits of indust^, ofrugality, ftnd perse¬ 
verance, but possessing little enthusiasm or imagi¬ 
nation. t can hardly fancy a Dutch Milton or 
Byron; and as for Holland producing a Taglioni, 

' the idea seems absurd; and yet her annals may be 
rich in both for aught I know. 

VOL. II. . . » f 
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By the way, there is one grievous eye-sore in all 

m 

the Dutch towifs, namely, reflecting mirrors fastened 
outside the windows of almost every house, enabling 
the family within tq see all that is passing in the 
street without the members appearing at the win¬ 
dow. Whether tfiey sit spying all day, I do not 
know; but the infeq^nce that they do, is a fair one: 
else why have they glasses there! This is an idle, 
inquisitive, gossiping occupation, and one that must 
lead every stranger to carry away an unfavour¬ 
able impression of the domestic character of the 
Dutch. 

Rotterdam, October 10.—The steamboat “ Ba- 
tatitt,'i'\ started'for London at eight o’clock this 
morning. I accompanied Mr Palmer, who sailed 
by her, on board, but did not like the style of ac¬ 
commodations. She is, besides, a favourite, and» 
therefore to*be avoided. The crowd of passengers 
was prodigious. I preferred taking a berth in the 
“ Giraffe,” a mail-boat, and a guinea cheaper, which 

t 

sails to-morrow’ morning. 

I passed' all the forano^m wandering alone through 
Rotterdam. It is a curious and an amusing city to 
saunter through,—canals, and ships, and streets, and 
trees, are all blended together in harmonious con¬ 
fusion. Ho who has been in every town of Europe, 
will find much to interest and excite him here. 
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Where else than in Holland can a man step from 
his bed-room into a ship, and embark for America 
or India? Holland is certainly one pf the most 
interesting countries of Europe*, and has peculiari- 
tit^ belonging to no other. Indeed, it is one great 
peculiarity. I would advise all ray countrymen who 
are so eager to rush up an(k down the Rhine, to 
pause in their haste, and make a short tour in this 
country. Woods, and castles, and hills, and rivers, 
are every where to bo* seen; but we have not the 
daily means of observing the triumph of man over 
the element of water, on such a scale as Holland 
presents. As a prolonged residence, it must be 
dull, and damp, and foggy, and, I should imagine, 
unhealthy; and yet iiitermittents^arc little AfThvn. 
The economy of the canals is so well regulated, 
that the waters arc seldom stagnant or oifensive,* 
—hence the immunity from fever. 

As for field sports, Holland can have none. 
Riding across tho country is out of tho question. 

A single hour would suffice to drown a whole field 

. • 

of fox-hunters, hounds and all. Snipe and wild 
duck are the only species j)f game bird to be found. 

I was at first puzzled how the sportsman was to 
make his way across the meadows, unless he car¬ 
ried a small boat along with him. But a Dutch 
gentleman told mo that nothing was easier than to 
traverse all parts^ of the country with the assistance 
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of a long pole, hy means of which the broadest^ 
ditches are easily cleared, and even canals twenty- 
two feot in breadth. The last assertion was rather 
staggering, but my ir.formh,nt was too respectable 
to deceive me. « 

There are a number of Jews here. I wandered 
through an open mai^ot-place full of their commo¬ 
dities,-*-old clothes, old iron, consisting of hoops, 
hinges, locks, prooked and rusty nails, broken 
pokers, and trumpery of every sort, were displayed 
on the ground. The city is every where intersected 
by canals, many of thQm crowded with shipping; 
cargoes were loa(£ing and discharging without a par¬ 
ticle of noise or bluster. The numerous bridges are 
raised^5’let the* boats pass; but this constantly 
recurring process offers little detention or delay to 
the public; the division being a mere slit, of width 
sufficient to Igt the mast enter—hence it is opened 
with expedition and ease. The effect of a severe 
winter, by freezing the numerous canals, must foim 
a serivus interruption to business. 

In the course of my saunter, I stumbled on the 
statue of Erasmus—f’lat groat man who is said to 
have “ laid the egg of the Reformation afterwards 
hatched by Luther.'** It stands on an arch crossing 
one of the canals, is about 10 feet in height,—a long 
loose robe enveloping the person, and the head bend- 
i^ nver an open book held in the, hand. 
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• According to the guide book, th§ original statue 
was of wood—the present is of bronze, and was 
erected in the year 1622. 

The system of non-in{ercoilrse between Holland 
and Belgium is a serious inconvenience to the tra¬ 
veller. I find it impossible to enter the Belgian 
territory without first being provided with a pass¬ 
port from the British Ambassador at* Brussels, to 
obtain which a delay of many da)» is necessary. 
Hence in order to reach Boulogne (my present 
destination), instead of traversing the Netherlands, 
I must cross over to London, and^go from tHence 
to France. True, there is a steamer from Rotter¬ 
dam to Dunkirk, but from the appearance of the 

mm ‘ 

vessel it is fit only for carrying cattle. To-morrow 
I embark in the “ Giraffe,” to bid adieu to a coun¬ 
try, remarkable only, in the flippant language of 
Voltaire, for “ canaux, canards, canaille.” I do not 
wonder that the French philosopher should have 
characterized the Dutch as a nation of canaille; for 
no two persons of the human race can bo more es¬ 
sentially distinct and different than a J^rcnchman 
and Dutchman. They ai?e the very antipodes to 
each other, both morally and physically considered. 

The Exchange is a fine large building. I on- 
tered its court a little after the merchants had 
assembled, and was surprised to have a demand 
of five stivers made upon me by the door-keeper. 
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A gentleman who wae retiring, had the politeness 
to explain in French, that all persons entering after 
a quarter past three o'clock, had to pay the same. 
This is one more psoof oiT the punctuality of the 
nation. A great ^umber of merchants were gs- 
sembled in the court,-:-€arnest, orderly, and busi> 
ness-like men. It mtght have been the Exchange 
of London. * I observed a large sprinkling of the 
Hebrew race amongst them. Under the arcade, a 
quantity of small bags, containing samples of wheat, 
barley, oats, pease, and seeds of every description, 
were’displayed.^ ^ Each person, as he passed, put 
his hand, mechanically as it were, into his favourite 
ba g^to ok out a few seeds, putting some in his 
mouth, and scattering the remainder to a flock of 
pigeons innumerable that filled the area, and doubt¬ 
less take no small interest in the corn transactions 
of the Fottcfdam Exchange. Among many things 
that amused, one thing in ray ramble surprised me. 
namely, to see many of the draught-horses shod 
literaUy with pattens! the hoofs being raised fully 
three>qRarters of un inch from the ground; a prac' 
tioe at once cruel an' ab^rd, and^ reflecting on the 
common sense of the nation. 

$ 

This hotel, the Pays Bas, is not a well-regulated 
estab^fhment. Thepum of one guilder i^s.) per 
day lor servants is charged in the bill of each tra- 
velljfK^—Whence, they are quite independent of the 
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visitors; and a more saucy set of fellows I have 
seldom encountered. The landlord is a bustling, 
civil, well-meaning little man, but he wants au¬ 
thority, and does not maintain proper discipline 
among his domestics. The cl/arges of living, too, 
are high, very high, as th^ are all over HoUand, 
which is quite as dear a coujjitry to travel in as 

London, Ship Tavemt Water Lane^ October 12. 
—Loft Rotterdam at nine A. M. yesterday, in the 
“ (xiraffe,'” and after a smooth run of thirty hours, 
I trod once more on Jlritish grounH*. It was with¬ 
out experiencing any strong filial emotions, that I 
uppwached on this occasion my father-law! "^ry 
<iiffbrent were myfeelings the last time I landed from 
a foreign shore. I had been twelve months cruizing 
in the West Indies, and travelling in America, 
having during the tiin<j experienced many ups and 
downs, moral as well as physical; but my object was 

gained. I had left home on crutches, and was return- 

* * 

ing with the free use of every limb. We had been 
only twenty-two days injeressing from the New 
World to the Old* but meeting with an easterly wind 
in the mouth of the Channel, 1 was glad to leave the 
packet in a pilot-boat, which agreed to land me at 
Plymouth. It was a clear, cold, starry night—the 
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ARRIVAL FROM AMERICA. 


2d of October—I remember it well; there was no 
other passenger. The profoundest stillness reigned 
in the harbour as we entered, and the deep silence 
of midnight was broken»only by the town clock, 
which was in the act of striking twelve when I 
stopped upon the qua]^ With what elastic stop 
and bounding heark I then trod the British soil! 
A seaman conducted me to an inn; the door was 


locked, but there was a light in the coffee-room. I 
knocked, and presently the‘door was opened by a 
rosy polite bar-maid, who welcomed mo with a 
smile, shewed mo into the coffee-room, and asked 
what she shouftf bring me for supper. T shall never 
forgot that moment. What a transition from the 
hufiTciWivded inns of America, where the servants 
are all blacks, or if you do chance occasionally to 
meet with a “ free-boiii American” in the capacity 
of waiting-maid, she is a stern republican damsel, 
whom you must call “ Miss,” and speak to in a tone 
of supplication rather thamof command ? Here I 
was in a snug English coffee-room, waited on by a 
nice pretty Englishwoman, who, far from thinking 
it a degradation, was«de|ighted to serve me. I felt 
bewildered with joy, and seizing'the smiling Hebe 
in my arms, impressed a glowing kiss upon her lips. 
It was the patriot’s kiss—pure and fervent, and 
might have been impressed before the whole bench 



APOSTROPHE TO SCOTLAND. 


of Uishops. Tho lips of the bar-maid were to me as 
the sucrodsoil of ray country, with thfi addif tonal ad¬ 
vantage of being more agreeable to press than the 
(M)ld stones of tho tjuay. #In that §irl 1 beheld the 
persuniheation, the ropresontutive, as it wore, of all 
that was dear to iiio in En^aiid{^for she was all T 
had yet seen of iny country, (^n the present <»cca- 
sion, howoveP, the ease is widely different. 1 left iny 
home in perfect health, and after wandering over 
half tho earth, now return to it shattered to pietjos. 
My approach, moreover, has been too gradual for 
any strong outbreak of feeling. It is only aftpr a 
long sea-voyage, that one can fairly appreciate the 
delights of returning home. To embark at Now 
York and land at Plymouth, is literally *to nlicke 
but one step from the Now World to the Ohl; for 
the voyage docs nothing in the way of preparation. 

There is another rc^ason which dain[)H my joy on 
thti present occasion—for dear to mo as is the 
whole soil of Britain, there is one part of it that 
peculiarly claims my love. It is in a country be¬ 
yond the “ silver Tweed,” where 1 have “ garnered 
up ray heart.” Scotland^ land of my fathers— 
cradle of ray birth—home of my youth! to thy 
“ rugged strand” I would now, with pilgrim reve- 
renco, bend my steps. Scotland !— 
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APOSTROPHE TO SCOTLAND. 


“ I’ve wandered east, I’ve wandered west, 

I’v^ borne a weary lot; 

But in my wanderings far or near, 

Ye never were forgot. 

• 

The fount that first burst frae this heart, 

Still trav^s an its way, 

And cbanftels dteper as it rins, 

Tlie luve of liie^® young day/’ 

Scotland, 1 have seen loftier hills, and wider 
valleys, and mightier rivers, than thou caii'st boast 
of; but nevei* have the fragrance of the mountain 
breeze, the evening stillness of the lone valley, nor 
th(‘ rushing music of the broad waters, been so 
grateful to roy^ienses as among thy hills, and vales, 
and bounding torrents. Scotland! if I am never 
again to tread thy welcome heath, an exile now 
bequeaths thee his blessing. As 1 drew my first 
breath in thy mountain bosom, so shall my last sigh 
be devoted to call down a benediction upon thee. 
May peace* and plenty, and prosperity prevail ov(?r 
the length and the breadth of thy land. May no civil 
wars or deadly strifes disturb thy quiet homes and 
, peadeful glades. May thy sons over continue honest 
and bt*ave—^thy daughters virtuous and fair—and, 
above all, may thy free and enligiitened people lung 
continue to gloi 7 in that “ righteousness which ex- 
alteth a nation." 

After clearing the custom-house(whereby the way. 
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1 found a great improvement in the deportment of the 
officers), I secured a room in my did quarters, the 
“ Ship,” in Water Lane, and proceeded along the 
ceaseless stream of hunianity to* Covent Garden. 
What a place is London ! 
more I am astonished by it 
culable wealth,—beautiful equipages, and more beau¬ 
tiful horses. London is the greatest moral wonder 
of the universe—the centre of the civilized globe. 
Nothing is wanting he»e; in this most huge metro¬ 
polis, every man may gratify his taste,—the pious, 
and the profane,—the philosopher, and the .fool. 
With the foreigner who should doubt, or deny the 
exalted position of England among the nations, I 
would not argue, but simply carry him to London, 
and drop him in Cheapside. 

After a quiet social dinner at the Imperial Hotel 
with my friend Mr Palmer, I stepped into an om¬ 
nibus, and returned to the “ Ship.” * To-morrow 
morning I embark for Boulogne, intending in a few 
to recross the channel, and winter in Devon¬ 
shire. My inclinations would prompt me* io tbo 
turn to my natal soil, and to the roof of tfer who 
watched over m^ childhood ; but I am once more 
doomed to sojourn in the land of the Saxon and 
stranger.” The transition from Nubia to Edin¬ 
burgh is too sudden, and caution must be used in 
approaching the north. 


The oftener I visit it, the 
Arov^ded streets,—inc^l- 



CLASSICAL EDUCATION. 



]Vly watidorings have now come to a close, and 
this night I cdnolude my diary. What have* 1 
gained by all iny peregrinations abroad ? To this 
question I find nb satisfactory answer. One i-egrot 
has always been uppermost in my mind, namely, 
tliat the education of m 3 Wouth had been—I will not 


say neglected, but sp misdirected. Of what avail 
wore all the days and nights I spoilt hammering 
over the (rreek language 'i Or if I did derive any 
benefit, was it coinmensurikte with the time and 
labour bestowed ? Had the many valuable hours 
thus applied been devoted to the study of Natural 
History, more ‘ Especially of Botany, Mineralogy, 
and Zoology, I might have added to the stores of 
useful knowledge already in possession of my 
country; whereas ignorant to a great degree of 
these subjects, I return as barren, so far as the 
benefit of others is concerned, as before my de¬ 
parture. 1 \)lanie no one; it was the fault, not of 
individuals, but of the system which then prevailed. 
Thanks to the progress of human reason, or rath)Ji‘ 
df common sense, things are no longer so. Far be 

t 

it from mo to underrate the advantages of a Clas¬ 


sical Education, or to deny the refinement and 
elevation of mind that learning can bestow. But 
if I had one advice more earnest than another to 
give to parents, it would be to avoid the indiscri¬ 
minate teaching of Greek to all their sons, without 
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rofprence to particular aptitudes, under the belief* 
’that they cannot be gentlemen \vheii grown up 
without a knowledge of this language. Ridiculous 
and fatal error ! Of the^li^usandh of Bntiah youth 
who (juit the walls of thel universities wett primed 
with Greek loro, how few retain in after life the 
knowledge of a language whicji oven when accpiired, 
can only be maintained at the expense of unremit¬ 
ting study i Let eldest sons, by all means, apply 
theinselvi'S to Greek; .but th6se wl*o have to push 
their own fortunes, should give theirVinie and at¬ 
tention to subjects likely to prove of more practical 
use hereafter. The Russians arcrtlie most sensible 
nation of Europe in regard to the education of 
their youth. I have never met a gentleman of that 
country who could not speak several languages, and 
here is one secret of their skill tuid success in di¬ 
plomacy—for in order to know the character of 
a people, you niUst begin by underiilanding their 
language. Latin, I admit, is a “ sine (^ua non,”— 
^^s easily learned, and not readily forgotten Be¬ 
sides the knowledge of it is indispoiisablcf lo the 
understanding of the mother-tongue. * , 

Of the m/lcrti language.s of Europe, French is 
by far wbe most generally useful. Next comes 
Italian, which is current in the Levant, and all 
alonsr the eastern and southern shores of the Medi- 
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PROSPECTS OF THE AUTHOR. 


terranean. Having a tolerable acquaintance with 
these two, the Englishman will seldom find himsejf 
much at a loss. 

- Btit although ftiy waT. darings are of no benefit 
to my oeuntry, they havta not boon without advan- 
ta^ to myself. THby faLve given me some insight 
into human nature, taught me that man’s real 
wants are few. Believing this, 1 can dispense with 
luxuries for the remainder of my life. My gains 
in respect to health have been but pai’tial and tem¬ 
porary,—more I could not reasonably have e.\- 
pected,—the seeds of a mortal malady arc within 
me:—^that they ^bove not ere now ripened, 1 owe to 
an, Egyptian climate, and the absence of hcre<litary 
predisposition. But I cannot disguise from myself 
that the “ axe is laid at the root of the tree,” that 

the “ pitcher is broken at the fountain.” But come 

% 

Death, when he may, I think I can meet him with 
calmness. Meantime the knowledge ^that his <lart 

is aimed against me, takes nothing from nw hap- 

% 

piness. 1 await in patience the summons that 
must ‘obey. A year sooner, or a year later, makes 
;|>at little difference, audoif my usefulness is to be 

I • 

at an end, I am little desirous to drrg^^on a vege¬ 
tating existence. In now taking leave of the active 
stage of life, it is consoling to think, that I carry 
with the good will of many of my fellow men. 
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41)DKESS idlllh READER. 

• \ 

Otlidib may rail at the wo|ld, and inveigh against 
dcceitfulness and ingratftude; for inys<«lf, 1 have 
found it a good world In all oountrios, I have 
met with civility and friqpJLhip—•from Christian and 
heathen—from white imm and black. He who 
passes thiough life, desirous* not to offend, and 
willing to accominodato liinj^elf choorfully to oir- 
< uiiistaiiees, will withdraw from its stage satisfied 
with himself, and pleased with his fellow men ; and 
the fewer prujudict's Ive oames along with him, the 
smoother will be his path. For mylelf, I can say 
with Brutus, ^ 

“ My heait doth joj, that yet iff all my life 
I found no man hut he wis tnie to im* ” 


ileadm ' If }un ha^e accompanied me thus far, 1 
oifei you ni) thanks. Forgive the egotisms of an 
liualid, aiid^JcaHn mind, that those dotes were not 
pennojHfoiii amid “tin soft obscurities of literary re- 
•omciit,” but under circumstances frequently of no 
inspiring character Vs they were writtfifif,*^ sub¬ 
mit them to )ou. They pretend to nothing beyond 
a faithful ryArd'of what was done, and seen, and 
felt by noe duang the last eighteen months. De^ 
scriptions ar(‘ ^ven as they appeared to the eye ; 
—impressions noted as they rose in the mind. I 





author’s f/Iheweli« 

/ * 

have always endeavou/ed to adhere closely to 
truth—“Nothing extenuating—nor setting dowfc* 
aught in malice.’’ To o^hor merit T lay no claim. 

In now taking leave f cmy Diary, 1 feel as if 
parting from an old and Attached friend, who had 
been the constant oornparion of my wanderings,— 
had often oheexed me,in exile, and soothed me in 
sickness.—And should the perusal uf it tend to 
lighten the tedium of an idle hour, oi* contribute 
to the amuseinent of a singlu reader. T shall 
not regret hffving submitted to the public the 
“ Nd^ies of a l/anderer.” 


fMllTKD BY NRILL ^ CO. OLD Flf^HMARKBT, KUhNBUKaH. 





